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■HRAN (AFP) Construction of Iran's controver- 
J nuclear power station, in the southern Gulf port 
Bushehr, will be completed in three years, a senior 
racial said on Monday. The head of Iran’s atomic 
iergy organisation, Reza Amrollahi, told Iran’s offi- 
M news agency IRNA that there had been “total 
lination" 'with the International Atomic Energy 
_icy (IAEA) on the project Russian experts start- 
. work last year on the civilian station, and the 
n ' Authorities said then it would take four to five years to 
lild. Germany’s Siemens company first started 
' ! !’ . jilding the plant, to be equipped with a 1,000- 
'■ \egawatt reactor, but pulled out after Iran’s 1979 tev- 
... [ution, which was hostile to the West. Iran later 
burned to Russia for help on the plant, but Moscow 
as since come under immense U.S. pressure to scrap 
.. , ie deal. 
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Jordanians head for Kuwait to visit detainees 

AMMAN (APj — Fifty-one Jordanians headed for 
Kuwait Monday to visit relatives imprisoned in the emi- 
rate since its liberation from Iraqi occupation in February 
1991 . There are 69 Jordanians, the bulk of them of Pales- 
tinian extraction, jailed in Kuwait for collaborating with 
Iraq during its seven-month invasion of the emirate. At 
least 19 of them are awaiting court orders to be expelled. 
Among the Jordanians on the trip organised by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross are 17 children 
who will visir relatives held at the central prison in 
Kuwaiti said Esther Schaufelberger of the Red Cross. The 
trip is the third for Jordanians arranged by the lied Cross 
since June 1995. 
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Israel to give 2 per cent 
Df West Bank territory to 
Palestinians after Hebron 
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iCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
Agencies) — Israel will 
ffk to hand over rwo per 
enr of the West Bank to par- 
ial Palestinian control in a 
irsi withdrawal following a 
■ k*ron redeployment. Israeli 
'■pvemment sources said 
Monday. 

: The withdrawal — the first 
jf three promised under the 
. irael-Palesiinian peace 
igreements — would bring 
he area of the West Bank 
. jnder total or partial Palestin- 
ian control to 29 per cent. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
.Arafat bas refused. to sign an 
■^reeroem on the Hebron 
pullback without a written 
pledge from Prime Minister 
Benyamjn Netanyahu to cany 
put by specific dates die three 
’’further redeployments” 
from rural areas of the West 
Bank promised in the Israel- 
P&lestinian peace agreement. 

Mr. Netanyahu told the 
Associated Press he would 
agree to set a date for the first- 
withdrawal only. He said he 
would commit to carrying out 
the three redeployments, 
’’provided, of course, that 
(Arafat) carries out his own 
obligations,” 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
was meeting again Monday 
with Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat in an attempt to reach 


Settlers promised more building 
permits after army redeployment 

HEBRON’S 450 Jewish settlers have been promised per- 
mits to build once Israel and the Palestinians sign a deal 
on a troop redeployment in the West Bank city, a 
spokesman for the settlers said Monday. 

David Wilder said die construction could add “anoth- 
er couple of hundred families” to Hebron’s Jewish com- 
munity. About 50 Jewish families currently live in sever- 
al enclaves scattered about downtown Hebron, a city of 
120,000 Palestinians. There is a waiting list of families 
who want to move in, Mr. Wider said. 

The prime minister's office did not directly confirm 
that such assurances had been given. But David Bar- 
Ill an, a top aide to Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, 
said, 4 'it’s taken for granted that the Jewish community 
in Hebron will grow.” 

Any expansion of the Hebron Jewish community, 
which counts some of Israel’s most militant settlers 
among its residents, is sure to infuriate Palestinians, who 
want the settlers removed and fear that a large influx 
would eliminate that possibility. 

'The settlers are not allowed to build,” Hebron Mayor 
Mustafa Naiche insisted Monday. “They build illegal- 
ly." 

Mr. Wilder said construction is planned on a half- 
dozen Jewish owned plots of land adjacent to the settler 
compounds or used by the Israeli army. 


agreement on the long- 
delayed Israeli withdrawal 
from most of Hebron. 

”We are making a lot of 
progress,” he said after his 
meeting with Mr. Netanyahu. 
’’There is not a lot that sepa- 
rates the parties.” 


But, he added, ’’we are not 

there yeL” 

Israel’s army radio said’ Mr." 
Ross was offering Mr. Arafat 
a letter from the United States 
to accompany the agreement 
on Hebron, guaranteeing that 
Israel would carry out the 


three further redeployments. 

“The observers’ mission 
will be to protect the Palestin- 
ian population and take part 
in development projects,” 
Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erakat said. 

He said the observers would 
not be stationed at the Ibrahi- 
mi Mosque, a site sacred to 
both Muslims and Jews. 
Security arrangements at the 
site is one of die sticking 
points in ongoing negotia- 
tions on the Hebron handover. 

Mr. Erakat said the final sig- 
nature of the observer agree- 
ment would be part of a glob- 
al accord on Israel’s with- 
drawal from Hebron. 

Mr. Erakat said he expected 
those negotiations to con- 
clude in the next 24 to 48 
hours. 

According to the Israeli- 
Palestinian accords, the 
Hebron withdrawal — origi- 
nally supposed to be complet- 
ed by last March — was to be 
followed by the three further 
redeployments a: intervals of 
six momhs. 

But Mr. Netanyahu said 
Sunday that if he accepts Mr. 
Arafat’s demands he will be 
unable to get the Hebron 
agreement approved by his 
cabinet. 


March for peace is irreversible, 
King assures Arab businessmen 


Syria accuses Israel of planning more bombings; 
Khaddam says blast target was Damascus policy 
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- DAMASCUS (R) — An offi- 
cial Syrian newspaper said on 
Monday Israel was planning 
more bombings in Syria and 
warned Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu that the 
wave of terror would not 
exclude Israel. 

The Netanyahu government 
would be mistaken if it thinks 
that it is able to 'preserve its 
security by threatening the 
security and stability of others 
through committing massacres 
against innocent civilians,” 
Mohammad Khair Al Wadi, 
director-general of the 
fishreen daily, wrote. 

Syria has accused Israel of 
responsibility for the bombing 
of a bus in central Damascus 
last week in which 13 people 
were killed and 42 injured. 
Israel denied the charge. 

“In order to close the door on 
tire peace process completely, 
tiic __ Netanyahu government 
resorted to ugly crimes against 
Syrian- buses in Syria and 
Lebanon.'’ Mr. Wadi said. 

“It has become clear to all 
torn Israel had committed these 
crimes and is planning to com- 
mit new terrorist operations... 

“With this the Netanyahu 
government would drag the 


region into a new cycle of vio- 
lence, terrorism, tension and 
the danger of war... this cycle 
will not exclude Israel,” he 
said. 

Last month there was a 
machinegun attack against a 
bus carrying Syrian workers in 
Lebanon. The Lebanese gov- 
ernment said Israeli-linked 
hardline Christians were 
behind the attack that killed 
one person. 

Syria has held sporadic 
peace talks with Israel since 
1991 but no negotiations were 
held since Mr. Netanyahu took 
office in June. 

Syria strongly condemned 
Mr. Netanyahu's refusal to 
swap the occupied Arab lands 
for peace and said it would not 
return to the negotiations until 
Mr. Netanyahu changed his 
policies on peace. 

Syrian Vice-President Abdel 
Halim Khaddam said on Radio 
trance Ontemationale, moni- 
tored in Nicosia, that Damas- 
cus was sure that it was Israel 
which was behind the deadly 
blast. 

“The main target of the 
explosion was Syria's policy 
on the Arab- Israeli conflict and 
on the Middle East,” Mr. 


ISRAEL WANTS to “reduce frictions” with Syria, 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai told parliament 
Monday. 

“Israel has no interest in heating up the Syrian front 
and wants above aO to reduce frictions,” Mr. 
Mordechai told the Knesset foreign affairs and 
defence committee, according to officials present at 
the meeting. 

Mr. Mordechai reiterated Israel’s categoric denial of 
any link to the Dec. 31 bus bombing in Damascus. 


Khaddam said. “We are con- 
vinced that Israel was the 
source of this political crime,” 
he said, adding that he did not 
want to give additional details 
“as the investigation was con- 
tinuing.” 

Israel has categorically 
denied involvement and con- 
demned the attack, which 
occurred Tuesday but was only 
acknowledged by Syria on 
Thursday. 

“Israel has already carried 
out such acts in Lebanon and 
elsewhere, and one day the 
entire truth will be published,” 
Mr. Khaddam said. 

He also accused Israel of 
escalating tension with Syria 
with verbal threats, and reject- 
ed Israeli requests for Damas- 
cus to restrain the Shiite Mus- 
lim Hizbollah militia in south 


Lebanon, which has been 
fighting a low-level guerrilla 
war against Israel. 

He said Damascus respects 
and supports Hizbollah but 
does not receive orders from 
anyone. 

The ruling Baath Party’s 
deputy secretary general, 
Abdallah Al Ahmar, said Sat- 
urday the attack was 
part of a “Zionist” plan by Mr. 
Netanyahu to undermine the 
peace process. “The cowardly 
criminal act perpetrated by the 
agents of Mossad (the Israeli 
secret service) several days 
ago in Damascus against inno- 
cent dozens is in keeping with 
the organised terrorism prac- 
tised by Israel since its cre- 
ation,” Mr. Ahmar was quoted 
as saying by the official SANA 
news agency. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday assured Arab busi- 
nessmen that “no force will 
be able to block the march” 
towards peace in the Mid- 
dle East and urged them to 
battle bureaucracy and 
bureaucrats and open their 
doors to the world at large. 

“The steps towards peace 
might falter from time to 
time, but no one can stop 
the peace process and the 
right of people to enjoy sta- 
bility and tranquillity. No 
force will be able to stop 
the current towards the 
aspired just and compre- 
hensive peace,” said King 
Hussein in a keynote 
speech at the opening of 
the first conference of 
businessmen in the Arab 
World held at the Al Hus- 
sein Sports City. 

“It is our duty to do what- 
ever we can in addressing 
laws and legislation to 
open the door for produc- 
tion and cooperation,” the 
King said. 

“Arab governments have 
in the past failed to create 
appropriate climate for the 
utilisation of the Arab 
Nation's potential and 
achieve whatever could be 
achieved. These govern- 
ments have failed to take 
your place and role and to 
shoulder the responsibility, 
and so it is my belief that 
these governments should 
in the future play the role 
of your partner in the con- 
struction process and 
should provide you with 
support and protection,” 
the King added. 

About 600 businessmen 
are attending the confer- 
ence, which is organised by 
the Jordanian businessmen 
and the Egyptian business- 
men associations. 

“With God's will we will 
stand firm in the face of 
those forces that are trying 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Mai 
Generi 


aiesty King Hussein on Monday holds talks with Arab League Secretary- 
al Esmat Abdul Meguid (Petra photo) 

King, Abdul Meguid review peace 
process, Arab affairs and League role 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday received the Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid and 
reviewed with him the latest 
developments of the Middle 
East peace process and the 
current Arab situation. 

The King stressed the 
important role the Arab 
League can play in enhanc- 
ing Arab solidarity and 
revitalising mechanism of 
common Arab work in the 
various fields. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid called 
on Arab countries to rally 
behind the Arab League 
and to crystallise a pan- 
Arab stand towards chal- 
lenges facing the Arab 
Nation. 

He praised King Hus- 
sein's efforts to enhance 
Arab solidarity and to 
ensure the maximum 
degree of inter-Arab coordi- 
nation. He praised the 


King’s repeated calls for 
uniting Arab ranks and 
achieving Arab aspirations. 

Hie audience was attend- 
ed by Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh, Jordanian 
Ambassador to Egypt Nayef 
AJ Qadi and Egyptian 
Ambassador to Jordan Hani 
Riad. 

Also on Monday, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti received Mr. 
Abdul Meguid and reviewed 
with him progress of the 
Middle East peace talks and 
the efforts being made to 
end the current deadlock. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed the 
important role of the Arab 
League in reviving Arab sol- 
idarity and called for unit- 
ing and coordinating Arab 
efforts to face up to the chal- 
lenges and dangers which 
might result from any stale- 
mate in the peace process. 

In a press statement fol- 
lowing the meeting, Mr. 


Abdul Meguid said he 
reviewed with Mr. Kabariti 
the recent developments in 
the region. He expressed the 
Arab League's support for 
Jordan’s efforts to achieve 
and enhance regional peace, 
security and stability. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid 
stressed the interest of all in 
resuming the peace process, 
which, he said, has been 
jeopardised and voiced hope 
that a joint action be taken 
to achieve the interest of all, 
including Israel. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid said 
there were no indications at 
present to convene an Arab 
summit 

He praised the initiative 
by Jordanian and Egyptian 
businessmen to hold the first 
Arab Businessmen Forum 
in Amman under the patron- 
age of King Hussein to 
tackle economic chal- 
lenges. 


Kabariti visits 
Oman with 
message 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Monday left for 
Muscat, Oman, on a two- 
day visit during which he 
will deliver a message from 
His Majesty King Hussein to 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Saeed. 

Mr. Kabariti will also hold 
talks with Omani officials 
on bilateral ties and pan- 
Arab affairs in addition to 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

Mr. Kabariti is accompa- 
nied by Health Minister 
Aref Bataineh, Minister of 
Education Munther Al Masri 
and the director of the prime 
mini ster’s office, Ibrahim 
Nabulsi. 


Israel reinforces its military 
presence in South Lebanon 
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TYRE (AFP) — The Israeli 
: ®Uitaiy dispatched artillery 
^Kl anno u red reinforec- 
®ents on Monday to the 
occupied buffer zone in 
South Lebanon, security 
sources said. 

Three artillery batteries 
^ a mobile communica- 
touns unit arrived at dawn 
*>d were deployed in the 
®kteni section of the self- 
oeclared “security zone," the 
^curitv sources in the region 

said. 

The area where the troops 
deployed overlooks the west- 
I ^ Bekaa Valley where the 
^Iranian Hizbollah militia 
J o^ituains bases. behind 
^hich Syrian troops are sta- 


tioned. 

Syria, the main power bro- 
ker in Lebanon, has about 
35,000 troops in Lebanon. 

Some 30 armoured vehi- 
cles, including tanks, were 
moved in to boosr defences 
at several Israeli posts along 
the length of the zoae. 
including those facing the 
Iqlim Al Toufab heights 
where the militia is 
entrenched, the sources said. 

Military tension between 
Hizbollah and the Israeli mil- 
itary and its proxy South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) bas 
increased recently and five 
Israelis and three SLA militi- 
amen have been wounded in 
the past week alone. 
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ROYAL JORDANIAN has the pleasure to 
announce a new check - in procedure, 
for First and Super Business Class 
passengers as of January 1st 1997. 
Complete departure formalities will be 
done at Terminal 1 on behalf of First and 
Business Class passengers, while they 
are relaxing at the CIP Lounge. 



ARAB BANK 

is pleased to announce the introduction of its 









at Arab Bank/ Al Medina Al Munawara Street 
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FBI ready 
to cooperate 
with Egypt 
in probe into 
letter bombs 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI) said 
Sunday thal it was willing to 
cooperate with Egyptian 
authorities in the investiga- 
tion of letter bombs sent to 
the United States with 
Egyptian postmarks. 

But the agency declined to 
say whether it had dis- 
patched a team of investiga- 
tors to Egypt. 

Earlier on Sunday. Fuad 
Hussein. Egyptian transport 
and communications police 
chief, said he was expecting 
an FBI team to arrive in the 
next lew hours. 

Meanwhile, the head of the 
Egyptian Interior Ministry's 
press department. General 
Rauf Al Manawi. categori- 
cally denied that the letters 
bombs "were sent from 
Egypt, from Alexandria ... or 
from another part of the 
country". 

“In spite of our conviction 
that such letters could not 
have been sent from Egypt, 
we and the security’ services 
must verify and pursue" this 
matter. Gen. Manawi was 
quoted by the Egyptian news 
agency MENA as saying. 

On Saturday, an Egyptian 
postal official said that the 
postal sen.' ice had asked the 
U.5. embassy in Cairo to 
send the letter bomb 
envelopes to verify if the 
stamps were "ermine or 
faked. 

AH mail sent abroad from 
Egypt is brought to a central 
office in Cairo for detailed 
inspection using sophisticat- 
ed detection equipment, the 
official said. 

“It's difficult to believe 
therefore that these letter 
bombs were really sent from 
.Alexandria." the official 
said. 

U.S. Suite Department 
Spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said Friday that Washington 
had contacted the Egyptian 
government and had "its full 
cooperation". 

The State Department has 
also advised its embassies 
and consulates abroad to 
review their security mea- 
sures. particularly mail and 
package screening proce- 
dures. Mr. Bums said. 

The FBI discovered Tour 
letter bombs at the Washing- 
ton bureau of Al Hay at. 
which has its head office in 
London. Another thar was to 
have been delivered to the 
paper was later found at a 
Washington Post office. 

Two devices were found 
Thursday, followed by a 
third Friday, at Leuven 
Worth, where Mohammad 
Sal.imeh is serving a 240- 
year sentence in connection 
with I he February I *>93 
bombing of the World Trade 
Centre in New York. 

Bui authorities have 
declined to speculate on a 
link between the presence of 
SuJumch and the letter-bomb 
campaign. 



UNSEASONALLY HOT: Bathers dive from rocks into the sea off Beirut on Monday as the Lebanese cap- 
ital continues to bask in unseasonallv hot weather: Beirut basked in a balmy 22 degrees Centigrade while 
the snow-capped peaks of surrounding mountains could be seen from the seafront (Reuters photo) 


Turkey renews protests 
over Cyprus missiles 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey renewed its 
protests Monday over a 
purchase of a Russian air 
defence system by Cyprus 
and warned the Greek- 
Cypriot authorities against 
starting an arms race on the 
divided island. 

The Foreign Minis&y 
warned the Greek-Cypriot 
government of Cyprus 
“against any attempt to 
drag Cyprus into an adven- 
ture which could have' Haz- 
ardous results. 

“Turkey considers : that 
over-arming by the Greek- 
Cypriot side constitutes a 
threat to the climate of 
peace in Cyprus and has a 
negative effect on efforts 
aimed at finding a solu- 
tion" to the Cyprus prob- 
lem. the ministry said. 

“It is clear that Turkey 
will not tolerate any devel- 
opment which would put 
the security of the Turkish 
community in Cyprus in 
danger and constitute a 
threat to its military capa- 
bilities." it said in a state- 
ment. 

“It will itlso nor tolerate 
any efforts aimed at dis- 
turbing the Turkey-Greece 
1 military) equilibrium in 
the eastern Mediter- 
ranean." the statement 
said. 

The Foreign Ministry 
said Ankara would “take 
the necessary measures" 
but did not elaborate. 

The Cyprus News 
Agency (CNA) reported 
on Saturday that the 
Greek-Cypriot-led Cyprus 
Government had concluded 


a deal to buy S-300 anti- 
aircraft missiles from Rus- 
sia despite opposition to 
the purchase from Turkey. 

CNA said the contract for 
the air defence system had 
been concluded with the 
state-owned Russian com- 
pany Rosvoorouzhenie, 
but did not say how many 
missiles were being pur- 
chased or when they would 
be delivered. 

A Cypriot official who 
requested arionymity told 
AFP in Nicosia on Sunday 
that the deal involved Ehfe 
purchase of some 20 mis- 
siles and they would not be 
delivered for another six to 
eight months. 

The purchase of the air 
defence system comes 
amid a rise in tensions on 
Cyprus over the past six 
plinths and stalemated 
el’: oris by the U.N.. Britain 
and United States to bring 
about reunification. 

Turkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denkiash warned Fri- 
day of the possibility of 
war. “The current tendency 
in Cyprus is toward a war. 
not unification.” Mr. 
Denktash said. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkish 
troops occupied the 
island's northern third fol- 
lowing a right-wing coup 
in Nicosia aimed at unifi- 
cation with Greece. 

The Turkish Cypriots 
created their own state in 
1983. but it has been 
recognised only by 
Ankara, which has nearly 
35.000 troops in the Turk- 
ish sector. 


UAE men to visit Iraq 
with relief shipment 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Ten 
men from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) will set sail 
for Iraq on Tuesday to deliv- 
er 32 tonnes of milk and 
medicine to help ease the 
suffering of Iraqi children 
under U.N. sanctions. 

It would be the first such 
visit since Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait strained 
Iraq’s ties with the UAE, 
organisers said. 

The trip to the southern 
Iraqi port of Um Qasr fol- , 
lows crNovember appeal- by ■ 
UAE President ; • Sheikh ' 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan for reconciliation 
with Iraq. 

“We are not lookiag at any 
(political) factors as our eyes 
are focused only on the suf- 
fering of Iraqi children," 
Mohammad Ben Abdullah 
Ben Shabib, one of the 
organisers, told Reuters. 

He said the organisers were 
a group of friends, mostly 
bankers and businessmen. 

“We hear all the time and 
read in the newspapers that 
Iraqi children are dying 
every day because of lack of 
food and medicine,.. Mr. 
Ben Shabib said. “Hence we 
decided to embark on the 
first friendship trip' and to 
organise more trips in the 
future after we gather facts 
on the situation of children in 
Iraq from hospitals and offi- 
cials during this visit” 

The United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF) said 
in November that 4,500 chil- 
dren were dying each month 
in Iraq from hunger and dis- 
ease. 

Sheikh Mohammad Ben 


Rashid Al Maktoum, crown 
prince of the UAE emirate of 
Dubai and the UAE’s 
defence minister, donated 
humanitarian supplies worth 
1.5 million dirhams 
($410,000) to the initiative. 
Mr. Ben Shabib said. 

He said his group was also 
banking on pledges of sup- 
port from local food mer- 
chants and the start of the 
fasting month of Ramadan 
next week to raise future 
donations. 

.-A ft, -or -*■» 

FrendraitLa reives 

Ten trucks from a French 
aid organisation arrived in 
Baghdad Monday carrying 
$200,000 worth of food and 
medicine for Iraqi children, 
the organisation said. 

The trucks from the non- 
government organisation 
Equilibre arrived from 
Amman with 250 tonnes of 
grain, sugar and other sup- 
plies as well as medicine for 
children's hospitals in Bagh- 
dad and the southern city of 
Basra. 

It was the first time that a 
French non-government 
organisation travelled to 
Iraq to distribute food and 
medicine to Iraqi children. 

The trucks will unload 
some of the aid in Baghdad 
before driving south to 
Basra. 

The supplies carried by the 
convoy, which includes 
teams from the organisa- 
tion's headquarters in Lyon 
os well as Geneva in 
Switzerland, were worth 
more than one million francs 
($ 200 , 000 ). 


Palestinians 
in Lebanon 
protest cut 
in UNRWA 
assistance 

SIDON (AFP) — Pales- 
tinians in refugee camps 
across Lebanon observed 
a one-day strike on Mon- 
day, the fourth such 
protest in a month against 
the decrease of aid grant- 
ed by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA). 

Businesses, shops, 
schools and medical dis- 
pensaries remained closed 
in shantytowns in Beirut 
as well as in southern, 
northern and eastern 
Lebanon. 

Young men burnt tyres 
at the entrances of the 
camp of ‘Ain Al Hilweh 
on the outskirts of the 
southern port city of 
Sidon and prevented cars 
and pedestrians from 
entering or leave the 
camp. 

A statement by the pop- 
ular committees; which 
group all Palestinian fac- 
tions and run the internal 
affairs of the camps, 
denounced the "educa- 
tional and health crimes 
carried out by the 
UNRWA against our peo- 
ple.” 

The committees accused 
the UNRWA “giving up 
its humanitarian role and 
credibility” and called for 
an uprising against the 
agency’s relief workers, 
comparing them to Israeli 
settlers in the .occupied 
territories. 

“The plot is one: in the 
occupied territories we 
are dying by the bullets of 
the Zionist settlers and 
here we are dying at the 
doors of the hospitals,” 

^said the statement. * 

t TheyC^were. protesting .. 
tfieeVer-decreasing-aid of. 
the UNRWA, which is In 
financial crisis, to the 
refugees, particularly in 
the health and education 
fields, over the past few 
years. 

Since the beginning of 
December, the Palestinian 
camps in South Lebanon 
have staged three sit-ins 
to protest against the dete- 
rioration of living condi- 
tions at the camps. 

The more than 346,000 
Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon mostly work in 
plantations and on con- 
struction sites near their 
camps. They are generally 
paid less than the mini- 
mum monthly salary of 
$190. 

They do not have the 
right to. state health care, 
are not granted work per- 
mits and cannot obtain 
government jobs accord- 
ing to a law adopted dur- 
ing President Amin 
Gemayel’s term (1982- 
1988). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt denies Mubarak assassination bid 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyptian Interior Ministry ha<. 
denied That there was an assassination attempt on Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in November in the northern city of 
Alexandria, in a statement to be published Monday. 
Information that there had been an attack against Mr. 
Mubarak at the presidential palace of Al Mutazah in 
Alexandria was “baseless,” Al Ahram newspaper quotes 
the ministry as saying. An Arab diplomatic source in 
Nicosia said Saturday that a militant attack on the presi- 
dent on Nov. 29 in Alexandria was thwarted several hours 
before it was to have been carried our. “A group of 10 
militants from the clandestine Jihad organisation had 
been arrested with a significant amount of automatic 
weapons and explosive devices just before attacking the 
presidential palace of Al Montazah where President 
Mubarak was staying," the source said. 

Turkish leftist surrenders in Syria 

ANKARA (R) — A Turkish leftist wanted for the killing 
last year of a leading businessman has surrendered to 
Turkey’s embassy in Damascus and been hcought back to 
Istanbul, the Turkish press said on Monday. The Sabah 
newspaper said Mustafa Duyar, a member of the Revolu- 
tionary People's Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-Cl. 
turned up at the embassy around two weeks ago and 
admitted killing businessman Ozdemir Sabanci and two 
others in an attack. Other papers had similar stories. The 
state-run Anatolian news agency quoted Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller as saying that Duyar had been arrested but 
she gave few details. The papers said members of the 
national intelligence service had travelled to the Syrian 
capital and brought Duyar to Ankara and then Istanbul 
where they handed him over to anti-terror police. Saban- 
ci, head of the Toyotasa joint venture with Japan and a 
member of one of the country’s top industrial dynasties, 
was shot dead in the company's headquarters in Istanbul 
last Jan. 9 along with Toyotasa’s general manager and a 
secretary. DHKP-C, Turkey’s most lethal armed leftist 
group, took responsibility for the killings. The press did 
not say why Duyar. who it quoted as feeling remorse over 
the attack, was in neighbouring Syria. 

Israelis disappointed in mass UFO vigil 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israelis gazed in vain at the heavens 
Sunday night after a self-styled extra-lucid had predicted 
the arrival of flying saucers. Israeli television said hun- 
dreds of people all over the country had gone up onto 
rooftops and to other observation posts to await the UFOs 
but none turned up. Ufology has many adepts in Israel 
which in december hosted an international congress on 
unidentifed flying objects (UFOs) in the Red Sea resort 
of Eilat 


RIYADH'(AFP)-— A-S&icfi fran was beteaded-hefig iff 
public on Monday after he whs found giKity of shooting 
to death a compatriot for mocking him, the Interior Min- 
istry said. He was the third person executed in the king- 
dom this year. Saudi Arabia, which is governed by Islam- 
ic Law, applies the death penalty in cases of murder, rape, 
armed robbery and drug trafficking. It executed 68 peo- 
ple last year and a record 191 people in 1995. After 
China, Saudi Arabia ranks second in the world for its 
number of executions, Nigeria holds third place and the 
United Stares fourth place, according to the U.S. Nation- 
al Coalition for the Abolition of the Death Penalty. 

30 Kurdish rebels, 1 soldier killed 

ANKARA (AFP) — Thirty Kurdish rebels and one Turk- 
ish soldier were killed in government military operations 
in southeastern Turkey at the weekend, officials said 
Monday. The operations were launched overnight Satur- 
day against separatist Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) rebels 
hiding out in Simak province near Turkey’s borders with 
Syria and Iraq, said a communique from the govern- 
ment’s regional headquarters in Diyarbakir. Sirnak's 
2,000 metre Mount Cudi is the Kurds’ main access route 
to northern Iraq. The Turkish army launched an air and 
ground operation a week ago in the Sinath region of 
northern Iraq, leaving more than 160 rebels dead, accord- 
ing to an unofficial toll. The military said the incursion 
was prompted by PKK artillery fire against Turicish bor- 
der units near Silopi, a few kilometres from Iraqi 
territory. 
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14:20 

14:40 

Captain Planet 

X’umcdv — 1 Love Lucv 

15:00 


15:15 

... Magazine — Montaenc 

16:00 


16" 3Q 


17:00 


17:02 


17:15 

Drama — Cyclone Tracy 

18:00 Sent — La Lumiere des 

Juries 


19:00 


19:15 Magazine — Extra Lai^e 

19 JO 


19:35 

20:00 

I 



21:10 Doc. — The Lost Civili- 

salion 

22:00 


22:25 


3330 

Mission Impossible 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:10. 

06:32 

11:42 



14:28 


16:51 

.Maghreb 

18:13. 



CHURCHES 

St, Mao' oT Nazareth Church 
Swrifieh. Tc). S 10740 
Assemblies <of God Church 


Tel. 6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tc l . 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

Do la Salle Church Tel. 

W31757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652*26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

77 J 331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel 
771751- 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
It will be partly cloudy with 
chances of scattered rains. 


Winds will be southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba it will be hot 
with winds northerly moderate 
and the seas calm. 

Amman 09/16 

Aqaba M/24 

Deserts 09/17 

Jordan Valley ... 10/22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 24 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 35 per cent. 
.Aqaba 30 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
.AMMAN: 

Dr. Naser Ibrahim 83(432 

Dc Mired Al Ghoul 790730 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 832642 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim 736072 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

.Al Asema pharmacy ..,.637055 
Al Sajam pharmacy .....636730 
Yacoub pharmacy 644945 
Shmeisanj pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy -.623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De GhaziTa'amneh ..250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalil Aba Hasan 985019 
Khafifeh pharmacy . — 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...637111 


Civil Defence Dept - 661 1 1 1 

CIvfl Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

„ Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints . 787 MI 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan „_7741 1 1 

Water Authority.....-.,.. 680100 
Jordan Electricity Authority 

-815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 0S- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

KhaEdi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

MaIhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sbmeisani ,._607071 
Shmeisaiii Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital S45S45 

Ai-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AJ-AhK, AbdaE 664164/6 

ItafiamAl-Mrih^ireen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Array, Marks 89 16 11/15 

Qneen AEa Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery „...S65 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospdal (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 


QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

06:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

06 JO Jeddah fadd) (RJ) 

07:15 — Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

09-25 „Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 .Aqaba (add) (RJj 

10. -05 .Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beiroi (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55 London (RJ) 


12:00 

18-55 


.Aqaba (RW) 

.Tel Aviv (RW) 


16:20. 


^airo(RJ) 


16:35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ j 

23:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05:05 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 
(add) (RJJ 


Other flights 
07 JO. 


-London iKJ) 


(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital -{09)986732 
Al EQkma Modern Hospital 
rmtoomon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

-...(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

WPP77775 

Um Al 

Nafees Hospital 
. ~. .. (02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


07i35..Damascus, London (BA) 

13:30 Cairo (MS) 

15:00 Kiev (6U) 

15:45 Munich OT) 

17:40 Rome (AZ) 

ifclS — .Dubai (EK) 

2230 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

00:40 Jteinn. Amsterdam (KL) 

01:00 - Aden (JY) 

01:55 — Bucharest (RO) 

07:45 -Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09--20 .Aqaba (RW) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

96:20 -..Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

3030 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

l(h55 — Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 
11:05 Amsterdam. Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

— — London (RJ) 

12:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

18 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

19:00 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

20:00 Abu Dhabi. Singapore 
(add) (RJ) 

20:20 — Lamaca (RJ) 

20-J0- Jeddah (RJ) 

20=**° Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22:00 Kuala Lumpun Singapore (RJ) 
02:00 Jeddah (add) (Rl> 

Other Flights 

05:05 London (KJ) 

10; 35 Cairo (MS ) 

13:50 .......... — , — -...Kiev (6U) 

14:05 — Munich (YP) 

16:30 Rome 

18:15 Dubai. Damascus (EK.) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:40 — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

23»9 Aden (IY) 

00:55 -Bucharest (RO) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50. Aqaba (RW) 

17:15 Tel Aviv (RW) 

2&20 ... .Aqaba (RWj 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 m every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.tn. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7i30 am, 
every Sunday 

Ajt. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple. 

Banana........ 

700/500 

Banana (imported). 

......850/600 

60/40 

Carrot „ 

270/150 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) 
Cucumber (smalh 

130/100 

130/90 

ttfl/ 160 

Eggplant. „ 

150/80 

Garlic 

,850/600 

Grape fruit . 

.150/100 

Lemon ... 

_J80C50 

Marrow (laree) 

„ 70W0 

Marrow (small) 

-130/70 

Onion (green) . 

140/60 

Onion idrv) 

Oranee 

170/100 

360/400 



Potato 

' ._.260/120 1 


Spinach 110/100 

String Bean 380/280 

Tomaio 170/120 
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princess Haya tours children’s recreational unit 
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AMMAN. (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Haya Bint A1 Hus- 
sein Monday inaugurated a 
children’s recreational unit 
at Jordan University Hospi- 
tal (JUH). The new unit 
was financed by the Ger- 
man embassy and the Ger- 
man Ladies of Amman. 

Accompanied by Univer- 
sity of Jordan President 
Fawzi Gharaibeh and JUH 
Director Mahmoud Abu 
Khalaf, the Princess toured 
the unit and said that the 
generous contribution 
would help to make hospi- 
tal stays of children more 
comforting. 

Later Princess Haya 
toured several of the hospi- 
tal’s clinics including die 
children’s ward. 

She also visited the Facul- 
ty of Dentistry of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and met 
with members of the 
National Society For The 
Care Of Children’s Dental 
Health including its presi- 
dent, Lamis Darwish. 

Dr. Darwish noted that 
one of the society’s pro- 



HRH Princess Haya Monday inaugurated children’s recreational unit at Jordan Uni- 
versity Hospital (Petra photo.) 


grammes is to distribute 
free toothpaste and tooth- 
brushes to underprivileged 
children, while providing 
them with leaflets on how 


to maintain proper dental 
hygiene. 

She said that the Canadi- 
an embassy in Amman had 
donated a mobile clinic to 


the society so that it can 
provide dental care services 
to people in remote regions 
of the country. 


Princess Basma reviews progress on Shweifat School 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — HRH Princess 
Basma Monday reviewed 
progress on the construc- 
tion of the Shweifat School 
with Director General of 
the Shweifat Schools in 
Lebanon Ralf Bustani and a 
number of board members. 

According to Member of 
the Board of Trustees of the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) Wasef 
Azar, work on the construc- 
tion of the Shweifat school, 
approximately 10 kilome- 
tres south of Amman, began 
last June and the school is 
expected to open for 
kindergarten classes by the 
start of the 1997-199S 
scholastic year, while other 


stages are scheduled to 
commence the following 
year. 

Princess Basma is the 
honorary chairperson of the 
QAF. 

Mr. Azar told the Jordan 
Times that the first phase of 
the project includes prima- 
ry school classes, a kinder- 
garten, management offices 
and playgrounds. 

The Shweifat School in 
Jordan, which is owned by 
a public shareholding com- 
pany grouping investors 
from Jordan, Lebanon and 
the Gulf, is expected to cost 
JD 13 million of which JD 6 
million will be spent on the 
first stage. 

Mr. Azar said that the 
Shweifat School of 
Lebanon, which boasts very 


high educational standards 
has branches iD 15 countries 
including the Arab World, 
the United States and Ger- 
many, and that pending 
approval of the Omani gov- 
ernment, the school is 
expected to establish a 
branch in Muscat, the 
O mani capital. 

At the meeting with 
Princess Basma, Mr. Bus- 
tani reviewed the different 
stages of the school and 
said that the Shweifat 
school in Jordan is planned 
to be the largest in the Mid- 
dle East.- 

The school, is being set 
up on 76 dunums of land 
and lies south of the 
Amman National Park 
which overlooks the Queen 
Alia International Airport 


Highway, he said. 

Mr. Bustani briefed die 
Princess as to the various 
facilities of the school 
including laboratories, 
computer centre, play- 
grounds, auditoriums and 
theatre hall and other facili- 
ties which, according to a 
QAF statement, will also 
serve the local community. 

Hisham Khatib, another 
QAF board member, was 
also present at the meeting. 

On Sunday, Princess 
Basma attended a ceremo- 
ny in Mafraq to honour vol- 
untary groups in the gover- 
norate and present them 
with meritorial certificates 
in recognition of their con- 
tributions and service to the 
local community. 
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Royal Wings flight lands in Haifa 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Royal Wings, 
a subsidiary of the national 
carrier Royal Jordanian, 
inaugurated its first flight to 
Haifa on Monday, but a 
high-level delegation head- 
ed by His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal, expected to 
mark the inauguration of 
the second Jordan-Israel air 
route, was not aboard. 

Reports said that Jordan 
had informed Israel that the 
high-level visit had to be 
cancelled because of 

“unexpected engage- 
ments.” The delegation 
was also expected to 
include Minister of Tourism 
Saleh Irsheidat and Minis- 
ter of Transport Nasser 
Lawzi. 

Instead, the Director Gen- 
eral of the Civil Aviation 
Authority laser Ziyad head- 
ed the delegation, which 
also included the Royal Jor- 
danian President and Chief 
Executive Officer Nader 
Dahabi and other RJ offi- 
cials as well as Royal 


Wings Director General 
Ahed Quntar. 

The delegation was wel- 
comed by the mayor of 
Haifa and other officials 
including RJ agents in 
Israel and representatives 
of tourist and travel agen- 
cies. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted Mr. Quntar as 
expressing hope that the 
new route will attract Arab 
Israeli pilgrims to Mecca, 
travelling through Jordan, 
as well as Arab Israeli visi- 
tors to Jordan. 

The population of Haifa, 
on the Mediterranean coast, 
is predominantly Arab. 

The Amman- Haifa route 
is the second between Jor- 
dan and Israel. The first, 
between Amman and Tel 
Aviv, was inaugurated in 
mid- 1996. 

Royal Wings has six 
weekly flights to Tel Aviv 
and will operate the Haifa 
flight on Sundays and 
Thursdays. 

El Al, which has a recip- 
rocal arrangement with RJ, 
is not planning to fly the 


Haifa-Amman route “in the 
immediate future,” accord- 
ing to Mr. Quntar. 

The flight between 
Amman and Haifa takes 45 
minutes, 10 minutes longer 
than the Amman-Tel Aviv 
route, he said. 

Israel’s Itim news agency 
said that a direct line 
between the control tower 
at Ben-Gurion Airport and 
Amman Airport was 
hooked up Sunday evening. 
The Israeli Airport’s 
Authority said the phone 
link would allow the air- 
ports to better coordinate 
flights between them and 
cut the flight time between 
them by at least 10 minutes. 

Royal Wings owns two 
50-seater planes and had 
commenced operations last 
March with two daily 
flights between Amman 
and Aqaba and a weekly 
flight to Sharm Al Sheikh 
in Egypt. 

Meanwhile, reports from 
Israel said the cancellation 
of Monday’s visit by the 
delegation headed by 
Prince Faisal was seen as a 


sign of a cooling of rela- 
tions between the two 
countries, which signed a 
peace treaty in October 
1994. 

“This cancellation shows 
the latest deterioration of 
relations between the two 
countries,” an unidentified 
Israeli official was quoted 
as saying by Agence France 
Presse. 

This was a reference to 
Jordan’s criticism of Israel 
for its failure to honour 
agreements signed with the 
Palestinians and its hardline 
approach to resuming peace 
negotiations with Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Observers here said the 
cancellation of the visit 
could be seen as a Jordan- 
ian message to Israel that 
while the Kingdom is fully 
committed to the peace 
treaty with the Jewish state 
and to implementing all 
bilateral agreements, it 
would not go out of its way 
to emphasise the -relation- 
ship as long as Israel is not 
forthcoming in peace nego- 
tiations on the other tracks. 
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EXHIBITIONS 

t. * Photographic exhibition on the life of the Founder off 
Pakistan at Quaid-e-Azam Hall, Embassy of Pakistan, 
labal Weibdeh (Tel. 622787, 624680} until January 31, 
6,997. '■ ■ 

‘.^.Plastic art by John Naqashian at the Royal Cultural 
fciitre, until Jan. 9. 

|^. ■ 

^Products of the Jordan Design and Trade Centre ofj 
Al Hussein Foundation at the Movenpick Hotel, 
until. Jan. 10. 

^Exhibition of colourful gifts and crafts designed by 
p«irea Atalla at the Jordan Design and Trade Centre ofj 
Al Hussein Foundation, Wadi Saqra Street (Tel. 
(@^41/2), until Jan. 10. 

by several artists entitled 'The Artist and the 
nf’ by several artists at .Alia An Gallery, Jabal 
until Dec. 30. 

by Spanish painter Clara Amado at Instiruto 
i Jabal Amman until 1 5 Jan. 

B exhibition by Hind Nasser at the Jordan Arts 
Centre/Aitisana, Jabal Amman (Tel. 647858), 
10. 



Ministry of Education reports 
progress in combating illiteracy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Education's 
literacy and adult educa- 
tion programme, initiat- 
ed more" than 35 years 
ago, has succeeded in 
reducing illiteracy 
among people above 15 
years or age from 67.7 
per cent inT961 to 12 per 
cent in 1996, Director 
General of Ministry of 
Education Mahmoud 

Massad announced Mon- 
day. 

Two days previous to 
Wednesday’s observance 
of Arab Literacy Day, 
Dr. Massad stated that 
following a 1987 national 
educational conference 
the ministry intensified 
efforts to completely 
eradicate illiteracy in 
Jordan by the year 2000. 

The ministry has been 
opening literacy centres 
wherever 15 students are 
available to receive a 
basic education and has 
been providing books 


and other educational 
aids free of charge. 

Thus far. 325, 000 stu- 
dents have benefited 
from these centres, he 
affirmed, and the 1996 
rate of attendance in the 
first Jordanian public 
school primary classes 
registered at 97 per cent 

Dr. Massad stated that 
tomorrow the ministry 
will organise a ceremony 
to honour officials and 
non-governmental orga- 
nisations which have 
contributed to the min- 
istry's literacy pro- 
gramme. 

According to ministry 
sources. 98 per cent of 
the global illiterate popu- 
lation. estimated at 885 
million, live in the devel- 
oping nations and 
approximately 70 mil- 
lion live in the Arab 
World. 


Man shoots relatives during family altercation 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 30-year old 
man Sunday shot four of 
his relatives, killing two, 
leaving one child in critical 
condition and hitting the 
shoulder of another, follow- 
ing a family feud in the 
Mjedil area of Karak, offi- 
cial sources said Monday. 

bn ad Jamal reportedly 
went to his in-laws house in 
Mjedil at 1J:00 a.m. and 
opened fire then proceeded 
to his house in the Omrieh 
area of Karak, poured 
kerosene, set it ablaze and 
turned himself into authori- 
ties, they stated. 

One source told the Jor- 
dan Times Monday that Mr. 
Jamal often quarrelled with 
his wife and that seven 
months ago she returned to 
her family’s house. 

Since that time, he main- 


tained, Mr. Jamal sent sev- 
eral tribal delegations to his 
wife’s family in a bid to 
have her returned. 

“But his efforts were in 
vain and on Sunday he 
decided to settle things in 
his own way,” the source 
said. 

Four people: the father 
and uncle of the suspect’s 
wife, and two youths, were 
injured when Mr. Jamal 
entered the house and 
allegedly opened fire. 

The deceased were identi- 
fied as Mitlek Salameh, 55 
who received one bullet to 
the head and Hassan 
Salameh. 50, who was shot 
in the head and chest, offi- 
cial reports said. 

The two youths injured in 
the incident were identified 
by officials as Hana’ 
Mitlek, 15, who received 
one bullet to the shoulder 
and her 12-year-old brother 


Salameh, who was shot in 
the head. 

Salameh was rushed to 
the Karak Government 
Hospital and was later 
transferred to Al Bashir 
Hospital Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) and was listed 
in critical condition. 

In July of 1996. a 27- 
year-old man shot three of 
his in-laws, killing two and 
then shot himself in the 
Khan dale area of Salt fol- 
lowing a family brawl. 

That incident involved a 
man who had separated 
from his wife and was con- 
tinually demanding to see 
his children and one day 
before the incident he came 
again to lodge his request 
but was instead beaten up 
by his in-laws. 

Meanwhile, 1 9 people, 
including five Poles, were 
Sunday injured in a road 
collision in Al Hassan 


Industrial ■ City in Irbid, 
according to Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) reports. 

According to official 
reports, the accident which 
occurred at 3:30 p.m. 
involved a pick up truck 
and a bus. 

The reports said that all 
19 passengers suffered 
from fractures and bruises 
and were being treated at 
Ramtha Government Hos- 
pital. 

Sunday's accident was 
the fourth road accident, 
involving buses since the 
beginning of this year. 

On Jan. 3, eight Lebanese 
citizens were injured in the 
Rweished area when the 
bus they were taking collid- 
ed with a trailer. 

Two days later, 30 people 
were injured in two sepa- 
rate road accidents which 
also involved buses in Irbid 
and Tafileh. 


Jordanian detained in Israel still denied legal counsel 


By Ihnya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Israel reneged on a com- 
mitment to allow legal counsel for a 
detained Jordanian engineer and con- 
tinues to hold him incommunicado, a 
member of the Jordanian Engineers 
Association (JEA) said Monday. 

Mazen Rial also said that under 
Israeli law, Haiem Istanbul!, who was 
detained 13 days ago, could be held 
for another 22 days “in military deten- 
tion.” 

Mr. Istanbuli, a prominent member 
of the JEA and avowed opponent of 


normalisation of relations with Israel, 
was arrested while returning across 
the Sbeikh Hussein Bridge after a 
family visit to the West Bank. 

According to Mr. Rial, Mr. Istanbuli 
was arrested by the Israeli secret ser- 
vice Mossad, which continues to hold 
him without providing any explana- 
tion as to why he was detained. 

The JEA has been campaigning for 
the engineer’s release. 

On Sunday, Mr. Rial said, the Israeli 
authorities claimed they would allow 
a lawyer to visit Mr. Istanbuli at a 
detention centre in Jerusalem. 

But when the lawyer arrived at the 


centre at the appointed time, he was 
apparently denied access to his client. 

He added that the Israeli officials 
said that Mr. Istanbuli could be held 
for an additional 22 days of “military 
detention." 

Officials at the Israeli embassy in 
Amman Monday could not be reached 
for comment . 

Mazen Rial told the Jordan Tiroes 
that the association did not contact the 
Jordanian embassy in Tel Aviv 
because such contacts would be 
against its policy of opposing normal- 
isation of Jondanian-Israeli relations. 


Jordanian officials detail Israeli strategies to 
increase settlements. Judaise Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — In Cairo 
Monday Jordanian officials pre- 
sented reports regarding three 
important aspects of the Pales- 
tinian refugee situation. The 
Cairo meeting, which began Sat- 
urday. has been convened by 
representatives of Arab coun- 
tries which best Palestinian 
refugees. 

..Jordan’s , papers . , addressed 
Israel «nJem«u, activity imthe 
West Bank and Gazai Strip. 
Israeli plans to Judaise 
Jerusalem and the financial sta- 
tus of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA ). 

The report on Israeli settle- 
ment activity stated chat Israel 
has confiscated Palestinian land 
surrounding the existing Israeli 
settlements and has erected 
ready-made housing units on 
that land. The report also said 
that Israel has constructed strate- 
gic roads in the West Bank to 
prevent any construction expan- 
sion by the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and to increase 
the Israeli presence in these 
areas. 

The second paper dealt with 
Israeli plans to Judaise the Arab 
city of Jerusalem by obtaining 


licences to establish Jewish 
housing estates in strategic loca- 
tions in the city. 

By doing so, the paper said, 
Israel has sought to increase the 
Jewish presence there ahead of 
the final stage talks between 
Israel and the PNA on the status 
of Jerusalem, thereby creating a 
•^fait accompli situation." 

. . Thfi #pon said jha^Jsi^el+'qqr 
‘ fisqated t more i^dian ,: 2400 
dunums of Palestinian land to 
establish a large Israeli presence 
in what is known as the eastern 
gate of Jerusalem. 

Reviewing Israeli measures to 
Judaise Jerusalem and separate 
it from the West Bank, the paper 
said that Israel has laid a mili- 
tary cordon around Jerusalem 
and erected check points at the 
city's entrances to ban the entry 
of anyone who does not have an 
entry permit from Israeli author- 
ities. 

The third report reviewed the 
financial situation of UNRWA 
and referred to the dangerous 
consequences and implications 
resulting from curtailing 
UNRWA services as a result of a 
shortfall in its 1997 budget. 

The meeting is scheduled to 
conclude Thursday. 


Expert retestifies in Udwan Mills case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A criminal labora- 
tory expen retestifying in the 
case of two men who are facing 
the death penalty for murdering 
a 70-year-old man in 1992, 
Monday reconfirmed that hair 
samples found in the victim’s 
hands did not match that of the 
defendants. 

I mad and Ayed Smadi. two of 
a group of 1 0 sentenced to 
prison terms ranging from a 
decade to the death penalty, are 
being retried at the Criminal 
Coun after their case was 
returned by the Coun of Cassa- 
tion for revision. 

The two, along with n third 
defendant, - Khader Mubarak, 
were judged guilty by the Crim- 
inal Court of robbing and mur- 
dering Emil Khashram in his 
Shmeisani house in November, 
1992. 

Criminal laboratory expert, 
Uliana Haddadin, who examined 
and compared the defendant’s 
hair samples with ones found in 
the victim's hand, confirmed 
that hair samples examined did 
not match. 

Captain Haddadin was asked 
by the Criminal Conn two 
weeks ago to check as to 
whether or not hair follicles 


existed on the hair samples 
found in the victim's hand. She 
confirmed Monday that they did 
indeed exist. 

Capt Haddadin explained that 
the follicles play a factor in 
determining if the hair was tom 
out. had naturally fallen or was 
cut. 

“There are 1 6 to 27 character- 
stics of human hair and follicles 
are one of them." she added. 

In April, the Coun of Cassa- 
tion asked the Criminal Coun 
for a retrial stating that the 
Criminal Coun based its rulings 
only on the defendants' confes- 
sions rather than studying mate- 
rial evidence. 

The 10, all from the same 
family and known by their nick- 
name “Udwan Mills," received 
prison term sentences handed 
down by the Criminal Coun for 
committing a total of 230 
crimes, including m under, armed 
robbery, theft, kidnapping and 
fraud. 

Criminal Prosecutor Zuhair 
Anyiat requested time to present 
a written statement regarding the 
criminal lab results. 

The Court, headed by Judge 
Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq and 
Judges Mifleh Mubeidin and 
Ismael Hmouz, agreed and set 
Jan. 25 as the date to resume the 
case. 


DR, FARID YAGHNAM 

MD F.A.C.S 

(Plastic and Reconstruction Surgery) 
Announces the new clinic telephone 
number 5524600, Fax 5522306 


Police charge four men 
with stealing trailer 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police Mon- 
day announced the arrest of 
four men suspected of steal- 
ing a trailer and its shipment 
in Zarqa in November of 
last year. 

The trailer,. a&d , its tyre 
Shipment worth an estimat- 
ed JD 75;000; were stolen 
on Nov. 30, from a parking 
lot near the Zarqa Free Zone 
area. 

According to an official 
source, police apprehended 
a 33-year-old man, whom 
they identified as Yousef 
Abdul Ruhman, allegedly 
the group leader. 

“Mr. Abdul Ruhman was 
only targeting trailers haul- 
ing valuable shipments 
which belonged to compa- 
nies, not individuals," the 
source said. 

The authorities, however, 
would not release the name 
of the remaining three sus- 
pects. 

The official added that 
two of the four men went to 
the Zarqa Free Zone and 
offered the driver of the 
trailer, Jamal Mohammad, 
45, who was looking for a 
taxi, a ride home, the offi- 
cial said. 

“On the way the men gave 
Mr. Mohammad something 
to drink which contained a 


sedative and when he fell 
asleep they took the trailer 
keys then dumped him near 
the Hashemieh Intersection 
in Zarqa," he said. 

He added that the men 
then drove the trailer to the 
Sahab area, where they dis- 
mantled it and hid the pieceg 
in cave:*. , • 

According jtp- the official 
police were ahk to trace lie 
men after several company 
owners reported buying a 
certain kind of tyres.’ 

“The tyres had certain 
specifications and were 
imported by only one com- 
pany and we traced the men 
through the individuals who 
bought the tyres without 
knowing they were stolen," 
the official explained. 

When confronted with the 
evidence, the four con- 
fessed, he said. 

The owners of the stolen 
trailer. The World Tyre 
Company, had placed sever- 
al advertisements in daily 
and weekly newspapers 
offering a JD 10,000 reward 
for any information which 
could lead to the recovery of 
the stolen trailer and its 
shipment. 

According to company 
owners, the insured trailer 
was worth JD 35,000 while 
its uninsured shipment, con- 
sisting of 450 tyres, was 
worth JD 40.000. 
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4 World News 

Yugoslav army chief indirectly 
backs democracy movement 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, January 7, 1'. 


BELGRADE (Ri — The Yugoslav army commander met 
students in the Serbian opposition movement Monday and 
indirectly backed its campaign to restore opposition elec- 
tion victories annulled by the government. 

After seven weeks of street protests that have rocked the 
autocratic rule of Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic the 
West has told him to democratise Yugoslavia or face inter- 
national isolation. 

Sympathy for the students' cause from General Momcilo 
Perisic. chief of the Yugoslav Army General Staff, was the 
latest gesture of solidarity for opposition activists from 
members of the Serbian establishment. 

Gen. Perisic told them that under the constitution the 
army stayed out of politics. 

But he said he favoured a democratic solution to the cri- 
sis that w-tuld help Yugoslavia rejoin Europe. 

"General Perisic underlined the Yugoslav army's ... 
Special interest in seeing that all current problems are over- 
come within the legal institutions of the system in a manner 
deployed in democratic countries," an army statement 
issued by the official news agency Tanjug said 

Such an approach was necessary to secure Yugoslavia’s 
reentry to the international community, it said. 

Last October the United Nations repealed sanctions im- 
posed on Yugoslavia in 1992 for its fomentation of war in 
Bosnia. 

But the West is looking for democratic and tree-market 
reforms in Yugoslavia before it funnels in money sought by 
Mr. Milosevic to reconstruct its wrecked economy and 
readmits Belgrade to key international institutions. 

The army's message was couched to avoid open endorse- 
ment of the opposition Zajedno (Together) Coalition. But it 
effectively criticised Mr. Milosevic’s annulment of the elec- 
tions by demanding respect for international democratic 
norms. ’ 

An inquiry by the Organisation for Security and Coope- 
ration in Europe (OSCE) verified opposition claims to have 
won voting in 15 of Serbia’s 18 largest cities including 
Belgrade. 

Serbia's Socialist (SPS) government grudgingly admitted 
last week that Zajedno prevailed in a few of the smaller ci- 
ties but insisted that in other districts no party gained a ma- 
jority or the results were inconclusive and needed further 
study. 

Cedomir Jovanovic. spokesman for the five-member stu- 
dent delegation that met Gen. Perisic for 30 minutes, said 
(he general bolstered the opposition's campaign by calling 
for the rule of law to be observed in Serbia. 

“We have found ourselves on the same side since both 
they and we demand that the constitution be observed." Mr. 
Jovanovic told independent Belgrade Radio B-92. 

Dusan Vasiljevic. another student leader, said Gen. Perisic 
promised there would be "no repeat of 1991" when Mr. 
Milosevic ordered tanks into Belgrade to crush an outbreak 


of demonstrations for democratic change. 

Mr. Milosevic alienated the army by summarily purging 
scores of generals and running down the ranks after army 
forces failed to prevent Croatia’s secession from federal 
Yugoslavia in 1991. 

Last week, unidentified army officers warned Mr. 
Milosevic after he unleashed riot police to beat demonstra- 
tors that army troops would not fire on protesters again. 

The opposition movement has also garnered sympathy 
from the Serbian Orthodox Church and disgruntled ele- 
ments of the police whose standard of living has plunged 
like most Yugoslavs. 

Zajedno outfoxed a ban on marches Sunday by staging a 
vast traffic jam of hooting cars in central Belgrade, allow- 
ing more than 100,000 Zajedno supporters to flood the 
streets on foot. 

Demonstrators planned to gather Monday evening in 
Republic Square and then march to St. Sava’s Cathedral for 
midnight mass. The Serbian Orthodox Church celebrates 
Christmas on Jan. 7 according to the old Julian calendar. 

Meanwhile, Bosnian Serb leaders called Monday on their 
erstwhile champion. Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic, 
to recognise immediately the results of disputed local elec- 
tions in Serbia in which the opposition made sweeping 
gains. 

In a hard-hitting pronunciation on the seven-week stand- 
off between opposition protestors and Mr. Milosevic’s gov- 
ernment. the Bosnian Serb entity urged the Serbian leader 
to reinstate the opposition gains in the November polls so 
as to avoid bloodshed 

“It is stupid to stubbornly refuse to recognise- what the 
laws of civilisation dictate.” said Aleksa Buha. head of the 
ruling Bosnian Serb Party, as quoted by the Bosnian Seri? 
News Agency (SRNA). 

“Whatever the authorities think of the (opposition) 
Together Coalition, the choice of the people is the choice of 
God." Mr. Buha said in a message addressed to Orthodox 
Christians on the eve of Orthodox Christmas. 

The Bosnian Serbs, once Mr. Milosevic’s trusted proxy in 
Bosnia, have long since distanced themselves from their 
Belgrade patron, who they blame for foisting an “unjust" 
peace settlement on Bosnia. 

In another reaction to the ongoing Serbian stand-off, 
opposition leader Vesna Pesic told the French daily Le 
Monde she believed a solution to the crisis was close at 
hand becausr Mr. Milosevic had few other choices. 

“I believe we will soon get a solution because President 
Milosevic is not so irrational as to refuse to accept the 
results of a commission which he himself invited," Ms. 
Pesic said, referring to the OSCE mediation team which 
called on Mr. Milosevic to recognise the opposition wins. 

“If he does (refuse), he would find himself completely 
isolated diplomatically ," she added. 


Central African capital calm as 
mediators expected to arrive 


BANGUI (AFP> — Bangui 
Was calm Monday morning 
a day after fierce clashes 
between rebel soldiers and 
French troops backing loy- 
alist forces, as the troubled 
Central African Republic 
awaited the arrival of Af- 
rican mediators seeking a 
solution to the crisis. 

French troops and Forces 
loyal to Central African 
President Ange-Felix Pa- 
tasse remained in control of 
Bangui Monday, after stor- 
ming a number of positions 
and districts held by muti- 
nous soldiers since mid- 
November. 

No shots have been heard 
since Sunday's fighting in 
which 10 rebel soldiers 
were killed, according to 
Fren h officers. Govern- 
ment forces were still con- 
trolling access to central 
Bangui Monday, while traf- 
fic circulated as normal 
once again in districts for- 
merly held by the muti- 
neers. 

Officials were waiting for 
the arrival of the African 
mediation team, which is to 
be led by Malian General 
Amadou Toumani Toure 
and will include Gabonese 
Defence Minister General 
Idriss Ngari. 

The mediators were seek- 
ing a definitive solution to 
the Central African Repub- 
lic’s troubles, which flared 
three times last year as 
mutinous soldiers rose up to 
oust Mr. Patasse's govern- 
ment after an initial protest 
over pay arrears. 

The heavily-armed 
French forces in the repub- 
lic launched the onslaught 
Sunday alter two French 
Naw commandos were 


killed in the capital.' They 
took control of the rebels’ 
command post in the suburb 
of Petevo and drove muti- 
nous forces from several 
other positions in the town. 

In addition to the fatali- 
ties. some 52 rebels were 
taken prisoner during the 
operation, but mutiny leader 
Anicet Saulet was not 
among them, French mili- 
tary sources said. 

Some of the mutineers are 
believed to have melted into 
the civilian population, but 
sources in Bangui said that 
others could have crossed 
into neighbouring Zaire. 

Most of the rebels howev- 
er remain shut in Bangui’s 
main barracks in the eastern 
part of the town. The camp 
was bombarded by heavy 
guns and helicopters, but 
French forces did not enter 
the facility, settling instead 
for sealing the barracks off. 

France, which boosted its 
2.000-strong presence in the 
troubled republic with the 
dispatch of a further 300 
troops Sunday, has stressed 
that its actions in Bangui are 
aimed at supporting democ- 
racy and protecting French 
nationals in the country. 

Bui in Paris Monday, pro- 
testors occupied the repub- 
lic's embassy to protest 
what they described as 
French military intervention 
in the internal affairs of the 
former French colony. 

In a statement Monday, 
the dozen embassy urged 
“the immediate withdrawal 
of troops of the French co- 
lonial occupation/’ called 
on Mr. Patasse to resign, 
and urged the United Na- 
tions to send a neutral force 
to help shore up peace and 


national reconciliation. '.f 5 * 

French Socialist leader 
Lionel Jospin meanwhile 
warned the French govern- 
ment from getting sucked 
into an internal conflict. 

“Of course, our forces 
should watch out for their 
own security," Mr. Jospin 
said, but added that he 
feared for "a rise in the po- 
werful anti-French feeling 
in the Central African Re- 
public." 

He said Mr. Patasse had 
not behaved in a democratic 
fashion and bad failed to 
stabilise the situation in his 
country. 

“A political solution must 
be found if we are to avoid 
the perpetuation of old-style 
interventionism and the risk 
of becoming sucked into a 
military imbroglio," Mr. 
Jospin said. 

But the french interven- 
tion appears to have ended 
seven weeks of rebellion 
against Mr. Patasse — elec- 
ted president in October 
1993 — in w’hich rebel 
troops took control of key 
barracks and demanded the 
president resign. 

The rebellion was the 
third within a year and me 
tivated by both pay arrears 
and ethnic politics. African 
specialists say. 

Most of the rebels of the 
Yakoma ethnic group. Ya- 
koma residents of areas ta- 
ken from the rebels Sunday 
were fleeing the districts, 
fearing reprisals against 
them by troops loyal to Mr. 
Patasse. Sources in Paris 
said later that the rebels had 
called for a resumption of 
negotiations following Sun- 
day’s clashes. 


Sweden ’s popular Prince Bertil dies 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden’s Prince 
Bertil, who kept his romance with a 
divorced actress secret for 33 years to avoid 
a scandal, died Sunday at the age of 84. 

The royal palace said Prince Benil, who 
w as the uncle of King Carl XVI Gustaf and 
fourth in line to the Swedish throne, died in 
his sleep at his Stockholm home after a 
lengthy illness. 

Regarded as the grand old man of the 
royaf family and immensely popular in 
Sweden. Prince Bertil was the son of King 
Gustaf Adolf VI, who died in 1973. 

For 33 years he kept his relationship with 
divorced British actress Lilian Craig a 
secret to avoid a scandal that could have 
damaged the monarchy while the present 
king was a child. 

The two met during World War II in 


London but they only married In 1976. 
Prince Bertil could have lost his tide by 
marrying a commoner and risked plunging 
Swedish royalty into chaos. 

The court said iii a statement: "Prince 
Bertil had been treated for several years for 
bean and lung problems. Recently his con- 
dition had gradually deteriorated. Prince 
Bertil died quietly and peacefully in his 
own home.” 

Prince Benil was a keen sportsman and 
introduced the French game of boules to 
Sweden, he had a second home in the south 
of France. 

Prime Minister Goran Persson paid trib- 
ute to Prince Berul’s contribution to 
Swedish sport and to the dozens of trade 
delegations he led around the world over 
more than 30 years. 


Sri Lankan 
troops open 
hew front 
against 
rebels 

COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Hundreds of airborne 
troops launched a fresh 
offensive against Tamil Ti- 
ger guerrillas Monday and 
opened a new front amid 
rising rebel attacks in east- 
ern Sri Lanka, officials 
said. 

Four groups of elite army 
units were fanning out on a 
search-and-destroy mission 
against the Liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) along two high- 
ways leading to the coastal 
town of Batticaloa. offi- 
cials said. 

“Soldiers are moving in 
small groups to ambush 
and confront the Tigers,” a 
local official said by tele- 
phone. “Commando units 
have been deployed deep 
inside jungles for this oper- 
ation." 

The latest military drive 
code-named “Rjvijaya 
Two” was mounted two 
days after the air force des- 
troyed a training facility of 
the Tiger guerrillas in the 
area. 

There were no immediate 
reports of confrontations in 
the latest operation. 

Air force bombers 
smashe d the training base 
of the LTTE Saturday and 
killed 15 rebels and woun- 
ded another IS, officials 
said. 

Within hours of the at- 
tack. the Tigers moved to 
retaliate in the same district 
by ambushing a crowded 
military bus with a power- 
ful land mine. Nineteen 
soldiers were wounded. 

The Tiger guerrillas esca- 
lated their attacks in rhe 
east following an offensive 
the security forces- con- 
ducted in the eastern jun- 
gles and claimed to have 
killed 19 rebels on New 
Year's Day. 

The LTTE is leading a 
drawn out campaign for 
independence in the is- 
land’s northern and eastern 
regions where the two mil- 
lion Tamil minority is con- 
centrated. 

More than 50,000 people 
have been killed in fighting 
in the past 24 yearn. 



Members of the Rnstenborg Muslim community inspect the damage at a Mosque where one of three bombs explod- 
ed near Johannesburg Sunday. The attack was the second incident in two weeks involving suspected white right- 
wingers. Police have arrested two white men in connection with Sunday’s three bomb blasts (Reuter photo) 

Far-right group claims S. African bombs 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— A shadowy extreme-right 
group has claimed responsi- 
bility for three bomb attacks 
in the mining region of 
Rustenburg northwest of 
here, the South African 
Press Agency (SAPA) re- 
ported Monday. 

The claim was made in a 
telephone call to national 
television by a man speak- 
ing in an Afrikaans accent 
who said he represented the 
Boere Aanvals Troepe 
(Boer Storm troopers or 
BAT). 

In the statement, he said 
BAT recognised Nelson 
Mandela as president of 
South Africa and had noth- 
ing against blacks, but 
demanded that all Indians 
be removed from parlia- 
ment 

BAT did not recognise 
Indians as indigenous peo- 
ple, labelling them “the 


anti-Christ because they did 
not accept Jesus Christ 
SAPA added, quoting the 
statement 

The Boer Stoimtroopers 
had earlier claimed respon- 
sibility for two pipe bomb 
attacks in a crowded shop- 
ping centre in Worcester, 
near Cape Town, on Chris- 
tmas Eve which killed three 
children and an adult and 
injured 60. 

Police then said they were 
looking for three escaped 
right wing convicts who had 
broken out of prison in 
March last year while on 
trial for a string of bomb- 
ings shortly before the his- 
toric all-race elections of 
April 1994. 

The first explosion Sun- 
day took place shortly after 
midnight at a mosque in the 
suburb of Ziniaville and 
slightly injured two night 
watchmen.. - ;i • ■ •: 


The second bomb explod- 
ed at a post office some 30 
kilometres from Rusten- 
burg, while the third explo- 
sion, later in the night, tar- 
geted a department store in 
the outskirts of the town. 

Two people were injured 
in the blasts early Sunday, 
which also caused wide- 
spread damage. 

Two white men were ar- 
rested at a road block in the 
region. Christiaan Harmse, 
26. and Pierre Jacobs, 31, 
were remanded in custody 
for a week so police could 
continue their inquiries. 
Police are treating the claim 
of responsibility seriously. 
The group had not been 
heard of publicly before 
claiming the Christmas Eve 
bombs but says it represent 
the Boer community. 

In their statement over the 
Dec. 24 blasts, they said the 
attacks: would continue until 


certain demands were met, 
including the release from 
prison of far-right prisoners. 

The three escaped con- 
victs were all members of 
the Afrikaaner Resistance 
Movement (AWB) of Eu- 
gene Terre Blanche. 

He denied the two men 
arrested at Rustenberg were 
also AWB members, but 
admitted some of BAT’s 
goals coincided with its 
own. “If President Mandela 
wants to change the battle- 
field in a land of peace, we 
must talk about the releas- 
ing of my people," he said 
in an interview that was 
published Monday in the 
Beeld newspaper. 

Mr. Mandela’s ruling Afri- 
can National Congress called 
the attacks an affront “to the 
entire peace-loving people of 
our country,” and urged peo- 
ple not to panic in the face of 
Tsuch barbaric provocarion." 


Suspected IRA rebels 
rocket Belfast court 


BELFAST (R) — Suspec- 
ted Irish Republican guer- 
rillas fired a racket at the 
Belfast High Court Mon- 
day, injuring a police offi- 
cer. 

Security sources said the 
blast was caused by a prim- 
itive device launched at a 
joint army and police 
checkpoint near the heavily 
protected buildings in the 
centre of the Northern 
Ireland capital. 

“It looks like some sort of 
rocket attack," a senior po- 
lice officer at the scene 
said. 

One officer needed med- 
ical treatment after the at- 
tack. security sources said. 

Shoppers in a nearby 
street saw a man get our of 
a car and launch a rocket at 
the security post before dri- 
ving off. 

A car was later found on 
fire in a nearby street a 
usual guerrilla tactic to des- 
troy any forensic traces. 

Bomb disposal' officers 
combed the area and police 
sources said the remains of 
a missile had been found. 

John Hunter, a lawyer in 
court at the time, said: “I 
heard a bomb go off, there 
was momentary shock. We 
all realised it was a bomb." 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility but 
security sources said the 
attack carried all the hall- 
marks of the Irish Republi- 
can Array (IRA), which is 
fighting to end British rule 
of Northern Ireland to re- 
unite it with the Irish Re- 
public. 

On New Year’s Eve, the 
IRA said it had abandoned a 
van carrying a landmine in 
f he grounds of Belfast , 
Lastle. Tight security had 
prevented them from reach- 
ing their intended target. 

The IRA has regularly 
attacked members of the 
12,000-strong Royal Ulster 
Constabulary and Britain’s 
18,000 troops in the pro- 
vince during its 25-year 
fight against British rule. 

Last OcL 7, guerrillas pe- 
netrated Britain’s army 
headquarters in Lisburn, 
near Belfast, and exploded 
two car bombs, killing one 
soldier and injuring 30. 


The IRA ended a 17- 
month ceasefire last Feb- 
ruary. The organisation is 
demanding admission of its 
political arm, Sinn Fein, to 
current multiparty peace 
talks on the future of Nor- 
thern Ireland. 

Britain and the Irish Re- 
public, co-sponsors of the 
talks, say Sinn Fein can 
only take part when the 
IRA has called a permanent 
end to its guerrilla war. 

Meanwhile, Northern Ire- 
land’s pro-Irish parries, 
Sinn Fein and the SDLP. 
said Monday they could not 
agree an election pact, a 
failure that may boost the 
poll performance of their 
pro-British Unionist rivals. 

Gerry Adams, President 
Of Sinn Fein, political wing 
of IRA guerrillas, said that 
his hopes of an accord with 
the Social Democratic and 
Labour Party (SDLP) of 
John Hume had broken 
down and the two Catholic- 
backed groups would now 
compete with each other, 

“The debate may go on in 
public, but the possibility of 
getting a pact together is 
finished,” Mr. Adams told 
Northern Ireland Radio af- 
ter Mr. Hume laid down 
tough conditions for a deal. 

“I am disappointed no 
arrangement is possible on 
a viable strategy, but we 
will both in our own way do 
our best to maximise and 
consolidate our own party 
political standing." 

Irish nationalists believe 
that a joint strategy to contest 
the British general election, 
which must be held by May, 
would give them three or 
four more seats in the British 
parliament, cutting into 
Unionist dominance there. 

At present there are four 
SDLP members in the 
House of Commons, and a 
total of 13 Unionists, who 
want the province to re main 
part of Britain and are 
opposed to any dilution of 
its sovereignty. 

Sinn Fein has no seats. Its 
official policy is to boycott 
rite British parliament be- 
cause it entails an oath of 
allegiance to Britain, which 
it sees as an illegal colonial 
ruler. 


H. Kong warned against 
trying to change China 


HONGKONG (R) — Lord 
Howe. Britain’s foreign 
minister at the time of the 
drafting of a treaty on the 
handover of Hong Kong to 
China, warned the British 
colony Monday against try- 
ing to trigger political 
change on the mainland. 

He also urged Hong 
Kong’s politically divided 
community ro forge con- 
sensus. 

“If Hong Kong tries, 
which I don’t think it will, 
to make itself a bridgehead 
for revolutionary change in 
China, it will risk doing 
great damage to itself," 
Lord Howe, foreign secre- 
tary in former Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher's 
government when the Sino- 
British Joint Declaration on 
Hong Kong was signed in 
1984. 

Lord Howe said the terms 
of (he joint declaration cut 
both ways. 

Britain has promised to 
end over a century and a 
half of colonial rule and 
return Hong Kong to China 
at midnight on June 30, 
1997, now just 176 days 
away. 

China in return promised 
considerable autonomy for 
the people of Hong Kong 
under a “one country, two 
systems" principle by 
which capitalism would 
continue to prevail and so- 
cialism would not be im- 
posed on the prosperous 
territory of six million. 

“Hong Kong is certainly 
entitled to have all its tradi- 
tional way of life, its bill of 
rights, its legal protection 
through rule of law upheld 
without interference from 
the mainland,” Lord Howe 
said in a interview with 
Radio Hong Kong. 

"The mainland is also en- 
titled to say we can remain 
free of interference from 
Hong Kong." 

Lord Howe declined to 
get drawn into the bitter 
dispute dividing Hong 
Kong in the delicate count- 
down period to the transi- 
tion. 

Hong Kong’s Democrats 
are up in arms over China’s 
plans to dismantle the 
colony’s elected legislature 
and replace it with an 


appointed provisional bod) 

The Democratic Party, th 
largest in the legislature 
and its allies will be kick© 
out of the chamber whe: 
the provisional legislatur 
is installed, undoing at 
stroke electoral reform 
introduced by the British ti 
China's fury. 

Democratic Party leader 
have threatened to chal 
lenge the Provisional Legis 
lature’s constitutional rigb 
to exist, forcing it to plan ti 
hold its meetings across thi 
border in China. 

‘ There has to be a cominj 
together of Hong Kong lea 
. ders if Hong Kong is to to 
governed by Hong Kong,' 
Lord Howe said. 

The outgoing Britisl 
colonial administration ha 
refused all cooperation wit] 
the Provisional Legislarun 
but has pledged to assis 
Hong Kong’s Jeader-desig 
nate. Tung Chee-Hwa 

Mr. Tung, selected over 
whelmingly by a China 
assembled panel last month 
held working-level talks ii 
Beijing this weekend witl 
Chinese officials response 
ble for the transition. 

He did nordisclose detail: 
of discussions concerning 
legality or otherwise of the 
chamber but said Beijing 
had agreed to foot the bill 
for the Provisional Legisla- 
ture for the months leading 
up to the reversion of sover- 
eignty. 

China would seek, reim- 
bursement from the post- 
coloniai government, Mr. 
Tung told reporters in Bei- 
jing Sunday. 

Mr. Tung said he would 
formulate a budget to cover 
the activities of the provi- 
sional legislature once he 
had chosen his “team-des- 
ignate," or the inner circles 
of Hong Kong’s future 
administration. 

So far, Mr. Tung has invit- 
ed only Hong Kong’s popu- 
lar and influential top 
servant Anson Chan to 
remain in her post aod serwj 
as his number two. He ***“ 
he did not need Beijing 5 
approval to make appoint- 
ments. 

Mr. Tung will continue to 
meet senior civil servants 
this week. 
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Two Spanish men try to pull a car oat of a snow covered ditch Sunday. Freezing weather from northern) Europe 
reached Spain over the last few days causing traffic problems around the country especially in the north (Reuter 
photo) 

Big freeze kills more over weekend in Europe 


PARIS (AFP) — The big 
freeze across Europe and 
beyond — which has cost 
more than 260 lives — 
claimed more victims Sun- 
day, hut relief was on hand 
for many road and rail trav- 
ellers — as well as pros- 
pects for wanner weather 
later in the week. 

Forecasters in Toulouse, 
southwest France, said 
France could expect a thaw 
by Thursday, when a mass 
of moist maritime air from 
the Atlantic should beat 
back the polar cold that has 
swept down from northeast 
Europe. 

For Monday and Tuesday, 
temperatures in the north of 
France will nonetheless 
once- again hover around 
miM^-lfo'dagrees Cel sius 
ices Fahrenheit). 


g warned against; 
to change China Lev ^ e breaks 

in California 
flood, homes 
endangered 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Levees broke along several 
bloated northern California 
riyers Sunday, flooding 
wide areas of rich farmland 
and threatening houses but 
evacuees in other areas 
were allowed to return 
home. 

While it was too early to 
estimate damage, local of- 
ficials said losses to Cali- 
fornia’s $22 billion agricul- 
tural industry could be 
high. An unknown number 
of livestock perished in the 
flood and thousands of 
acres of. farmland were un- 
der water. 

Workers rushed to build a 
wall of earth around the 
small town of Meridian, SO 
kilometres north of Sacra- 
mento, after a levee broke 
Saturday night. flooding 
farmland. 

Authorities ordered the 
town's 300 residents to 
evacuate while workers 
rushed to build an earthen 
wall to try to hold back 
floodwater which was gra- 
dually spreading towards 
the town Sunday. 

Although skies were clear, 
several other new- levee 
breaks were reported in 
northern and ceniral Cali- 
fornia as rivers, swelled by 
last week's heavy storms and 
melting snow, punched their 
way through the barriers. 

“Just when you think 
tilings might start settling 
down, there’s been a couple 
of other levee breaks to- 
day,” Steve Martarano, a 
spokesman for the Califor- 
ma Office of Emergency 
Services, said. 

California was among 
states hardest hit by fierce 
storms that killed more 
tiian 20 people and caused 
hundreds of millions' of 
*tollars of damage in the 
western United States, 
ftesideni Bill Clinton has 
declared a major disaster in 
Parts of California. Idaho 
^ Nevada hit by floods and 
mudslides, making federal 
^d available to victims. 

AihirJiur , ' 1 ■' .... 


year-old man found uncon- 
scious overnight on a frozen 
lake in Warwickshire died 
some hours after being 
taken to hospital. 

In Kent, a missing 29- 
year-old man was found 
dead in the snow on a path 
near his home, while in 
Dorset a 47-year-old wo- 
man — last seen out look- 
ing for her dog — died in 
similar circumstances. 

Their deaths brought to 1 3 
the reported toll from cold- 
related fatalities in Britain 
in the past 10 days. 

Meanwhile in Morocco, 
officials said six people 
were killed and 30 injured 
in flooding which hit the 
region in the past few days. 
The six who died were all 
killed byroad accidents. 1 
‘ TiTFrance. 'theZ^veOf a 
road-salting,, vehicle was 
killed when the vehicle slid 


on black ice. 

In Ireland, a 25-year-old 
man died after crashing 
through the thin ice of. a 
lake near Gort, in County 
Galway, while trying to res- 
cue bis dog. 

Temperatures in much of 
Britain hovered just above 
the freezing mark Sunday, 
and forecasters anticipated 
that the mercury would 
edge up slowly as the week 
progresses. 

In Switzerland, freezing 
rain was blamed for a head- 
on collision Sunday bet- 
ween two cars on the Lau- 
sanne-Bem Highway that 
killed two women, aged 6S 
and 2S, police said. 

In Spain, a French lorry 
driver was killed early Sun- 
day in the northern. Buigos 
rpro^lrtctrdfte^ 
out of control on an - icy 
road. 


The accident happened in 
the same area where three 
people were killed Friday in 
a car crash caused by heavy 
snow on the road. 

The freezing weather is 
believed responsible for the 
deaths of at least 16 people 
in Spain since last week. 

The capital Madrid was 
hit by heavy snowfalls early 
Sunday and the authorities 
advised against road travel 
in the region. 

And in Italy, five people 
were reported missing after 
two separate avalanches in 
the northeast 
In Germany, a man in his 
50s who had been missing 
for several days was found 
dead Saturday at Magde- 
burg, in. the east police said. 
His d e ath br ought- ro-42-the- 
number-of cold-linked fatal- 
ities in Germany. 
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Indian premier visits Bangladesh 
amid signs of warming relations 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bangla- 
desh Monday rolled out the 
red carpet for Prime Minis- 
ter H.D.'Deve Gowda, the 
first Indian premier to visit 
Dhaka in more than 20 
years, amid signs of warm- 
ing bilateral ties. 

Bangladesh Air Force jets 
escorted the special aircraft 
carrying Mr. Deve Gowda 
and Bangladesh Prime Mi- 
nister Sheikh Hasina Wajed 
welcomed her indian coun- 
terpart for the two-day offi- 
cial trip. 

Sheikh Hasina went to 
New Delhi last month to fi- 
nalise an accord to share 
water from the Ganges Ri- 
ver, ending the last major 
strain on ties between the 
two. 

The Ganges water treaty 
— hailed as a boost for 
drought stricken regions in 
western Bangladesh — 
came into effect from Jan. 
I, for the dry - season. 

Mr. Deve Gowda is the 
first Indian leader to visit 
Dhaka since the late Indira 
Gandhi in 1973. 

"The visit is very signifi- 
cant to strengthen bilateral 
ties as it -is taking place 
soon after" Sheikh Hasina’s 
trip, one Foreign Ministry 
official said. 


Welcoming Mr. Deve 
Gowda, the Daily Star 
newspaper said the Indian 
leader was "not just a prime 
minister for us. He repre- 
sents new thinking on the 
pan of Indian leadership." 

It added that Mr. Deve 
Gowda has “brought us two 
nations to (the) threshold of 
a new vista full with pro- 
mises of a mutually fash- 
ioned prosperity of both 
minds and materials." 

The Bangladesh Observer 
daily also noted Mr. Deve 
Gowda's success in ending 
the major water-sharing 
problem and said it hoped a 
solution would be found to 
tribal insuigency and trade 
issues. . 

Talks between Mr. Deve 
Gowda and Sheikh Hasina 
were expected to focus on 
tribal insurgency in south- 
east Bangladesh, bordering 
India’s Tripura state. 

Some 50,000 Cbakmas 
tribals fled to Tripura in the 
1980s, when Dhaka 
launched a programme ro 
settle Bengali-speaking 
Muslims in the hilly region. 

Buddhist tribesmen op- 
posed the move and troops 
moved in. leading to an in- 
surgency that has left more 
than 2,500 people dead. A 


slow repatriation of the 
tribesmen to their homes 
started two years ago. but 
Dhaka alleges that the tribal 
rebels operate from bases in 
India. 

Dhaka has held several 
rounds of talks with tribal 
leaders in an attempt to end 
the dispute. 

A 19-gun salute heralded 
the arrival of the Indian 
leader, who is the first state 
guest to visit Dhaka since 
Sheikh Hasina came to 
office in June 1996. 

Mr. Deve Gowda held 
talks with several Bangla- 
desh ministers soon after ar- 
riving in Dhaka and was the 
guest of honour at a recep- 
tion hosted by Sheikh .Hasi- 
na at her official Ganabha- 
ban residence. 

Mr. Deve Gowda, current 
chairman of the seven-na- 
tion South Asian Associa- 
tion for Regional Coopera- 
tion (SAARC), is accompa- 
nied by a delegation inc- 
luding Foreign Minister In- 
der Kumar Gujral and 
Home Minister Indrajit 
Gupta. 

SAARC groups Bangla- 
desh, Bhutan, India, the 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. 


Suharto calls for orderly election 


JAKARTA (R) — President 
Suharto called Monday for 
Indonesia's general elec- 
tions in May to be a "festiv- 
ity of democracy" without 
violence. 

Mr. Suharto, delivering 
his annual budget address to 
parliament, described the 
May general election as “a 
festivity of democracy for 
us. Normally as a festivity, 
the general eketion must 
bring happiness to all of us. 

"A general election cam- 
paign" that causes damage 
— both physical and to peo- 
ple’s property — must be 
avoided” Mr. Suharto said 
in the address broadcast live 
on national television. 

“The excesses of such a 
campaign will only disgrace 
the general election and tar- 
nish the democratic prac- 


tices dial we want to uphold 
in this country," he said. 

Mr. Suharto said it was for 
this reason that the govern- 
ment had wanted to put the 
emphasis on a dialogue 
campaign by discussing 
development issues. Last 
month it issued regulations 
banning street rallies in the 
official one month cam- 
paign period. 

He said it was unavoid- 
able that the political cli- 
mate would beat up ahead 
of the election. 

“What we have to avoid is 
an uncontrolled situation, 
clashes and animosity 
among ourselves. This cer- 
tainly is unhealthy and even 
endangers our nation,” Mr. 
Suharto said, calling on 
people not to be antago- 
nised by differences bet- 


ween each other. 

"These kind of differences 
are the characteristics of de- 
mocracy. Therefore, we can 
overcome them through de- 
mocratic means as well," 
Mr. Suharto said. 

Four major riots have 
errupted in Indonesia in the 
last six months, two of them 
in the last two weeks. 

Political and social ana- 
lysts said this indicated how 
quickly ethnic and religious 
tensions could explode in 
this disparate nation of 200 
million people. 

Officials in briefings 
ahead of the budget speech 
said the government would 
boost spending on informa- 
tion at home and abroad by 
56.2 per cent to 286 billion 
rupiah (SI21 million). 


18 kilted in new Algerian massacre 


ALGIERS- (Agencies) — Terrorists killed 18 people and 
wounded another 18 in an overnight attack near Algiers, the 
security services said Monday, blaming the arrack on' 
Islamic fundamentalists. 

The massacre occurred in Douaouada, 30 kilometres west 
of Algiers, the services said, giving no further details but 
adding that the “cowardly” attack was the work of a ‘‘ter- 
rorist group," the term officially used to refer to ‘Armed 
Islamic Groups. 

Civil defence personnel and security services went to the 
scene immediately to care for the survivors, 

Douaouda, near the Mediterranean resort of Zeralda, has 
seen several civilian massacres in recent weeks. 

Six ,days ago, six construction workers were hacked to 
death on their building site. 

The new killing came just 24 hours after 16 people were 
killed in the village of Ben Achour. 50 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

About 50 rebels, split into four groups, attacked Ben 
Achour village in Blida province at night and killed 16 peo- 
ple from five families, including old people and a disabled 
man. they said. 

Pro-government armed volunteers said the rebels turned 
on the civilians after fighting a three-hour gunbattle with 
the anti-rebel militiamen in which more than 10 guerrillas 
were killed. 

The Algerian security forces reported the mass killing in 
a statement carried by the official Algerian News Agency 
(APS), blaming it on a "group of terrorists" — their term 
for Muslim guerrillas. 

"Many of the victims were beheaded with axes,” one vil- 
lager who had seen the bodies told Reuters by telephone. 

All members of one family were killed with their hodies 
tom apart when the rebels blew up their bouse with a bomb, 
another villager said. 

A member of the armed anti-rebel volunteer force known 
as Patriots said the rebels killed the non-combatant civilians 
after they met stiff resistance from the volunteers in Ben 
Achour in a three-hour battle. 

"More than 10 terrorists were killed in the battle," he said. 
He did not say if there were casualties among the pro-gov- 
ernment forces. 

Other residents said the battle was heavy and some of the 
army vehicles sent as reinforcement had been hit and 
destroyed by the guerrillas. 

The residents said most of the adult men in Ben Achour 
had been armed by the authorities after guerrillas massa- 
cred 19 civilians in the village four months ago. 

The news of the killings came one day after Prime 
Minister Ahmad Ouyahia said his government had largely 
quashed the five-year-old Muslim guerrilla struggle. 

Ben Achour village is near Ferme Trap community where 
10 civilians were lolled in a rebel raid Sunday. ' 

The latest killings brought to more than 90 the number of 
people killed in the past four weeks. More than 80 civilians 
were killed in November. 

In a speech ro Algeria ’s'unelected quasi-parliament Satur- 
day, Mr. Ouyahia said: "Terrorism is really reduced to a 
residual level." 

Algeria uses the term “terrorism" for actions by the armed 
fundamentalists who have been fighting to overthrow the 
government for five years. About 60,000 people, including 
many civilians and more than 100 foreigners, have died in 
the violence. 


“The results achieved on the ground allow the govern- 
ment to reiterate that terrorism in Algeria has been defeat- 
ed," Ml Ouyahia said in his speech to the Transitional 
National Council. 

But one member of the usually tame council underscored 
concerns about the continuing violence and urged the gov- 
ernment to step up the battle against the rebels. 

“The measures to fight the scourge (of terrorism) must be 
radically reviewed in order to end terrorism quickly and 
effectively,” APS Sunday quoted the unnamed council 
member as asking the government 

Meanwhile, a leading Islamic extremist group Sunday 
warned France and other Western countries to stop provid- 
ing aid to the Algerian government and keep out of rhe civil 
war between the government and fundamentalists in 
Algeria. 

The warning by the Islamic Salvation Army (AISl came 
hours after the Ben Achour murders. ' 

In a statement received by AFP, the armed wing of the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) also denied involvement in 
terrorist operations outside Algeria. 

It said Western governments led by France, the former 
colonial power in Algeria, continued to give financial ass- 
si stance to what it called the "putschist" regime in Algeria, 
on the pretext of aid to the Algerian people. 

"But the Algerian people sees with its own eyes that this 
aid is going towards the purchase of destructive and oppres- 
sive equipment which simply worsen the junta's crimes." it 
added. 

At least 50,000 people have died since Islamic hardliners 
took up arms in 1992 after the now-banned FIS was denied 
al most-certain electoral victory when the military-backed 
government cancelled a second round of general elections. 

The statement said the A1S considered the only legitimate 
aid to Algeria to be humanitarian. It had previously de- 
nounced aid of five to six billion francs ($1 billion) being 
provided annually to Algeria by France. 

The AIS warned Western governments "to stay out of the 
war in which the children of the people are faced with a rot- 
ten regime.’’ 

In a reference to a threatening letter addressed last month 
from a rival Islamic fundamentalist group to France’s 
President Jacques Chirac, Sunday's statement said the AIS 
refused "all responsibility for any act affecting the security 
of peoples who have nothing to do with the crimes com- 
mitted by the putschist regime." 

In its letter to Mr. Chirac, the Islamic Armed Group, GI A, 
rival of the AIS. threatened to continue terrorist acts in 
France.. 

The Islamic Salvation Front has described this GIA text 
as a "manipulation” by Algerian intelligence services to 
coerce the West into giving the Algerian government more 
assistance. 

Also Sunday, AFP obtained a copy of a videocassette dis- 
tributed by the AIS on Internet, and showing its fighters 
deploying in Algeria. 

The one-and-a-half hour long colour video in Arabic 
shows scenes from the life of the Mujahedeen in unidenti- 
fied areas during 1995 and 1996, with claims of atrocities 
allegedly committed by the Algerian security forces. 

It alleged these used napalm gas. and showed a grave with 
some 20 corpses and shots of destroyed houses and vil- 
lages._ 


Kabul cleans up after bloody jet bombings 


KABUL (AFP) — The U.S. 
embassy compound in Ka- 
bul was among the bomb 
sites being cleared by Af- 
ghan explosive experts 
Monday, a day after bomb- 
ings in the capital left 12 
dead and 69 wounded. 

“Our Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) teams are 
still working in the United 
States embassy compound,” 
said Horaayoon Farid of the 
Halo Trust, a British-based 
demining agency. 

Halo Trust teams rushed 
to the area Sunday shortly 
after two bombers belong- 
ing to the anti-Taleban al- 
liance launched a vicious 
surprise attack, killing four 
and wounding 32. 

Later in the day. a vege- 
table can exploded in a cen- 
tral city bazaar killing eight 
and wounding 37, the Tale- 


ban-run state radio said. 

Anti-aircraft fire crackled 
over Kabul Monday morn- 
ing, but it was not clear if 
this was in response ro an 
air intruder. 

Even though the immedi- 
ate danger of Sunday’s dev- 
astatingjet raid by Russian- 
made Sukhoi Su-22 bom- 
bers was over, the threat lin- 
gered on. 

"We found 12 unexploded 
bomblets in the U.S. embas- 
sy compound, along with 
many live tank shells and 
grenades," Mr. Farid said. 

The opposition jets 
dropped a combination of at 
least four high-explosive 
blast-bombs, and four clus- 
ter-bombs. on the former 
diplomatic enclave of Wazir 
Akbar Khan. 

Two of the blast bombs 
completely destroyed two 


civilian houses, a third ex- 
ploded inside the U.S. em- 
bassy compound while the 
fourth smashed into a road, 
demolishing a large portion 
of the embassy’s rear peri- 
meter wall. 

“The local security staff 
asked usto check the col- 
lapsed perimeter wall for pos- 
sible bombs before they start 
repair work," Mr. Farid said. 

The American's closed 
their embassy in Kabul 
before the April 1992 victo- 
ry of the Mujahedeen over 
the Afghan Communist re- 
gime headed by ex-Presi- 
dent Najibullah. 

Days before the Taliban 
Islamic militia captured Ka- 
bul on Sept. 27, 1996. and 
ousted Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, the 
handful of resident foreign 
diplomats fled the country. 


Indonesia has kept some 
junior officials on duty. 

Also working in Wazir 
Akbar Khan Monday were 
EOD teams of the United 
Nations Demining Agency 
Afghan Technical Consul- 
tants (ATC), who conducted 
a house-by-house check for 
unexploded bombs. 

“A 250-kilograrame clus- 
ter bomb can contain up ro 
150 sub-munitions (bomb- 
lets)." said ATC field officer 
Mohammad Zabir. 

After the jet releases the 
cluster-bomb, the main bo- 
dy is designed to burst open 
in the air and disperse pow- 
erful bomblets over a wide 
area, Mr. Zahir explained. 

"We were lucky that the 
jet dropped the cluster- 
bombs from a low altitude. 
They didn't spread very 
far,” Mr. Zahir added. 


1,000 French troops are in Kisangani 


GOMA, Zaire (AFP) — 
Zairean rebels preparing for 
a counter-attack by govern- 
ment forces claimed Mon- 
day that French troops and 
South African arid Angolan 
mercenaries were stationed 
in Zaire to help Kinshasa's 
army. 

Rebel chief Laurenr-De- 
sire Kabila, speaking in the 
eastern town of Goma 
which is held by the mainly 
Tutsi forces, said 1,000 
French troops as well as 
South African and Angolan 
mercenaries were in Kisan- 
gani, 500 kilometres west of 
here. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Kinshasa, but 
the claim was hotly denied 
by Paris. 

A French Defence Minis- 
try spokesman said there 
were no French troops in 
Zaire, except for five para- 
military officers and a mili- 
tary attache at its embassy 
in Kinshasa. 

It was a message repeated 
bv the embassy itself, and 
aid and French as well. as 
EU diplomatic missions in 
Kisangani said they had 
seen no sign of French or 
other foreign troops there. 

The missions are in the 
town to help bring aid to 
300,000 to 500,000 refu- 
gees and displaced people 
on the move in that region. 
A U.N, refugee agency 
team is also due there. 

Mr. Kabila told AFP he 


was calling on the French 
government to withdraw its 
forces and change its policy 
of support for Zairean Pre- 
sident Mobutu Sese Seko. 

“They are present on terri- 
tory which is not French, to 
make war against whom?" 
Mr. Kabila said. 

Kisaogani is a strategic 
town that would be a major 
gathering point for a possi- 
ble counter-attack by Zai- 
rean government forces 
which was announced last 
week by authorities in Kin- 
shasa. 

The Zairean government 
has stressed it will not nego- 
tiate with Mr. Kabila, whose 
forces have captured a large 
swathe of territory in the 
east of the country, Zairean 
Television reported over the 
weekend. 

The television quoted In- 
formation Minister Koloni 
Longo as saying Zaire was 
determined to avenge the 
humiliating defeat inflicted 
by the rebels on government 
forces. 

Mr. Kabila said there were 
also mercenaries from the 
South African company 
executive outcome — he 
did not give numbers — in 
Watsa, near Kisangani, and 
some 2,000 from the former 
Angolan rebel movement 
UNTTA. 

The South Africans 
should be withdrawn so that 
“their blood will nor be 
spilled uselessly." 


He said 3,000 to 4,000 
Zairean army troops and 
elite Presidential Guards 
were in Kisangani preparing 
for the offensive. Govern- 
ment forces were deployed 
"in a radius of 30 kilometres 
around the town, where 
there is a curfew. 

"We are watching for it 
and will break iL They can 
only make incursions. They 
will be surrounded and an- 
nihilated." he added. 

“They have from two to 
four Antonov troop trans- 
port p'anes, 14 tanks, three 
helicopters and three fighter 
jets. We are watching them. 
This is the arsenal which is 
coming to crush the so- 
called rebellion." 

The military situation in 
territory under rebel control 
was calm. Mr. Kabila said. 
"We are waiting for these 
gentlemen to negotiate their 
departure from the political 
scene. If they do not go wil- 
lingly. they will be forced." 

The rebel chief said that 
international mining com- 
panies had indicated they 
wanted to return to the min- 
eral-rich region under rebel 
control, but were being pre- 
vented from doing so by 
"belligerents” in Europe. 

He also took a swipe at 
France over the Central Af- 
rican Republic, where 
French and government for- 
ces clashed with mutinous 
troops Sunday, leaving 10 
rebels dead. 


Zaire rebels 

It came after the killing of 
two French soldiers by the 
rebels, who had held part of 
the capital Bangui since the 
mutiny began on Nov. 15. 

“The Central African peo- 
ple did not call on the 
French army to come and 
kill,” Mr. Kabila said. "We 
are against foreign interven- 
tion. It is up to the people of 
the Central African Repub- 
lic to resolve their prob- 
lems, without the interven- 
tion of foreign forces.” 

Meanwhile, Executive 
Outcomes, a South African 
security company, Monday 
denied claims by Mr. Kabila 
that it is supplying merce- 
naries to fight alongside 
Zairean government troops. 

"It is a lie." said Executive 
Outcomes managing direc- 
tor Eben Barlow. "Why 
would we Be there? We 
were not asked by anyone to 
go there, we have no inter- 
est and no reason to be 
there. 

“Kabila is lying." Mr. 
Barlow added. 

The ultra-secretive Execu- 
tive Outcome has in the past 
recruited what it terms "te- 
chnical consultants" for An- 
gola and Sierra Leone. 

In Angola, the men — all 
seasoned soldiers — were 
paid until January 1995 by 
the government to protect 
diamond mines and installa- 
tions and to train govern- 
ment troops. 
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No perfect formulas 

IT MIGHT sound politically correct to 
seek consensus on national issues but it is 
impossible to have all people agree on a 
reasonably democratic elections law for 
Jordan. Those who contend that consen- 
sus will be difficult invoke the argument 
that deputies will not endorse any elec- 
toral changes that might lessen their 
chances of winning in the next elections. 
Deputies and politicians who belong to 
constituencies that are currently over- 
represented will also want to maintain 
their acquired rights. Minorities will not 
want to see their share of seats in 
Parliament reduced or abolished. These 
are some of the reasons why a consensus 
on a new law is near impossible. 

However, a constitutionally-based, 
democratically-oriented elections law 
must ensure that all Jordanians are rep- 
resented in Parliament and the constitu- 
tional formula of equality among 
Jordanians is met. 

The one-person, one-vote formula fol- 
lowed in the current law will certainly 
be appropriate if the law will be amend- 
ed to divide the country into $0 equally 
populated electoral districts. If that is 
done, the one-person, one-vote principle 
will offer the most effective way to 
ensuring equality among voters regard- 
less of the constituency in which they 
\ote. 

Therefore, the consensus that is being 
sougjij should - be for an ; elections: law 
based' on- the Constitution, iid particular 
the stipulation that all Jordanians are 
equal. And once there is a broad agree- 
ment on the parameters of the new legis- 
lation to govern future elections, 
Parliament would be asked to refine the 
rough edges of the new formulation. 
Obviously, the projected new law’ would 
be put to the test, not once but several 
times. Once any flaw is detected, it 
would naturally be rectified in due 
course on the basis of experience until 
the most appropriate formula is reached. 
Jordan needs to perfect its democratic 
ways gradually and on the basis of newly 
acquired experiences. What is important 
is lo keep the door open for improve- 
ment and for all involved to realise that 
they do not have a monopoly on truth. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A \\ KfTFR for Al RaT discussed a current visit io 
D.iiiiusciis by a dciiMtution from the Islamic Action 
honi in Joi dan. desciihing it as a step towards cement- 
ing relations among the Arab masses. The writer, whose 
pen name is Mccm. said that the fact that Syria, which 
wan in continuous conflict with the Muslim 
Brotherhood groups, is now taking u different stand and 
opening the door for a dialogue between its ruling 
Ba.iih Party and the other poliricul parlies of ihe Arab 
Wot Id. The fact ihut the delegation, which in fact repre- 
vem** flic Muslim Brotlierluxxl in Jordan, is welcomed 
•ii Damascus bears significant meaning, added the 
writer. He said that the meetings between the delegation 
and the B.iath Puny, along with the other national polit- 
ical groups in Syria, represent a clear sign of openness 
and flexibility on the pun of the Islamists in Jordan and. 
.it the same time, it reflect* a new trend in the Syrian 
poliey .a this important and critical stage facing the 
Arab Nation, according to the writer. He said that Ihe 
present circumstances and the challenges facing the 
Arab vountries make it imperative on the Arab leaders 
and Arab masse.* to join their ranks and work in soli- 
darity to attain ihcir legitimate, national aspirations. He 
siid that perhaps the new development will usher in Fur- 
ther tolerance and more political pluralism and in the 
Arab World. 

COMMENTING ON what is happening in the ongoing 
Israeli -Palestinian negotiations on Hebron, a writer for 
Al Dusloiir said that U.S. envoy Dennis Ross is biased 
tow ard* Israel and therefore nothing favourable for the 
Palestinians is expected from his mediation. Saleh 
Oallab accused Mr. Ross of not exercising pressure on 
the Israeli*, to foree them to comply with the Oslo 
accords and pull out the Israeli forees from Hebron, but 
rather putting more and more pressures on the 
Palestinians to give way lo Benjamin Netanyahu's 
defies and accept his terms. The writer said that Mr. 
Ross wants the Palestinians to give more concessions ro 
Mr. Netanyahu to help him overcome the difficulty he 
is lacing in his relations with the small religious and 
extremist parties in his government w ho reject the Oslo 
Weals and the redeployment of Israeli troops in Hebron. 
Instead of putting an end to this fiasco, Mr. Ross is 
exenmg more and more pressures on the Palestinians 
;uui this, said the writer, shows clearly that the envoy is 
there, at the negotiation table, just to help Israel have its 
Wa\ with the Palestinians. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Reading Jordanian rage, Arab 
attitudes and Israeli policies 


IN THE troublesome stalemate in peace making between 
Arabs and Israelis, Hebron is the focal point of immediate 
political logistics — but Jordan reflects the broader con- 
text of deteriorating Arab attitudes towards peace with tbe 
presenr Israeli government. Over two years after Jordan 
and Israel signed a peace accord that promised the first 
warm peace between Arabs and Israelis, the atmosphere in 
Jordan has rumed distinctly sour towards Israel 

Widescale Jordanian public opposition to ''normalisa- 
tion'' with Israel has focused sharply on the Israeli trade 
exhibition that is scheduled to open in Amman tomorrow. 

A vigorous campaign led by the widely respected former 
prime minister Ahmad Obeidat failed to stop the Israeli 
trade fair, and shifted its efforts instead to discouraging 
Jordanians from attending the event. The language being 
used by Jordanians to oppose the trade fair is worth 
analysing. 

Page one newspaper advertisements in the leading 
Jordanian newspapers this week have featured the follow- 
ing slogans: “No normalisation with occupiers”, “No to 
the Zionist fair in Amman", “Jordan is not the Zionist 
bridge to the Arab World”. “No to normalisation with the 
Zionist enemy” and “All efforts' directed to stopping the 
exhibition of ‘Israeli' products in Amman" 

The Jordan Engineers Association, which has spearhead- 
ed the campaign against the trade fair and normalisation in 1 
general, has put up a blackboard in its offices on which it 
says it w ill list the names of Jordanian firms that deal with 
Israelis. The “Jordanian national committee to prevent the 
Israeli industrial exhibition" announced last week that it 
would launch a blacklist of Jordanian individuals and 
companies that attend the fair, with a view to having them 
boycotted in JoTdan and throughout the Arab World. The 
Jordan Press Association asked Jordanian newspapers to 
run free ads against the fair, and asked Jordanian journal- 
ists and newspapers not to cover the event 

Individual exhortations on local electronic bulletin 
boards have stated that “We don't want any Zionist influ- 
ence in our beloved Jordanian Arab country," and have 
requested "Please, everybody, don't visit such a painful 
fair, remember our Arab and Muslim casualties and bow 
many people Jews did kill and are still killing... we will 
never forget...we will never forgive." 

The committee against the Israeli fair has also asked 
Jordanians to hoist the Jordanian flag on their houses, 
offices, organisations and cars Wednesday, as a sign of 
rejection of the Israeli fair and of normalisation with 
Israel. The committee's newspaper advertisements asked 
for the show of flags as a sign of “preserving national sov- 
ereignty”. 

This determined popular show of opposition to relations 
with Israel has been coupled with an equally obvious cool- 
ing in official attitudes to Israel. When the Israeli embassy, 
inaugurated its new premises on Dec. 19, in the presence 
of Israeli Foreign Minister.DavidTdvy^theJordaniail dfcl- /’ 


egation was most noteworthy for the absence of any senior 
ministers; it was represented by tbe minister of state for 
foreign affairs. At an international seminar in Aqaba earli- 
er this week, on the role of education in peaceful coexis- 
tence, the minister of higher education. Abdullah Ensour. 
did not attend the event but instead had his speech deliv- 
ered by the director of his ministry's Department of 
Student Affairs. As noteworthy as his absence was tbe tone 
of his message: he denounced Israeli policies in the occu- 
pied Palestinian territories, saying that these policies 
threaten to destabilise the entire region. This message has 
been repeatedly stated, loud and clear, by the entire 
Jordanian leadership in recent months. 

The most troubling example of grassroots disdain for 
Israeli policies that l ran into in Amman last week was a 
sign in a shop frequented by Jordanians and foreigners. 
The small, hand written sign, obviously made and dis- 
played in a fit of deep angei;, was placed in a prominent 
position in the shop, and it stated: “No dogs, no Jews". 

I suggested to the shopkeeper that this was an inappro- 
priate and ultimately counter-productive expression of our 
understandable frustration with Israeli policies, and con- 
trary to Arab and Islamic morality, and that it might offend 
some of his clients. He casually took his anger and scorn 
to a higher level, telling me that, indeed, some people 
objected to the referenced dogs, but not to Jews. 

What should we make of all tiiis? More importandy. 
what should Israelis and Jews around the world make of 
all this 1 ? Several points come to mind. 

T. The intensity and tone of the anti-normalisation cam- 
paign should not be shrugged off as either a passing emo- 
tional outburst or an intrinsic Jordanian/Arab inability to 
coexist with Jews or Israelis. Rather, it reflects real, wide- 
spread and immediate anger throughout Jordanian society 
at the political implications of the present policies of the 
Netanyahu government on settlements, Hebron. Jerusalem 
and other key issues. 

2. The tone and the language of the Jordanian anti-nor- 
malisation opposition are not merely tactical or even ideo- 
logical — they are existential, almost apocalyptic. They 
reflect a common Jordanian/ Arab perception that current 
Israeli state policies and settler attitudes threaten the very 
existence and perpetuation of indigenous Palestinian, 
Jordanian and other Arab identities. The very word Israel, 
which had found its way into our daily vocabulary in 
recent years, has once again moved to the periphery of the 
permissible and to the outer limits of the legitimate. 
“Israel” is now, once again, frequently placed in quotation 
marks, or replaced with that old standby “the Zionist 
enemy". Some — many — Jordanians see an Israeli trade 
fair as a threat to our national sovereignty, and even to the 
well-being of the entire Arab World. 

3. We are witnessing qualitative changes and new ele- 
ments in the political landscape, rather than reruns of old - 

', scenarios-SQite, lw <3 and four ago, Che .antmormali- 


sation camp in Jordan sought to stop the peace treaty and 
its implementation, but achieved very little; today, anti- 
normalisation sentiment permeates much of the society. 
This is a sign of two related phenomena that move aod 
change together. Israeli official policies in Palestine and 
other° Arab lands, and Jordanian public attitudes. We 
should not deny the association between the extreme new 
attitudes in ^ordan and the extreme new policies in Israel. 

4. An important dimension of the anti-nonnalisauon 
campaign rests within domestic Jordanian politics. Ahmad 
Obeidau Laith Shbeilat. and the anti-normalisation coali- 
tion formed in November by the efforts of another respect- 
ed former prime minister, Taher Masri, may have found 
the key to the birth of a credible. legitimate and effective 
domestic loyal opposition such as this country has never 
really experienced in its modem history' — an opposition 
that may one day look back and trace its birth to the impact 
of Israeli government policies in Palestine and Lebanon, in 
particular. This speaks loudly about how much Jordanians 
care about the condition of fellow Arabs, which should 
prompt thoughtful Israelis to better understand our fre- 
quent calls for a peace that is “just and comprehensive”. 
(The potential tragic flaw of the ami-normalisation group 
is its adoption of non-democrauc, quasi-authoritarian non- 
sense such as blacklisting and boycotting individuals and 
companies that deal with Israel: one hopes that they drop 
such MacCarthyisric bullying and stick to democratic tac- 
tics.). 

5. When emotions are high as they are now, we must 
maintain an even higher rational capacity to differentiate 
berween four parallel phenomena in Jordan today: al the 
fury of ordinary Jordanians who speak of Jews and dogs in 
the same breath — even though these same Jordanians a 
year ago may had been exploring possible business oppor- 
tunities with Israelis or visits to Israel: b) serious political 
activism by Jordanians who have translated their anger 
with Israeli into a campaign to build a credible domestic 
opposition force, partly. I chink, in order to settle scores 
with a Jordanian government that they feel ignored them 
during the 1991-1994 peace negotiations; c) the Jordanian 
government’s correct diplomatic expressions of concern 
about the negative impact of the Israeli government's poli- 
cies on the peace process; and. d) the Jordanian govern- 
ment's very deliberate policy of maintaining all the ongo- 
ing channels of normalisation, peace making and peace 
building between Jordan and Israel; this reflects an impor- 
tant differentiation between Jordan ’5 strong opposition to 
the policies of the present Israeli government and Jordan’s 
equally vehement support for the strategic, long-term 
goals of peace building, coexistence, reconciliation and 
cooperation with Israel. 

Jordan teaches us much today about the political impact 
of changed Arab attitudes, and also about the political 
impact of changed Israeli policies. 


Can Russia ever be secured? 


“PEACE SETTLEMENTS 
in Europe stand or fall by 
how successful they are at 
including the defeated.” 
broods one of the Western 
diplomats whose job it is to 
put Europe's new security 
map together. “The cold 
war ended more than seven 
years ago and there is sriU 
no settled role for Russia in 
Europe." At the summit in 
Lisbon, at the beginning of 
December, the Organisation 
for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
i OSCE) — whose 54 mem- 
bers include the United 
States and Canada — strove 
to build a lasting arrange- 
ment that binds In Russia. 
But. as the new Europe 
takes shape. Russia is still 
an awkward fit. 

The big cause of friction 
between Russia and the 
West has been NATO’s 
decision to admit new mem- 
bers from among Russia’s 
former allies in Eastern 
Europe. Standing in for a 
recovering Boris Yeltsin, 
Russia's prime minister. 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, gave 
warning in Lisbon of “new 
dividing lines" in Europe if 
NATO went ahead with 
plans to expand close to 
Russia’s borders. “Yes, 
Russia has no veto over the 
enlargement of NATO." he 
acknow ledged. "But nor do 
others have a veto over our 
right to defend our national 
interests.” This barely 
veiled promise of retaliation 
was aimed at NATO’s for- 
eign ministers who gathered 
in Brussels, hoping to set a 
date around the middle of 
next year for a special meet- 
ing of the alliance to open 
formal negotiations with 
likely newcomers, such as 
the Poles. Czechs and 
Hungarians. 

Western governments had 
been hoping to soften 
Russia’s opposition to 
NATO expansion in time 
for a NATO-Russia charter 
or treaty to be ready for next 
year's alliance summit. But 
time is running short. 
Russian officials sound 
tough one day. conciliatory 
ihenext. Ail the while, they 
are probing to see just how- 



much they can get in rerum 
for accepting a shift in a 
European geostrategic map 
whose new outline they 
admit they cannot expect to 
change. 


fry resisted the notion of 
Russia overseeing NATO. 
The tiddlers think the idea 
smacks of just another big- 
power carve-up. 

Instead, the “Common 


Though parts of a deal are falling 
into place, efforts to build a stable 
peace in Europe could yet founder 
on Russia’s hostility to NATO 
enlargement 


The Russians began their 
campaign to put NATO in 
clamps some time ago, with 
a proposal that the OSCE, 
the only European group to 
include just about everyone 
(except Serbia and 
Montenegro), should take 
charge of security matters: 
other organisations, includ- 
ing NATO and die Russian- 
led Commonwealth of 
Independent States, would 
be answerable to it-. The big- 
ger powers, including the 
United States. Russia. 
Britain, France and 
Germany, would act as. a 
son of European Security 
Council. Bui this idea found 
favour with no one. The big 


and Comprehensive 
Security Model for Europe 
in the 21st century” 
announced recently at 
Lisbon is long on fine- 
sounding phrases — “coop- 
erative” security. tire 
“empowering” of govern- 
ments and individuals to use 
the OSCE to sort our prob- 
lems, die enhancing 1 of 
“complementarity 1 ’ among 
Europe's many different 
organisations — but notably 
short on substance. Work 
will continue on a more 
detailed “Charter on 
European Securiry." but the 
OSCE itself will be merely- 
a hub around which ail this 
activity takes place, not the 


driving-force behind it. 

All the same, the Russians 
did not come away from 
Lisbon empty-handed. The 
30 countries that belong to 
the treaty 1 inti ring 
Conventional Forces in 
Europe fCFE) agreed to 
Russia's request that 
weapons limits be thought 
out anew. The CFE was 
originally negotiated 
between NATO and the 
now-defunct Warsaw PaeL 
The idea now is to move to 
national rather than block 
. limits. New kinds of equip- 
ment. including naval, may 
be counted. New members 
may, at a pinch, be brought 
in. All sides agree that they 
should try to reduce the 
total number of heavy 
weapons. The new talks, 
expected to open this month 
and to last about 1 8 months, 
set alongside the slimming 
and reform of NATO's own 
military set-up, ought to 
ease Russia’s worry that an 
enlarged NATO will be a 
threat to it 

NATO is also trying to 
reassure Russia on the 
nuclear front. Russian offi- 
cials. including the new 
defence minister, have from 
time to time threatened to 


deploy more 
nuclear mis- 
siles to 
counter what 
they see as a 
heightened 
nuclear threat 
from a larger 
NATO. 
Though 
NATO as a 
defence 
alliance is 
backed by a 
nuclear guar- 
antee, it is 
saying that it 
does not plan 
to put nuclear 
weapons on 
the territory 
of new mem- 
bers. 

Tbe deciding 
matter 

Such reas- 
surances, 
rather like the 
fine words 


and 

all 


OSCE's 

fancy security models, 

have their part to play. But 
for Russia they are not 
enough. Conscious of the 
damage Russia could still 
do to Europe’s pan-finished 
security structure, and of 
the need to avoid adding to 
Russia’s lengthening list of 
grievances, NATO has tried 
hard ro 1 interest Russia in a 
‘'special” relationship — 
one that would, as the diplo- 
matic phrase goes, give 
Russia “a voice, but no vote 
and no veto" in NATO’s 
discussions of security 
issues. 

The centrepiece of such a 
relationship would be a new 
charter or treaty, negotiated 
in parallel with NATO’s 
enlargement, giving Russia 
the status it- thinks it 
deserves as Europe's largest 
country and biggest military 
power. But how deserving? 
Western officials point to 
NATO-Russian cooperation 
in Bosnia, where Russia 
makes the biggest non- 
NATO contribution to the 
NATO-led force there, as an 
example of the sort of col- 
laboration they have in 
mind. 

At a meeting of NATO 


defence ministers in Bergen 
last September, America's 
defence secretary. Wiliam 
Perry, offered much more, 
including the exchange of 
military liaison officers, the 
creation of joint crisis-man- 
agement mechanisms, and 
regular ministerial meet- 
ings. Russia, he seemed to A 
suggest, would be welcome 
everywhere in NATO, bar 
the inner sanctum where 
NATO most intimately dis- 
cusses its military organisa- 
tion. Not all NATO offi- 
cials. especially European 
ones, would lay out such a 
large welcome mat. But all 
want to include Russia in 
discussions on a wide range 
of security issues. 

The Russians point to 
Bosnia too ' — but as an 
example of how the West 
excludes them from the 
decisions that count. The 
force there is still NATO- 
led; western governments 
largely set the agenda for 
implementing the Dayton 
peace accords, including the 
agenda at this week’s 
London conference on 
Bosnia. From Russia's 
think-tanks and parliament 
come demands not just for 3 
voice but for an equal say (a 
veto in all but name), in all 
NATO discussions on 
European security. It is this 
right, say these Russians, 
not simply an invitation to 
sit at some NATO tables, 
that should be enshrined in 
a legally binding treaty. 

But it Is not on offer. Most 
Russian officials realise 
that. One difficulty is to sell 
the deal being offered in its 
place to their parliament. 
Though scarcely a “defeat- 
ed” power in the traditional 
sense of the word, and as 
much in need of peace and 
security as anyone. Russia 
sees little to be pleased 
about in the recent tum ot 
events in Europe. Just about 
everything, short of giving 
Russia a veto over NATO s 
activities, has been tried to 
coax Russia into a raonj 
cooperative mood. But will 
it be enough? 
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Tourism official gets a first-hand account 
of problems facing Wadi Mousa hoteliers 

Solutions to some problems found but others need 
work; Masarweh asks for specific recommendations 
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By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A visit , by 
Ministry of Tourism Sec- 
retary General Akram 
Masarweh to Wadi Mousa 
on Monday provided 
solutions to some 'prob- 
lems facing hoteliers in 
the town, but some other 
problems still linger, 
hotel owners told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

They complained that 
tourism in Petra was veiy 
slow during 1996, 
attributing the problem 
partly to Israeli agents 
offering seven-day pack- 
age tours to the Holy 
Land with the seventh day 
free to Petra. 

In a half-page adver- 
tisement run in an Arabic 
daily last month, the hote- 
liers said that in the 
beginning of 1996 the 
southern border crossing 
with Jordan used to close 
at 3 o'clock in the after- 
noon which prompted 
tourists to spend the night 
in Jordan. The govern- 
ment subsequently decid- 
ed to open the border 
crossing for 24 hours 
enabling tourists to travel 
to Petra from Israel and 
travel back in the same 
day. 

Hotel owners said that 
in 1996 occupancy rates 
were as low as 10 per cent 
that they do not benefit 


from tourists who bring 
their food and drinks with 
them during their one-day 
visit to Petra. 

"Visitors should not be 
allowed to take their food 
and drinks inside Petra,” 
owner of Petra Diamond 
Hotel Mohammad 

Hasanat told the Jordan 
Times, urging the govern- 
ment to reschedule the 
closing time of the south- 
ern border crossing point 
to 3 p.ra. 

Owner of small hotels 
were reducing the prices 
considerably making 
competition impossible. 

The general manager of 
Petra Forum Hotel. Na'el 
Kawar, confirmed this 
and told the Jordan Times 
that there was no fixed 
pricing system in Petra, 
and that some five star 
hotels offer the same rates 
as two star hotels. 

“Petra is the focal point 
of tourism, but we have a 
system that is not good to 
begin with... We should 
have a governing body to 
take the responsibility 
and control this,” he said. 

Mr. Kawar added that 
pan of the problem is that 
“Jordan outpriced itself in 
the market 7 saying that 
the entrance fee to Petra 
was very high and hotel 
rates were also high 
before they decided to cut 
down on their, prices 
because of lack of clients. 


Hoteliers also com- 
plained of the govern- 
ment's failure to provide 
them with the proper 
infrastructure for the con- 
duct of their business like 
a sewage system, high 
voltage electricity, tele- 
phone lines and paved 
roads. 

They added that elec- 
tricity usually gets cut off 
for hours without prior 
warning. 

They suggested that 
electricity and water costs 
be lowered. 

During his visit to the 
towD Monday Mr. Masar- 
weh was quoted by par- 
ticipants as saying that 
the ministry could not ini- 
tiate such an action as 
issues relating to electric- 
ity are the responsibility 
of the electricity compa- 
ny. 

Ziad Toweisi of Petra 
Inn demanded that roads 
to big investments be 
asphalted. 

Hoteliers said that lack 
of tourism in Petra ren- 
dered hotels unable to 
cover their expenses. 
Thus, they urged the. gov- 
ernment to intervene with 
banks to reschedule their 
debts and reduce interest 
accumulated on their 
loans. 

Hoteliers also called on 
the mini spy to reconsider 
the classifications of all 
hotels in the area. They 


said that the permits the 
ministry issued for hotels 
do not correspond with 
services they provide. 

While five-star hotels 
are granted 100 per cent 
tax reduction, they said, 
other hotels have to pay 
full taxes. 

But Mr. Masarweh said 
the ministry is ready to 
receive complaints from 
classified hotels and look 
into their problems in 
order to take lv the neces- 
sary decisions.” 

TTie government has 
started improving the 
Wadj Mousa infrastruc- 
ture through the imple- 
mentation of several pro- 
jects at a cost of JD 75 
million to be spent during 
the next two years, Mr. 
Masarweh added. 

He stressed that the 
ministry will take the 
hoteliers' recommenda- 
tions into consideration 
and try to find proper 
solutions to their prob- 
lems. 

But Mr. Masarweh 
stressed that the flow of 
tourists does not depend 
on services offered by the 
hotels and domestic con- 
siderations only. 

He said the free 
international tourism 
market is influenced by 
political events that affect 
the flow of tourists into 
the region. 


King assureS'Arab businessmen 


(Continued from page 1) 

to close the doiors and the 
windows because we cannot 
isolate ourselves from the 
world and we are determined 
to open up to the world and 
recognise the volume of 
challenges that are facing us 
so that we can take practical 
Steps and increase our pro- 
duction to the level that 
would enable us to catcb up 
with the others and compete 
with them and deal with 
them od equal footing," the 
King told the meeting. 

“We have no alternative but 
to organise a revolution that 
would not be violent or caus- 
ing distress or despair, but 
rather a white revolution to 
subdue the elements of 
weakness and backwardness 
and disintegration and we 
must renew our determina- 
tion to work and reach a 
bright future” the King 
stressed. 

King Hussein voiced 
appreciation of the efforts of 
die Jordanian and Egyptian 
businessmen associations for 
organising the meeting and 
lauded the efforts of Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid in 
making the Arab League a 
home for all the Arabs. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid later 
addressed the meeting 
expressing hope that the year 
1997 will witness die estab- 
lishment of comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East so 
that “Arab efforts will be 
directed towards comprehen- 
sive economic development 
and economic cooperation." 

He said that the coming 
decade will witness the 
emergence of major world 
economic and political blocs 
and there will be no place 
except for the strong and for 


those who are able to stand 
fasL 

Mr. Abdul Meguid said 
that in view of the regional 
and international develop- 
ments the business commu- 
nities in the Arab World 
should lead tbe way in 
enhancing inter-Arab trade 
under the umbrella of the 
Arab League. 

President of the Jordanian 
Businessmen . Association 
Hamdi Tabbaa told the meet- 
ing that inter-Arab economic 
cooperation was still below 
the minimum level despite 
all efforts. 

He said that Arab business- 
men shoulder the major 
responsibility towards future 
generations and towards 
addressing poverty and 
social problems plaguin g the 
Arab World. 

He urged tbe participants 
to help revive the Arab Com- 
mon Market and to adopt an 
pan-Arab development strat- 
egy. Mr. Tabbaa called on 
the Arab countries to follow 
the example of the European 
nations by forging economic 
unity and embark on a col- 
lective Arab economic 
action. 

He also called for the cre- 
ation of a pan-Arab business 
council which would pave 
the way for economic inte- 
gration in the Arab World. 

Later Mr. Tabbaa and 
Saeed Tawil, chairman of the 
Egyptian Businessmen Asso- 
ciation, presented the King 
the conference's shield. 

The three-day meeting will 
discuss means for bolstering 
inter-Arab economic cooper- 
ation and will review work- 
ing papers from IS Arab 
countries discussing the role 
of the private sector in pro- 
moting Arab economic and 
trade relations. 


Environment strategy in Jordan 
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By Bunker Roy 




r:i. 


AS CHAIRMAN of the 
largest southern-based net- 
work of environmental 
organisations in the worlds, 
based in Nairobi, Kenya, 
called the Environment 
Liaison Centre 

International (ELCD. 1 was 
invited by the General Cor- 
poration for Environment 

- Protection (GCEP) to assist 
. • ' the Jordan in preparing an 
. J . environment strategy for 

the future in the area of 
. • • : ■■■ Public Awareness and Envi- 

■' ronment Education 

(PAAEE). 

Our organisation has S00 

- members, spread over 107 

- countries. * 

A week's exposure 10 a 

- wide cross section of peo- 
ple, from a farmer who 
once lived in the now aban- 



doned village of Kurkuma 

iv'ii ms.'mi i> . . 

v (5 kilometres from 

’ : 

■ ■ Hashimiya, in Ajloun), an 

. . .. 

„* old, respected, rural woman 

MhvHlmu 

in the villase of Zoubiva 

ItUitU'] 

who has been growing 
olives and grapes for 40 

\kI 

• years, to scientists, technol- 

llil . 

• ogists and planners at the 

VI sti.v »'!> 

Royal Scientific Society 

; i'Jtl" 

(RSS) and a stimulating 

uhL! . .l. ! 

interaction with the minis- 

. pi /,1 fv..E 

ter of environment, prompt- 

, " ,,a 

ed some thoughts that 

l U* l' 1 ' - 1 

might be useful to environ- 

k .. s i.l i::! 

meat policy-makers in Jor- 

ft l:si, 

dan. 


The discussions I held 

<n!'.l' , i - • ■ " " 

with all these people made 


clear the need for finding 


alternative strategies to pro- 

S ... • 

tect and improve the emi- 


ronment. 


What has been done so 


far is creditable, but not 


. r enough to benefit the rural 


communities, in Jordan. 

More low cost, environ- 


mentally acceptable solu- 

1 

tions have to be introduced. 

IN.: “ ■ 

that would involve people 

even more in the planning 

ircrj-i > ‘ ■ '■ 

process and create forums 

-N \ 1 1 1 - 

where their voices could be 

its; 1 

heard in earnest. 

lit!!** =' 

The time has come to 

* ■ ! *' 1 ' 

leam from the experience 

..f ‘ ' 

| of others abroad and adopt 

L-vi'-J' 

| ideas. methods and 


' processes that Jiad been 

•-.»*»*• •*!')■■■ 

v tried, tested and proved at 

V K:i 

the community level, and 

S' -1 •* . 

that could benefit Jordan in 

ll< t ' 

the future. 

71 I.- «' 

Globally, there seems to 

Ifi III . «*' 

he a visible shift towards 

lisn- •” 

looking for solutions that 


concerns and priorities 


reduce the dependency of 
the community on govern- 
ment structures and ser- 
vices. In a country with a 
culture and history as old 
and rich as Jordan’s, the 
knowledge, skills and prac- 
tical wisdom of the people 
living in rural communities 
must be phenomenal and it 
is a shame that they remain 
under-utilised today. It is of 
some concern that this vast 
bank of knowledge found 
in very ordinary people has 
not been tapped enough and 
it should be one of the 
strategies in the future of 
the PAAEE campaign to 
document this knowledge, 
skill and the way people 
protected and improved the 
environment on their own. 
without any outside help. 

Today, the ELCI, with 
half a million dollars from 
the U.N.- Volunteers and the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Fund (UNDP), is 
implementing a project of 
identifying such ordinary 
people in 1 1 countries 
around the world. They are 
called Eco-Volunteers. An 
Eco- Volunteer is someone 
living in a village, who may 
be illiterate, but on his/her 
own. in his/her small way, 
without any human, techni- 
cal and financial assistance 
from outside, has started 
protecting the natural 
resources. 

Someone who has been 
bom and brought up in a 
village and who commands 
respect in the community 
for the work they are doing 
protecting trees, collecting 
traditional varieties of seed, 
collecting rainwater and 
setting an example is an 
Eco- Volunteer. Such ordi- 
nary' but extraordinary peo- 
ple are to be found every- 
where in the world — 
including Jordan. 

The strategy of the 
PAAEE should be to identi- 
fy Eco-Vblunteers by the 
hundreds and give diem a 
nominal stipend to carry on 
with their work. If the ideas 
are innovative, then they' 
need to be replicated else- 
where in the country and 
the GCEP would be the 
best organisation to facili- 
tate this process. 

One strong indicator that 
the rural areas are being 
comparatively neglected in 
Jordan is the alarming num- * 


ber of people migrating to 
the cities and large towns. 
The long-term environmen- 
tal strategy should be to 
reverse this trend by 
improving the quality of 
life in villages and small 
communities — by provid- 
ing drinking water, power 
and employment so that 
they are persuaded to go 
back. This will decrease the 
pressure on civic amenities 
in cities and large towns. It 
might not be easy, but the 
first step needs to be taken. 

It is a serious mistake to 
presume that policies, ideas 
and methods good for the 
urban areas are suitable for 
rural areas. In many coun- 
tries of the world, what has 
been thought of in cities 
have been imposed on rural 
communities without con- 
sulting the people in the 
area; that has proved disas- 
trous and counterproduc- 
tive. The irony is that when 
projects do not work out, 
the people in the area are 
blamed not the so-called 
“experts”. The definition of 
an expen today is an ordi- 
nary man from another 
town; in India, the biggest 
threat to development and 
change is the paper-quali- 
fied expen who has no idea 
of grassroot realities. 

If the long-term environ- 
ment strategy is designed to 
yield better, faster and more 
sustainable results, an atti- 
tudinal change is necessary 
in the minds of the experts 
formulating policies. The 
priorities are to focus on 
critical areas where the 
direct involvement of the 
people should be our first 
concern. 

By far, the most critical 
area of concern is the need 
to accept that people living 
and surviving in a fragile 
environment know much 
more about the problems 
and solutions to their envi- 
ronment than a city-based 
expen. One needs to have 
the time and patience to sit 
and listen to these people. 
Meetings need to be organ- 
ised and they must feel they 
are being taken seriously. If 
the PAAEE campaign of 
the GCEP could facilitate 
this dialogue, much of the 
environmental problems in 
this country could be 
solved — at much lower 
cost. 


The second challenge lies 
with the scientists andtech- 
nologists in Jordan. If peo- 
ple are to be consulted, if 
their knowledge and skills 
are to be identified and 
mobilised as a sustainable 
solution for their own 
development, then clearly 
there is a need to demystify 
technology. 

Experience elsewhere in 
the world has shown that 
the most sophisticated tech- 
nologies (solar photo- 
voltaics, bio-gas, wind) can 
easily be fabricated, 
installed, repaired and 
maintained by semi-liter- 
ate, poorly paper-qualified 
rural people and there is no 
reason why this could not 
be possible in Jordan. 

India is prepared to train 
the jobless and the unem- 
ployed living in rural com- 
munities in the Barefoot 
College in "niorua 
(Rajasthan) to become 
barefoot solar engineers, 
barefoot water chemists 
(testing warer for potability 
with mobile kits) and bare- 
foot communicators. The 
idea is that eventually they 
will return to their commu- 
nities and be constructive 
and productive members of 
society. 

Any environmental strate- 
gy that promotes the 
exploitation of natural 
resources, like ground 
water, at the expense of 
conserving rainwater 
through traditionally 
accepted rainwater harvest- 
ing structures for drinking, 
is encouraging a danger- 
ously faulty and short- 
sighted policy. 

Today it is prohibitively 
expensive and environmen- 
tally disastrous to overex- 
ploit ground water for 
drinking when old tech- 
nologies have shown that 
collection of rainwater in 
open wells can suffice. It is 
prohibitively wasteful to 
invest in drilling rigs, in 
water pipes to transport 
water, in deep well pumps 
and in technical manpower 
to reach drinking water to 
the population when ade- 
quate rainwater harvesting 
structures in size and vol- 
ume can meet these needs. 
It would generate employ- 
mem among the unem- 
ployed to construct these 
vast structures and, more 


important, allow for the 
precious natural resource to 
be controlled by the com- 
munity. 

Several pilot projects 
could be tried, especially in 
villages where testing has 
shown water to be unfit for 
drinking because it is 
brackish or contaminated or 
has high TDS, iron or fluo- 
rides. 

Last year, the Barefoot 
College in India collected 9 
million litres of rain water 
in structures made out of 
local materials, using vil- 
lage masons and rural skills 
spread over 50 rural 
schools in an area where 
the ground water was unfit 
for drinking. It cost $0.03 
cents per litre to construct 
the network of rainwater 
harvesting structures that 
collected 9 million litres; 
again, there is no reason 
why it could not be repli- 
cated in Jordan. 

While the PAAEE cam- 
paign uses television and 
radio to promote clean and 
green environment, free of 
air, noise, water and waste 
pollution, the most effec- 
tive communication strate- 
gy would be traditional 
media. facerto-face 

encounters and storytellers, 
found in villages even 
today, to start a dialogue on 
the environment. 

What is required is a two- 
way communication net- 
work. The strategy adopted 
by the PAAEE to spread the 
message On the environ- 
ment in rural areas should 
be to concentrate on 
schools, parents, farmers 
and labourers through tradi- 
tional media, like puppet 
shows. When such informa- 
tion was requested in 
Amman, not only was it not 
available, but the stock 
answer was that it was so 
primitive it could not possi- 
bly exist Nevertheless, in 
Ajloun, we saw two corn- 
mined Jordanian young- 
sters put up a puppet show 
with an effective script 
focused on the environment 
and it was an absolute joy 
to see the performance. 
They wanted to take the 
shows to villages aroupd 
Ajloun and work full time. 
In years to come, if they 
write a powerful script the 
impact these puppet shows 
will have will be infinitely 


stronger than all the TV and 
radio programmes put 
together. Their financial 
needs, in comparison, will 
be negligible. 

Having expressed the 
concerns and priorities of 
the environmental strategy 
in the future, I would now 
state what the steps pro- 
posed to be taken to trans- 
late these ideas into action 
are. 

It is proposed for Jordan 
to enter into a formal agree- 
ment between the GCEP 
and the Barefoot College in 
Tilonia (Rajasthan.) to fully 
solar electrify the deserted 
village of Kurkuma and 
collect rainwater in open 
wells for drinking. Semi- 
literate rural youth unem- 
ployed but coming from 
nearby villages will be 
trained to be barefoot solar 
engineers — fabricate 
invertors, charge con- 
trollers and solar lanterns 
and establish a workshop 
for repair and maintenance 
in tbe village itself. Solar 
pumps will distribute rain- 
water from wells, for drink- 
ing. to all bouses and pho- 
tovoltaics will be used for 
lighting. It will be the first 
project of its . kind in the 
country. A mobile water 
testing laboratory run on 
solar power will be estab- 
lished at the village level to 
carry out water quality tests 
in surrounding villages and 
information will be sent to 
the government 

In south Jordan, the pro- 
posal is to work in one of 
the many field stations 
under the RSS, possibly in 
Jurf A1 Darawish, and try 
the same ideas there involv- 
ing the GCEP, environmen- 
tal NGOs, the community 
and die Barefoot College in 
India — all equal and active 
partners. 

In the final analysis, it all 
boils down to how much 
trust and faith we have in 
the capacity of ordinary 
people to use their knowl- 
edge, skills and wisdom to 
protect their own environ- 
ment. 

The job of the govern- 
ment is to provide the space 
and opportunity to let them 
grow and develop them- 
selves — tbe ultimate sus 
ainable solution. 


Randa Habib’s 

===== corner 


Lying * honestly * 

AFTER SO many months sitting idle beside the tele- 
phone set, he was overwhelmingly excited about taking 
up his new job. The man had been waiting for so long for 
the opportunity to reach high places. But also high on his 
agenda was to do a good job under the limelight and 
please his boss. And that is exactly what he intended to 
tell him. 

A broad grin covered his boss's face as he received him 
behind a luxurious desk: 

— Welcome to our company. I have seen your creden- 
tials, you seem to be the man we were looking for. 

— Thank you sir, replied the man. Indeed. I am hon- 
oured to be working with you, having heard about your 
competence. 

— Great! But let us first lay down ground rules for your 
job. First of all, our priority in this company is truth and 
honesty. 

— Yes sir, I will always tell the truth. 

— =■ Good. But of course we have to take in consideration 
many aspects. 

— Sony? 

— I mean that truth has to be in our best interest, 
because some things... 

— I may have lost you here, said the would-be employ- 
ee seeking an explanation. 

— Honesty and truth, says the boss, are assets. And in 
tbar sense they should never harm the reputation or the 
good work of our formation. In other words, we should 
use the truth to our advantage and never allow it to 
destroy us. 

— So we only tell the truth when it is to the benefit to 
tbe company? 

— Right. 

— But we still claim that truth and honesty are the main 
target of our company? 

— Absolutely, and people have no other way but to 
believe us, although some of them know that we lie time 
and again. 

— _How can I go around it? Please tell me, as I am so 
eager to please you. 

— Easy: claim that you always tell the truth, that you 
despise liars, that honesty is, in your opinion, the most 
important quality for a man. Then, when the situation 
becomes embarassing, lie, cover up, evade questions and 
you will be all right. After all, life is just a bluff. And the 
road to success is to learn bow to bluff in everything you 
do. 

— Can I be utterly truthful with you? 

— Yes, but only the way I jusr taught you. 

— You are the most honest man I have ever met. 


Israeli Islamist urges 
pressure on Netanyahu 
through freezing ties 


AMMAN — The leader of the 
Islamic Movement in Israel on 
Monday called on the Arab 
World to freeze normalisation 
of relations with the Jewish 
state until it makes progress in 
implementing its agreements 
with the Palestinians and 
resumes negotiations with 
Syria and Lebanon. 

Abdullah Nimr Darwish. 
addressing a press conference, 
also rejected criticism over his 
movement’s decision to enter 
the Israeli parliament through 
May’s elections saying that 
representation in the legisla- 
ture was the only for Israeli 
Arabs to work within the sys- 
tem to improve their lot. 

Sheikh Darwish, who is vis- 
iting Jordan leading a delega- 
tion representing the Islamic 
Movement in Israel, also said 
democratic opposition in the 
Arab World was a must. 

Sacb opposition, he said, 
woiiid also serve the political 
purpose of sending a message 
to the Israeli government that 
Arab countries also have dis- 
senting opinion just as Israel 
has to contend with opposi- 
tion. 

The sheikh was answering a 
question on a campaign 
mounted by opposition parties 
in Jordan against an Israeli 
trade exhibition scheduled to 
open here Wednesday. 

Sheikh Darwish told the 
press conference that Arab 
countries should pressure 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to hon- 
our his country's agreements 
with the Palestinians by hold- 
ing back moves to normalise 
ties with the Jewish slate. 

In the long term, be said, 
Israel evacuation of Palestin- 
ian 'territories should come 
during Mr. Netanyahu's tenure 
as head of government 

The logic behind this argu- 
ment, he implied, no Israeli 
government could be more 
hard line than the Netanyahu 
coalition and, as such, dealing 
with this government meant 
dealing with the core of the 
hard line in Israel. 

’ Sheikh Darwish, whose 
group has four members in the 
Knesset, assailed criticism lev- 
elled by some Islamists against 
its presence in the Israeli legis- 
lature. 

'■“We are living under Israeli 
rules and regulations and 
under the Israeli system,” he 
said using his oratory skills as 
a mosque preacher to attack 
“those who issued fatwas 


against our decision to run in 
the elections.” 

“Is there any other way we 
could have had a role in mak- 
ing decisions that affect our 
lives without joining the 
Israeli legislature?” he said. 

Furthermore, he said, the 
Islamist presence in the Knes- 
set is not only helping improve 
the lot of Arab Israelis against 
discrimination by the Jewish- 
led government but also acting 
as a bridgehead with the Arab 
countries. 

The Islamist Movement in 
Israel, he said, does not main- 
tain stronger relations with 
hardline Palestinian groups 
such as Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad than it does with the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA). 

As far as his group is con- 
cerned, he added, the PNA ‘is 
the forerunner of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital." 

On that basis, the Islamic 
Movement often tries to settle 
differences between the PNA 
leadership and the Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad groups, he said, 
recalling that his group was 
the main force behind a inter- 
PaJesonian dialogue launched 
in late 1995. 

Abdul MaJek Daha-msheh. a 
Knesset member from the 
Islamic Movement, told the 
press conference that the heath 
situation of Hamas founder 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin was 
worsening and implicitly 
called on the Israeli govern- 
ment to release him. 

Sheikh Yassin, who has lost 
the use of his limbs, is serving 
a life sentence in an Israeli jail. 

According to Mr. Daham- 
sheh, journalists who “inter- 
view” Sheikh Yassin are often 
eager to get something new 
out of the Hamas leader and 
often end up misquoting him 
or quoting him out of context. 

AlS such, said the deputy, tbe 
actual views of Sheikh Yassin 
on the developments in the 
Palestinian territories have 
never appeared in the press. 

Mr. Dahamsheh said Sheikh 
Yassin has been bedridden for 
the entire 19% and continues 
to be severely ill. 

That prompted Sheikh Dar- 
wish to issue a strong warning 
to Israel: 

“If something happens to 
Sheikh Yassin (like him dying 
in prison), then nobody will be 
able to control the outburst in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip.” 
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King Fahd: Saudi Arabia working 
hard to find jobs for citizens 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi 
Arabia's King Fahd has 
said that the kingdom 
was working hard to find 
more jobs tor its people 
and urged young Saudis 
to learn appropriate 
skills. 

"The state's concern 
for national manpower is 
not a mere slogan. It is u 
clearly stated objective 
we are working very hard 
to achieve." the" king 
said. 

King Fahd made his 
comments in an inter- 
view published by the 
Saudi Okaz newspaper 
and its sister English-lan- 
guage Saudi Gazette. 
"The state is keen to 
. provide sufficient work 
opportunities for our 
young people. I would 
uree them to seek more 
skills and learning in 
areas more relevant to 
national development 
plans. More emphasis 
should be placed on tech- 
nical and vocational spe- 
cialisations needed in the 
country." he added. 

Saudi Arabia's 1995- 
2000 development plan 
set a target of creating 
659.900 jobs for Saudis 
by ihe end of the century. 

About six million expa- 
triates work in the king- 
dom. which has a popula- 
tion of around IS million. 
Analysts estimate that 
less than seven per cent 
of private sector employ- 
ees are Saudi and some 
economists put unem- 
ployment as high as 20 
per’ cent. About" half die 
population is under the 
age of 20. 

The king said the pri- 
vate sector would play an 
important role in devel- 
oping the country, the 
world's largest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter. 

"We expect from this 
vital sector more produc- 
tive investment projects 
to effectively contribute 
in the achievement of the 
stale's development poli- 
cies and plans which aim 
at diversifying the 
national income's 

sources and boosting the 
productivity of this sec- 
tor." King Fahd said. 

"The state, on its pan. 
will not hesitate in pro- 
viding suppon till wc 
translate the sixth five- 
year plan do 2000 ) into a 
concete achievement," he 
stressed. 


Meanwhile. Saudi Ara- 
bia has boosted projected 
spending by more than 
$S billion in 1997 amid 
expectations that crude 
prices will remain firm 
and non-oil exports will 
grow. 

Announcing its budget 
for calender 1997, the 
world's biggest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter said 
that high oil prices dou- 
bled growth rates to 
around 8.7 per cent in 
1996 from 4.3 per cent in 
1995. 

Spending for 1997 was 
projected at 1S1 billion 
Saudi riyals ($48.2 bil- 
lion) and revenues at 164 
billion riyals ($43.7 bil- 
lion). This created a 
deficit of around $4.5 bil- 
lion. lower than the esti- 
mated shortfall of $4.9 
billion in 1996. 

Expenditure was higher 
by $8.2 billion over the 
1996 spending of around 
$40 billion and bankers 
attributed this to an opti- 
mistic outlook about the 
world oil market and the 
Gulf country’s exports. 

"Saudi planners are 
optimistic about oil 
prices in 1997 and they 
expect exports of petro- 
chemicals and other non- 
oil products to increase 
further. This is the main 
reason for the higher 
forecast spending.” a 
Saudi banker said. 

The 1997. deficit 
accounted for around 3.2 
per cent of gross domes- . 
tic product (GDP) com- 
pared with nearly 3.5 per 
cent in 1996," bankers 
said. 

A budget breakdown 
showed around 41.6 bil- 
lion riyals ($11 billion) 
were allocated for educa- 
tion and national man- 

S ower training, and 17.7 
illion riyals ($4.72 bil- 
lion) for health and social 
services. 

■ The . communications _ 
sector received about 

10.4 billion riyals ($2.77 
billion) while around 8.6 
billion riyals (S2.29 bil- 
lion) were earmarked for 
industry and electricity, 
and 7. 1 billion riyals 
(.$ I .S9 billion) for subsi- 
dies. according to the 
statement carried- by the 
Saudi Press Agency. 

It did not specify 
defence allocations but in 
previous years they con- 
sumed up to 30-35 per 


cent of the total expendi- 
ture as Saudi Arabia has 
been engaged in plans to 
bolster its array since the 
1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia relies 
heavily on oil exports 
despite attempts to diver- 
sify sources of income. 
Such exports provide 
more than two thirds of 
its income. 

The kingdom, which 
controls more than a 
quarter of the world's 
recoverable crude 

reserves, is believed to 
have earned nearly $8 
billion in additional rev- 
enues in 1996 due to a $3* 
rise in crude prices. 

The finance ministry 
did not make clear if the 
forecast $4.9 billion 
deficit ia 1996 was wiped 
out or slashed because of 
the high oil prices. 

But it said they did 
have a positive impact on 
the economy, with GDP 
growing by 8.7 per cent 
to 510 billion riyals 
($136 billion) in 1996 
from 469 billion riyals 
($125 billion) in 1995. 

Bankers said the 1996 
growth in current prices 
was one of the highest 
growth rates recorded by 
Riyadh since the oil 
boom 1 5 years ago. 

High oil earnings also 
largely improved the 
kingdom’s balance of 
payments, with a current 
account deficit of 19.9 
billion riyals ($5.3 bil- 
lion) turning into a sur- 
plus of 700 million riyals 
($186.6 million). 

"This was mainly due 
to an improvement in the 
trade balance caused by a 
sharp rise in crude sales. 
Non-oil exports also wit- 
nessed a moderate rise in 
1 996 after a large growth 
of 45 per cent in 1995," 
the finance ministry said. 

Saudi Arabia produces 
around eight million bar r .. 
rels per day (bpd) of oil, 
nearly a quarter of the 
output of the 11 -nation 
Organisation of Petrole- 
urn Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and II per cent 
of the world's total crude 
supplies. 

Experts expect the 
OPEC-decreed quota of 
eight-mi Ilion-bpd to be 
maintained through 1997 
because of Iraq's return 
to the oil market after a 
six-year ban. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Spielberg movie 
5 Prominent man. 


10 Curved wheel 

13 1 cannot tell - 

14 Plausible 
excuse 

15 — it (amen) 

16 Herbie or 


17 Like some surts 
19 Furtive, perhaps 

21 Raton 

22 Musical range 

23 Philippine island 

24 Ladd rote 

25 Bask on the 


beach 

29 Cosh! 

30 Philanthropist 

32 ’—to Be You" 

33 Genesis name 
35 Hospital 

employee 

37 Emerald land 

38 Louvre's 
location 

40 Laments loudly 

42 Chess pieces 

43 Catches in a 
springe 

45 Searches 
thoroughly 

47 Bar orders 

48 True-blue 

49 Scanty 

52 Khartoum native 
55 Shabby 

57 Distant 

58 Fasting time 

59 Raring to go 

60 Shore bird 

61 Have debts 

62 Types of pairs 

63 Actress Sommer ^ 

DOWN 

1 Bread spreads 

2 Jai — 

3 Aviation hazards 

4 Indian tribe 

5 Cream-fiUed 
pastry 

6 Fashion shape 

7 Type of cherry 

8 Babv doc: abbr. 


by Diane C. Baldwin 


9 Stung 

10 Egyptian - 

11 First victim 

12 Ancient Persian 
15 Place 

18 Temple figure 
20 Acreage 

23 Expletive 

24 Car 

25 Tender spots 

26 Small quaff 

27 Cottontails' kin 

28 Tree of 
Knowledge site 

29 Hang open 
31 Microwaves 
34 Mosque tower 
36 Ciphers experts 
39 Spicy sauce 

41 Versatile bean 
44 Thatched 
46 Getbv 


loan qdqq aafiiaai 
□□□□ □□□□ aanaa 
□□□□ naan □□□□q 
aauuaanaiiDu naai 

□QdQQQ QDOE3QH 
QQQQ QQQQDQ 
uUUUU □□□□ □Li LiDl 
□□□□ □□HOB □□□□ 
□□□□ □BOH B gjBBgj 
□HQOS212 

□suno □□□BOD 
b oh a DaaaoHDQHH 

DBQETC3 QQOQ QDDJ3 
□BOBO OBEIH □□□□ 
□QE3BH QQQOiil 
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48 Laid out the bait 52 Epic tale 

49 French town 53 Vaccine name 


Algeria cuts 
’96 budget 
deficit 


PARIS (R) — The Algerian 
government has said its 
belt-tightening fiscal policy 
yielded a 74.1 billion dinar 
($1.3 billion) cut in the 

1996 budget deficit 

"In respect of the budget 
result for 1996, the deficit 
has been reduced from 99.4 
billion dinars ($1.8 billion) 
to 25.3 billion dinars ($460 
million),” said the cabinet 
in a statement carried by the 
official Algerian news 
agency APS. 

The government original- 
ly forecast a provisional 
deficit of 3 1.5 billion dinars 
for 1996, but this was 
boosted to more than 99 bil- 
lion dinars when authorities 
approved more subsidies to 
ailing state-owned industry. 
Last month it adopted a 

1997 state budget of 914.1 
billion dinars with a deficit 
of 84.7 billion dinars. 

Prime Minister Ahmad 
Ouyahia. quoted by APS. 
said the government in 

1996 had pumped about 
200 billion dinars into 
social schemes, including 
subsidies few housing and 
welfare funds. 

Another 120 billion dinars 
had gone to help restructure 
non-oil and gas industry. 

The authorities have been 
confronting a five-year-old 
conflict with radical funda- 
mentalists whose ranks, 
according to officials, have 
been reinforced in the last 
years by young people frus- 
trated by a 28 per cent 
unemployment rate and a 
chronic housing shortage. 

Meanwhile, the Algerian 
government foresees infla- 
tion being brought down to 
seven per cent in 1997 from 

16.5 per cent at the end of 
1996. 

The APS has reported that 
the government also said 
the programme to liberalise 
prices on basic consumer 
items had almost been com- 
pleted.’ 

Since 1995, when annual 
inflation hit 29 per cent, the 
government has been striv- 
ing to shift the economy to a 
free market under a three- 
year accord with the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

Prime Minister Ouyahia 
said at the weekend that 

1997 inflation would not 
top 10 per cent 

APS said the govern- 
ment's review showed for- 
eign currency reserves 
reached $4.23 billion id the 
first 11 months of the year 
— enough to cover four 
months of imports. Mr. 
Ouyahia had said foreign 
reserves at the end of 1996 
stood at $4 billion. 


Lebanon’s chronic budget 
deficit widens in 1996 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 

Lebanon's chronic .budget 
deficit soared in 1996 as 
expenditures outweighed 
revenues for another year, 
according to official fig- 
ures. 

Last year’s expenditures 
rose 50 per cent beyond 
receipts, compared to 

1995’s expenditures of .48 
per cent more than rev- 
enues. 

Expenditures rose to 7.10 
trillion Lebanese pounds 
($4.5$ billion ) in 1996, 
while receipts came to 3 .55 
trillion pounds last year. 

Expenditures had been 
forecast to reach 6.55 bil- 
lion Lebanese pounds, or 


37.6 per cent more than 
receipts, which had been 
expected to reach 4.02 tril- 
lion pounds. 

In 1997, expenditures are 
forecast at a maximum of 
35.9 per cent of receipts. 

The national debt in 1996 
came to between $10.5 and 
$10.3 billion, according to 
official and bank estimates, 
compared to $8.8 billion in 
. 1995. 

The debt rose at the end 
of November to $10.02 bil- 
lion, of which $8.34 billion 
in domestic debt was bor- 
rowed from 80 banks oper- 
ating in Lebanon and from 
the public through treasury 
bonds. The external debt 


came to about $ 1 .67 billion. 

Budget deficits exceeding 
forecasts has become a 
chronic problem in 
Lebanon, with receipts 
coming in lower than 
expected and expenditure 
turning out higher than 
anticipated. 

The problem is due to 
poor tax collection, espe- 
cially from banks, large 
companies and the wealthy, 
and the looting of public 
money. 

Increased .debt service 
triggered by interest rate 
rises during every political 
crisis has also aggravated 
the deficit. 


;*? U I i i !» 


rebu i nKb 


The Business of Information 


ior Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as ; 


6/01/97 18:33 


US Dollar 


1.5633 

0.5943 

1.3528 

11531 

13723 

1536.90 


rb:G397 : 

."JL*.- 


; 0.8657 

^ao"' 

03781 

•983.11 

GB Stcrlling 

138Z7 

2.6315 

- 

23751 

19438 

2.3092 

2588.14 


: 07392 

115,45. 

0.4386. 

> • ■“ !’! 

. 8538 

J^M32 

1135.42 

JP Yen 

0.0087 

13527 

0.5138 

1.1708 

. 

1.1871 

1339 


'07287' 

•,1.1408 

0.4394 

03793 

.139. 

s. • . v 

1121187 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

1.0165 

03862 

0.0880 

1332.09 

0.8921 

- 

;jprtCijiJJcr3; 

.0.5703. 

*8007 

.*03384- 

77-11 • 

-65.8Z 

.0.7818 

.87530 

FR Franc 

0.1894 

03960 

0.1124 

25.6168 

2136 

03598 

33.22 


1.7536 

j 2.9531 
\129J58 
151.72 

1141 


5.2795 

8.8907 

: 3.8995 
43689 
0.8558 
3.4335 
3.0089 i 


Brent 24.90 24.95 

Bony 24.90 24.95 

( t>utea| “axafe; V 22JJ3 * 
UL Gas 21230 211.00 

Metal Prices 


Mid-East Currencies 


SARiyal 0.2667 0.4170 0.15846 0.36095 30.8204 

^^DjrhawT- 04723 042579 0.1618; '0.36354 31.4693 

KW Dinar 3.3311 5.20833 1.97941 4.50357 385.06 

“. '•BH'filnar 0-3769 434938. 1-57679 339195 3D6.654 

CY Pound 2.1218 3.3158 13611 2.8735 246328 


Cold (ox's) 3583 358.8 

'£ 

Platinum (ca’s) 361 362 

ai# JM: . 

CU (3 Month#) 2191 2194 

vlOMJ ./Xififov 

Lead P Months.) J 696 697 

,NI<3 6890 •: *6920/ 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


USD 5.43 5.43 5.40 5.62 5.77 I 

■■• GBP : •: '€,50 n ': ''<630.;' .;>3iV . . 

JPY ' 031 0.34 034 037' 041 

DEM; 3.00: 3.06' “ISb, ■ tfoVi 

FRF ' 338 338 330 330 * 332 " 

■e&F- ”1.75. •vf.TT'^viof £,w j, i 

■rTL 74J 7.12 • 6.7S “ ” 6.60 “ 6:51 ■ 


Main Equity Jndicics 


NcwYorfc DOW JONES 

London FT-SE 100 

Paris CAC 40 

•?" Tr*n^uW : ‘v ':" :>\DAX : / 


Energy 


6582.19 38.1 038 6584.11 6544.09 6544.09 

£■.: v ■■ ;?* 7 .' 

4098.9 9 4 0.23 4108 4096:2 40893" 

„ ;m.65 ';'0A4/ 195003 i&2to.s' 

230035 1749 0.77 2309.93 2294,82 2282.76 

, ! ~.-.'28rf32 v "y. -.22164' "OTf ' i8B9A' 288l!l9 28593^ 

* JOD Cross Rates 


Coffee (c/lbs) 

. Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (S/to a) 

: Whcaf^/tonJ- 
Soya (c/lbs) 

Barley (S/bsh) 

' . Rice (S/ton) . - 


120-42 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

1390 x 

Spot. 


GB Stcrlling .. 

1.1V81 

317 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0.4512 

•..127 - •, 

. ••• l S P* • 


: CH Franc 

03202 

2131 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1335 

125 ... 

•’’Spot 


JP Yen . 

03064 

2,07 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

04019 

1470 

Spar 


IT Lira 1 : ’ 

■04599 ' 


Source: Central BanU of Jordan. 



Andy Capp 


50 Word Of cflsgust 

51 English 
composer 


54 Gardner of 
mystery 
56 Horse hue 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 7, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson . 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) It is important 
that you are most careful 
today in handling your 
responsibilities so that 
you can gain the respect 
and admiration of those in 
authority. Make prepara- 
tions for recreational 
activities you plan to do 
with close friends. 
TAURUS: (April 2Q to 
May 20) Count the cost 
well for any gifts which 
you give to close friends 
and loved ones and don't 
go overboard with them or 
you could find yourself 
short on funds. Later this 
evening will be good to go 
out on the town with 
friends. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Home situations 
could upset you today, if 
you allow this, so keep 
your mind on career activ- 
ities and you can proceed 
quite nicely. Later tonight 
you can meet with knowl- 
edgeable people and come 
up with a course of action 
to succeed. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

. (June 22 to July 21) Take 
care you do not lose any- 
thing while out shopping 
today or you could be left 
out in the cold with noth- 
ing left but the shirt on 
your back. Listen careful- 
ly to a friend's complaint 
and offer some assistance. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Use care in handling 
finances or property today 
and avoid losses which 
could be big if you are not 
careful. Make sure you 
drive with care while on 
the highway later this 
evening so that you don't 
get into any difficulties. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You could 
be highly discontented 
with some personal rais- 
Iji '«ake you. have -made « todays 1 
rti howevCTjni'easy.tareofi*' ; 
J fy. Later-ihis evening you 
can complete any current 
career activities with the 
assistance of fellow asso- 
ciates. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You are 
sink and tired of some sit- 
uation which has long 
bothered you, however be 
patient a little longer and 
everything will fall into 
place for the 'better: 
Tonight you can relax at 
home and rest up for the 
days ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 J 
Although a good friend 
may not agree today with 
a personal matter you are 
handling, listen carefully 
to what is suggested and 
show that you do appreci- 
ate his or her opinion. 
Tonight you can go out on 
the t own, w ith your mate. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) This is not a good 
day today to make any 
changes in your activities 
or difficulties could devel- 
op which you had not 
anticipated. Handle some 
civic affair carefully so 
that you 'do- not . get into a 
difficult situation, 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January' 20) 
Study further into that 
enterprise today which 
interests you before you 
put it into operation so 
you don't regret any deci- 
sions which were made. 
Later this evening will be 
good for your to consult 
fellow associates on a new 
projecL 

AQUARIUS; (January 
21 to February 19) .You 
had better postpone that 
talk with your mate until a 
better time or you could 
get into difficulty with 
him or her. Be sure to 
keep any promises' you 
have made to closeTriend 
or loved ones and thereby 
maintain your reputation. 
PISCES: (February 20 to i 
March 20) All kinds of I 
conditions arise today 
which can depress you if 
you jump into hasiy con- 
elusions, so make eyety ! 
effort to study the sip*®" i 
tion before you jump to 10 
head first Listen to olfcep 
for their opinion and us® 11 
if it works. 

Birthstone of January- 
Garnet — Rose Quartz- 
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Senior AFM officials 
to attend technological 
rum in Paris 


AMMAN at) — The 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) wiB take pan in the 
^tew Exchange Technology" 
forum to be held Thursday in 
paisJordan will be represent- 
ed at die fbram by deputy 
director general of the AFM. 
jaiil Xffif. and bead of the 
Companies’ Department 
The two-day meeting, organ- 
ised by the Paris Bourse, will 
discuss the application of new 
technology in trading opera- 
tions by using the French sys- 
tem and will also review the 
experience of countries that 
a&ptad the French model in 
fois regard. 


More than SO countries from 
all over die world will .partid- 
paie in the forum including the 
U.S ;1 EU, die Middle East, 
Africa and Far East countries. 

A technical assistance agree- 
me m had recently been signed 
between the Paris Bourse and 
the AFM, to finance amodemi- 
sation project of the AFM trad- 
ing operations. The first phase 
of the project is already under- 
way. 

It consists of a survey of die 
AFM t s current situation and 
die technical requirements for 
modernising the operations 
according to international stan- 
dards. 




it\ t *, 


■ t. 


i • 

• ■' • 

r ( : ; - 

li. n: . ’ . ■ 
d,r\ 

MDKIMO: >'••'''■ 

!,• Vv. v: 1 ■ 

\ .■ ■ 

l-l I . . 




s\t,UM K|i s; 


. 1 
■ 

• I 

. 

i ! 


t \f»R|l * lKN 


.. ,-j 


V(_u \Kl* s - 


• I 


IT-' I s . : \ 

\l..‘ ' 




■ - J ‘ J ; 

CiM*!" 1 



Government considers amending 
requirements for foreign investments 

** THE HIGHER COUNCIL for Promoting Investment has 
recommended to the Council of Ministers the amendment of the 
regulations governing non-Jordanian investments. According to 
Taleti Rifai, the director-general of the Investment Promotion 
Corporation, the Higher Council proposed reconsidering or 
abotishing the JD 100,000 minimum amount required from non- 
Jordanians for investing in a project 

Dr Rifai said that the Higher Council also recommended to 
the Cabinet broadening the base of exemptions and incentives 
toother sectors not included in the current legislation sucb as 
parks, entmainment and spa projects as well as vocational edu- 
cation that would serve tbe productive sectors of health, indus- 
try, tourism and agriculture. The recommendation mentioned the 
‘‘technical production sector" as being another area that should 
be included in the list for receiving exemptions and incentives 
which currently benefit only the industrial and agricultural sec- 
ids in addition to hotels, hospitals and some transport sections. 

Under the proposals submitted, areas that enjoy 25 per cent 
and 50 per cent exemptions will be enjoying 50 pier cent and 75 
percent exemptions respectively. Dr. Rifai revealed (A1 RaJ). 

Sobar declares 1997 as year 
for liberalising prices 

**1997 WILL BE die year of liberalising pices. Supply Min- 
stebMunir Sobar has announced adding ihat the government 
wiftbe floating the prices of 86 products. He. said that t be gov- 
eminent has allowed the private sector to import products, espe- 
cially grams, winch were only imported by the minisny in the 
past The private sector will be allowed to import other products 
without (prior) permits in the near future, the minister pointed 
out 

Me Sobar said that there is no timetable or programme to lib- 
eralise prices but “the government will seize the right opportu- 
nity to Liberalise the prices of any product that becomes in ample 
supply (mere than demand) and does not suffer of any market- 
ing bottlenecks ” He stressed that the “liberalisation" will 
include everything beginning with meat and upto the school 
dresses and noted that “all indications show that 1997 will wit- 
ness price stability and, consequently, it will be tbe right time to 
liberalise prices,” 

The minister said that the reduction in the prices of bread has 
saved the public about JD 12 million a year. He added that a new 
mechanism will be unveiled next week to liberalise cigarette 
prices after putting fixed specifications to import “good" quali- 
ties (A1 Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I need a dress for New Year’s Eve. 
One that shows off my figure early 
in the evening and hides how 
much I’ve eaten by midnight.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hrnri Arnold and Mitw ArgMon 


Unscramble th*se tour Jumbtes. 
one letter to each square, to tonn 
tour onflnary words. 


DAMMA 



□ 


□ 


□ 


MHHwiUlSmtRtt 
ai ngm Hoved 

1 YO 

ILD 



J 

□ 

□ 






VORGEN 


L 




c 

□ 





[SLYGUN 

T 


J 
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EASY TO L05>E 
ON A FAMILY 
VACATION- 

Now arrange tha circled Setters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare 


• niutxrn 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: COCOA HOBBY BRIDLE LAGOON 
Answer: What she got trom the dishonest butcher - 
'BALONEV 


World auto output will be phenomenal’ 
in next two decades — Ward’s 


SOUTHFIELD, Michigan 
(AFP) — Worldwide vehi- 
cle production will post 
“phenomenal” growth 
over the next 20 years, 
most of it concentrated in 
newly developing coun- 
tries, a leading industry 
analyst has predicted. 

A special report by the 
research firm Ward’s, sum- 
marised by the company 
Monday, said automakers 
will turn out 1.4 billion 
cars and trucks in the next 
20 years, twice as many as 
in the previous two 
decades. 


“The vehicle growth rate 
will be phenomenal,” 
according to Max Pember- 
ton, author of the study, 
entitled Ward's World 
Vehicle Forecasts and 
Strategies. 

He said most of produc- 
tion surge will come from 
newly developing coun- 
tries, dramatically chang- 
ing the present distribution 
balance. 

In 1 995, three-quarters 
of the 663 million vehicles 
on the world's roads were 
in the developed world — ■ 
North America, Japan, 


Europe, Australia and New 
Zealand. 

By 2015 the global fleet 
will reach one billion 
units, 59 per cent of which 
will be in developed coun- 
tries. 

Annual vehicle sales in 
2015 will climb to about 
92 million, with the share 
of sales in developed 
countries dropping from 
74 per cent to 53 per cent, 
according to Ward’s. 

Tbe projected growth 
pace will require a mini- 
mum of 160 new auto 
plants, each turning out 


300,000 units annually. 

It will create a need for 
more spare parts, more 
service and repair stations, 
more roads and bridges 
and more parking spaces. 

As more vehicles are 
built and sold, the study 
said, the scrap rate will 
rise dramatically, especial- 
ly in more developed 
countries where vehicle 
ownership is reaching the 
saturation point. 

Roughly 1 . 1 billion vehi- 
cles will be disposed of 
between now and 2015, 
spurring recycling initia- 


tives to reduce waste and 
make better use of raw 
materials. 

The rapid pace of future 
globalisation, according to 
Ward’s, is all the more 
impressive when com- 
pared with how slowly it 
has progressed in the past 
1 00 years. 

As of 1996, three coun- 
tries — the United States, 
Japan and Germany — 
accounted for about half of 
world vehicle output and 
sales. 

Ten countries were 
responsible for nearly 75 


per cent of world vehicle 
sales, with three compa- 
nies — General Motors, 
Ford and Toyota — pro- 
ducing about 38 per cent 
cars and trucks worldwide. 

For every 1. 000 people 
in the developed world, 
according to the report, 
there were 547 vehicles. In 
the developing world only 
34 per 1,000 owned vehi- 
cles. 

Three-quarters of all 
vehicles are owned by just 
16 per cent of the world’s 
population. Ward’s said. 


UAE creates 
venture for first 
Arab phone satellite 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) on Monday 
announced the creation 
of a joint venture that 
will own and operate 
the first telephone satel- 
lite in the Middle East. 

The Thuraya (chande- 
lier) Company for 
Space Telecommunica- 
tion has an initial capi- 
tal of $25 million, 
which will be raised to 
nearly $500 million, 
project manager Hatem 
Lum told reporters. 

He spoke after share- 
holders from the UAE 
and other Arab states 
held their first meeting 
in Abu Dhabi ana 
agreed to suberibe the 
intitial capital. 

Etisalat, the UAE's 
sole telecommunica- 
tions firm, controls 26 
per cent of the venture 
while 20 per cent is 
owned by the govern- 
ment-run Abu Dhabi 
Investment - Company, 
10 per cent by the Arab 
Space Satellite Corpora- 
tion (Arabsat) ana the 
rest by investors from 
other Arab countries. 

The German telecom- 


p ^ e 


Detecon was offered 0.5 
per cent ownership as it 
is the consultant for the 
iect. 

Lutfi said more 
investors would be 
invited from India and 
other Asian countries as 
well as Europe, most of 
which will be covered 
by the Global System 
for Mobile Communica- 
tions (GSMC) satellite. 

“The $25 millipn we 
agreed on today is con- 
sidered the founding 
capital of the company. 
The capital will be 
raised gradually this 
year ancf it could reach 


$500 million within a 
year," he said. 

Mr. Lutfi declined to 
mention the cost of the 
project but sources from 
Etisalat and the bidding 
companies put it at 
between $700 million 
and one billion dollars. 

He said four compa- 
nies from France and 
the United States were 
competing for the con- 
tract and the bids would 
be opened on Feb. 1 . 

Bidders for the satel- 
lite project, one of the 
biggest telecommunica- 
tion contracts in the 
Middle East, include 
Aerospatiale and Alca- 
tel Telecom of France 
and Hughes and Lock- 
head of the United 
States. 

Thuraya, the fifth of 
its kind in the world, 
could include two satel- 
lites covering the Mid- 
dle East, eastern 

Europe, . North Africa, 
central Asia and the 
subcontinent. It will be 
launched before the 
year 2000, officials 

said. 

State-controlled Eti- 
salat. one of the 

biggest telecommunica- 
tions firms in the 

region, has already ear- 
marked around 828 mil- 
lion dirhams ($225 mil- 
lion ) for the project as 
part of a multi-billion- 
dollar investment pro- 
gramme to expand ser- 
vices to meet growing 
demand. 

The UAE, a major oil 
producer, is the First 
Arab country that will 
have its own satellite 
but it is already a key 
shareholder in Arabsat, 
which has satellites in 
orbit and is planning to 
launch more this year. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHHE1SASI 
TELEPHONE : 607371 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 06/01/1997 



PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

lM 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DXV . 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANCE 

259.500 205-000 

ARAB BANK 

13.9 

1.37 

14 

1500 

3B1824 251.00 

255.00 

4.00+ 

1.230 

.880 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

74.9 

0.00 

90 

146413 

165114 

X. 12 

1.14 

.02+ 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12.6 

2.92 

6 

19696D 

931623 

4.79 

4-73 

.06- 

2.950 

2.440 

JGlT. KUWAIT BANK 

IB. 9 

0.00 

10 

9759 

25377 

2-61 

2.61 

— 

1.090 

-8B0 

JOR. GOLF HANK 

5.8 

7.22 

3 

5000 

4850 

-97 

-97 

- 

4.180 

3.4B0 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.7 

0.00 

7 

1320 

4866 

3.67 

3.69 

.02+ 

3.000 

1.380 

UNION BK.SAV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

1 

500 

725 

1.45 

1.45 

— 

1.480 

1.000 

PHILADEL- INV . BK. 

9 

0.00 

8 

3681 

4785 

1.31 

1.30 

.01- 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS IHD5X: 194.78 *CHG: 

*1.09 

139 

365133 

1519165 




2.830 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH IfJSUR. 

5.3 

10-58 

4 

1300 

2460 

1.90 

1.89 

.01- 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 120.45 ZC8G: 

-O.QS 

4‘ 

1300 

2460 




1,830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.3 

7.36 

15 

18925 

30847 

1.63 

1.63 

_ 

1.560 

1.250 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

9.6 

6-80 

1 

400 

58B 

1.46 

1.47 

.01+ 

2.700 

2.280 

HIMEH MINERALS 

12.3 

5.60 

1 

500 

1250 

2.60 

2.50 

.10- 

5.650 

4.200 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

IB. 8 

2.70 

3 

14100 

69975 

4.90 

4.75 

.15- 

1.780 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0-00 

10 

3200 

3821 

1.19 

1.20 

.01+ 

.BOO 

.410 

MACH. EQP- RENT. MAIN- 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

45 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 

2.200 

1.490 

MID- EAST HOTELS 

.68.1 

0-00 

10 

5750 

9164 

1.63 

1. SB 

.05- 

1.250 

.960 

zarka EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

2 

1600 

1665 

1.04 

1.04 

- 

2.310 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.3 

4.65 

6B 

43350 

92788 

2.11 

2.15 

.04+ 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

5 

5900 

5025 

.88 

.85 

.03- 

SERVICE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 113.95 7CUG: 

-0-B5 

116 

93B25 

215167 




* 1.260 

1.010 

ATTANQEEB 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1000 

1.01 

1.00 

.01- 

3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.2 

2.99 

a 

3301 

11053 

3.37 

3.35 

.02- 

3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

35.2. 

0.00 

i 

200 

654 

3.17 

3.27 

.10+ 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.1 

3.54 

2 

250 

1397 

5.70 

5.65 

.05- 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF I MARY 

10.0 

B - 10 

28 

4948 

4B563 

9.70 

9-88 

.18+ 

3.750 

1-650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AG R. 

36.7 

0.00 

2 

130 

353 

2.74 

2-73 

.01- 

4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. KANF. 

19.4 

5.65 

9 

221B 

7850 

3.58 

3-54 

.04- 

2.360 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

9.1 

7.32 

4 

900 

1480 

1.65 

1.64 

.01- 

7.700 

4-250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.3 

4.12 

3 

950 

4608 

4.90 

4.85 

.05- 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND - 

9.1 

8.22 

2 

57 

207 

3.65 

3.6S 

- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK C POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

43 

54200 

34146 

.63 

.64 

.01+ 

1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

B. I 

B . 70 

29 

22000 

26200 

a . 19 

1-19 


1.6BO 

1.180 

NATIONAL STEEL I HD. 

9 

0.00 

4 

13300 

16492 

1.1B 

1.24 

.06+ 

1.050 

.540 

NATIONAL IND5. 

10.2 

8. 70 

30 

27250 

18597 

.68 

.69 

.01 + 

1.690 

.930 

I NTERMED . PETBO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

37 

17050 

19072 

1.10 

1.11 

.01+ 

1.150 

.780 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

P 

0.00 

3 

900 

738 

.86 

.82 

.04- 

1.780 

1.0S0 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

7b. a 

0.00 

22 

13550 

19226 

1.44 

1.43 

.01- 

3.260 

1.440 

UNIV. HODN.INDS. 

5.3 

11.43 

4 

1023 

1790 

1.75 

1.75 

- 

- 2-OOQ , 

1.1*0 

. JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

16.3 

0.00 

10 

1940 

2521 

1.30 

1.30 

- 

1.420 

.840 

JOR. NEW CAlBL^ CO. 

" '75.5 " 

0.00 

" "• 3D 

265D0 

25D94 

.94 

- .94 

- 

2-460 

1.750 

- Et -SAY "READY ■ WEAR 

P 

0.00 

5 

3386 

6465 

1.91 

1.91 

- 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 114.07 ZCHG: 

-0.02 

279 

195103 

247823 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 152.44 *CHG: 

+0.52 

538 

655361 

19B46Z4 






PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

HONDAY 

06/01/1997 




.800 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.9 

0.00 

5 

2250 

1170 

.53 

.52 

.01- 

.890 

.700 

UNION INV. S0< 

68.9 

0.00 

10 

5J250 

11715 

.73 

.72 

.01- 

1.020 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

22 

20750 

9293 

■ 45 

.45 


.640 

.310 

JOR - I NDS . HATCH - J EMCO 

9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

680 

.35 

.34 

.01- 

1.730 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

5 

3200 

2992 

1.37 

1.36 

.01- 

.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

9 

0.00 

13 

9470 

4929 

.53 

.52 

.-01- 

.910 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

4 

1400 

798 

.57 

.57 


1.000 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

29 

60700 

30839 

.49 

.51 

.02+ 

.760 

.430 

NAY Z AX DIES C MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

135 

.53 

.54 

.01+ 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

1 

600 

450 

. .76 

.75 

,01- 

.BOO 

.570 

RAZI PHARM. 65> 

E 

0.00 

2 

450 

111 

.60 

.60 


.810 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

25.9 

0.00 

4 

7000 

2940 

.43 

.42 

.01- 

1.3B0 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

3 

1500 

1185 

.75 

.79 


.590 

.360 

I. TEXTILE MANUF. 

9 

0.00 

2 

260 

117 

.47 

.45 

.02- 

.850 

.■590 

NATL. POULTRY 

H 

0.00 

1 

100 

63 

.63 

-63 


N 1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.3 

0.00 

89 

294200 

208342 

.69 

.71 

.02+ 

GRAND TOTAL 





195 

456425 

275779 


e, 



4 : New 12 noncha low 
N i LiBced during the peat 13 nonthe 
P : P/E ratio ia 100 or more 
g i Negative P/E 

E : Earning ia aero or N/A for the moat recent year 
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sAL,£L *** J ord an Marketplace 


D A J A N I 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 13 & 21 k. gold. 
A truiy unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 


I 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisant, second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Ai Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcfcun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professorial Quality] in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop yoortcotour film at 
oar shop and gec- 

• JUMBO phmtm 


• Frmm ea/ar**- 
mmmt 20 x 30 cat 


ppp. GrindUys 
Bank. Phone: 6M042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


■CLEANING SERVICES 

iiAME.OHJCES. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

•MAINTENANCE SHIVICF.S 
i i E A 71 \f Ls V ST7: ' I 
?] t MB INC ' 

-FOR RENT: 

DEI. I' XE Vi;. LAS AND 

Rats .eurnished* 

l ■ N j ' I.’ RN ISHHi) 







crown Hem 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA. JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 






FORRENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


A 



foed t eu vi cutt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
i* Sushi 


III : 699369 
FAX : 704414 



TO HDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141 /4 
Ext. 223 



PIZZA GRANDE 

ftw ffal tetiao Taste . 
Goor/nci piZ2fi . 
WcuscUjc \JOy test .ferafesa 

^. N VvVu- 

the only 

STUFFED PIZZA JtA 

3 him (CHagoStyta} -4E11 

<> PAN PIZZA ^ 

.2* (Hn-grlNtk Crust J 

2L itauan sandwiches ^ 

'-Vrtrfi 

*0 hihuSct^ ’P-i. 

i 

Ibe Moor Inna B) Ibc Kata BdraaEt . 

AhhEa «* Abelt 

Supamtwa 
Tel. 688 471 Ext 32 
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Patriots trounce Steelers to reach Juventus, AC Milan have miserable start to 97 

. *. - n P 


AFC championship game 


FOXBORO (R> — Curtis 
Martin sliced through the 
fog for 1 65 yards and three 
touchdowns as the New 
England Patriots beat the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 28-3 
on Sunday, leaving them 
one victory away from the 
Super Bowl. 

Drew Bledsoe was 14- 
of-24 for 164 yards and a 
score for the Patriots (12- 
5), who dominated the 
defending American 
Football Conference 
champions on both sides 
of the ball and won a post- 
season game for the first 
time in 1 1 years. 

The winner of next 
week’s AFC champi- 
onship game, between the 
Patriots and the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, who 
beat the Denver Broncos 
30-27 on Saturday, will go 
to Super Bow] XXXI in 
New Orleans on January 
26. 

The Steelers ( 1 1-7) had 
reached the .AFC title 
game in each of the last 
two seasons and appeared 
headed for a third after last 
week's 40-14 rout of 
Indianapolis. 

But New England scored 
touchdowns on three of its 
first four possessions, 
leaving the Steelers’ lost in 
the fog and trying to find 
their way out by alternat- 
ing quarterbacks Mike 
Tomczak and Kordeil 
Stewart throughout the 
game. 

"Tomczak was 16-of-29 
For 110 yards and two 
interceptions and Stewart, 
who constantly tied the 
pocket to scramble or 
throw, was O-ot'-IQ. With 
fullback Jerome Bettis 
slowed by a nagging groin 
injury. Pittsburgh was 
never able to mounr a 
viable offence, and the 
Patriots manhandled and 
often simply fooled the 
Steelers’ defence. 

Martin, who was bom 
and raised in Pittsburgh 
and attended the 
University of Pittsburgh, 
carried 19 limes, including 
touchdown runs of two. 7S 
and 23 yards. He gave the 
Patriots what the steelers 
needed from Bettis, who 
managed just 43 yards on 
1 3 carries. 

Bledsoe opened the 
game with two key com- 
pletions that put the 
Patriots ahead by two 
touchdowns. He seemed to 
use radar to find Terry 
Glenn with a 53-yard 
bomb on new England’s 
opening play, setting up a 
two-yard touchdown 
plunge by Martin. 

New England easily 
moved the ball on the next 
series. Bled six.*, who com- 
pleted his first seven pass- 
es, set tip a screen to run- 
ning back Keith Byars. 
\\ ho rumbled 34 yards for 
the second score. 



Pittsburgh Steelers running back Jerome Bettis is brought down by defensive end 
Willie McGinest (R) of the New England Patriots in fourth quarter AFC Semifinal 
Playoff action in Foxboro. Massachusetts. The injured Bettis was held to 43 yards, as 
the Patriots defeated the Steelers 28-3 to advance to the AFC Championship game 
against the Jacksonville Jaguars next week (Reuters photo) 


Martin struck again on 
New England's first offen- 
sive play of the second 
quarter. The second-year 
running back ran a perfect 
draw, bursting through the 
secondary’ for a 78-yard 
touchdown. 

Martin ran for 1 10 yards 
on 10 carries in the open- 
ing half, becoming only 
the second back this sea- 
son to run for over 100 
yards against Pittsburgh's 
defence. 

“1 was so pumped before 
the game that the coaches 
were worried about me 
being able to focus." 
Martin said. "The offen- 
sive line played great and 
their defence was a step 
back." 

The first seven times the 
Steelers had Che boll, the 
New England defence shut 
down the Pittsburgh 
attack, bringing on punter 
Josh Miller to end each 
possession. 

'They didn't have that 


much zap .after iL was X 4- 
0." said Patriots' running 
back Keith Byars. “We 
controlled the line of 
scrimmage and got to the 
end zone" early. 

Pittsburgh’s offence 
stalled badly on its three 
series in the first quarter. 
The Steelers earned only 
one first down against a 
punishing New England 
defence, which stuffed 
Stewart on a key 3rd-and- 
1 run. Stewart came on for 
Tomczak after Pittsburgh 
fell behind by three touch- 
downs. 

The only bright spot in 
the half for the Steelers 
came on a 4th-and-5 when 
upback Fred McAfee took 
the snap and dashed 10 
yards around right tackle 
for a Pittsburgh first down 
near midfield. But New 
England responded with 
an aggressive stand that 
resulted in a pair of sacks 
of Tomczak. and yet 
another punt by Miller. ’ 


..-VfslUt-WiUianjs.came. up 
with- ia date first-half inter- 
ception of Bledsoe, but 
Pittsburgh failed to con- 
vert on a 4th-and-l screen 
pass. 

An interception by line- 
backer Chad Brown set up 
a 29-yard field goal by 
Pittsburgh's Norm 

Johnson with 3:50 to play 
in the third quarter. But 
Lawyer Milloy intercepted 
Tomczak on Pittsburgh's 
next possession. 

Martin had two seven- 
yard runs before explod- 
ing off right tackle and 
capping his big day with a 
23-yard TD run, giving the 
pats a 2S-3 lead with 1 2:31 
remaining. 

“Maybe the fog and the 
weather bothered them," 
said Patriots' coach Bill 
Parcells. “They don’t 
seem to play well on the 
road or on grass and all 
that helped to unsettle 
them when we got ahead-’’ 


Real beat Athletic to retake 
Spanish League lead 


MADRID iRi — Real Madrid 
regained their lead in the Spanish 
first division on Sunday thanks 
to a solitary goal from teenager 
Raul Gonzalez ' in the snow- 
affected game against athletic 
Bilbao. 

With 42 points from I S games 
real are two points ahead of arch- 
rivals Barcelona, 1-0 winners at 
third-placed Dcportivo Coruna 
on Saturday. 

Rea! had the best of the game 
but were somewhat fortunate to 
take three points as Raul’s 6lst- 
minute winner took a lucky 
deflection. 

The game could be played only 


because of the effectiveness of 
the undersoil heating in the 
Santiago Bemabeu Stadium on a 
day when Madrid neighbours 
Rayo Vallecano saw their game 
with Sevilla postponed because 
of snow. 

The club authorities at one 
stage had to appeal to fans to 
stop bombarding players and 
match officials with snowballs. 

The other Madrid team, cham- 
pions Aileu co. came home 4-2 
winners from struggling 
Extremadura after being put on 
their way by a goal by baniel 
Prodan. the Romanian' interna- 


tional who was making his 
Spanish first division debut. 

Two fine goals from striker 
Kiko Narvaez sealed the game 
for Adetico, who went 4-0 up 
before a late recovery from the 
home side. 

Atlerico stayed fifth. 10 points 
off the pace and three points 
behind Real Beds who play 
Valencia on Monday. 

Real Sociedad remained sixth 
thanks to a last-gasp winner 
against Zaragoza. The defeat left 
Zaragoza fourth from bottom just 
20 months after taking the 1995 
European Cup Winners’ Cup. 


MILAN (AFP) — Juventus coach Marcello Lippi and AC 
Milan's Arrigo Sacctai both woke up with a New Year hang- 
over on Monday, after their sides made a miserable start to 
1997. 

Juventus and Parma both had two men sent off in 
Sunday’s bruising 1-0 defeat for the European Cup holders, 
while Milan were crushed 3-0 in the Olympic stadium by 
Lazio. , , 

Lippi described the refereeing as “perfect’*, in an appar- 
ently ironic verdict on Piero Ceccarini's afternoon, but was 
clearly dismayed by Parma’s rough house tactics. 

“The match was dragged down by certain players to a 
level which someone else may have wanted — but we cer- 
tainly didn’t," he said. 

“Someone wanted it to be a brawl for half the time, and it 
wasn't us.” 

Lippi also rounded on those who had claimed that 
Juventus' pre-Christmas six-point lead had left everybody 
behind. 

‘T’ve never talked about such things," he filmed. "If we 
win a match, we’re leaving everyone behind, but if we lose 
one. it means we're grounded. Be serious, please.’” 

Sacchi was clearly in serious mood as he reflected on 
Milan’s second consecutive league defeat, and the painful 
transition from Oscar Tabarez's unhappy term as coach. 

“We are still not there mentally or in terms of character,” 
Sacchi said. “We had a lot of players unavailable, and we 
weren’t in top condition. All this made things more compli- 
cated for us. 

“Milan did not have the strength needed as a team. We’ve 
got to be more determined in defence, a bit more nasty 


when it comes to stopping people. 

“Instead we are still fragile and end up getting beaten. 
And the defeats never help — they only create tensioo and 

Savicevic. once the toast of San Siro. was clearly in 

the demoralised camp after a particularly poor dzsplay. 

“It’s Milan's worst period of the past 10 years, he said. 
“I can’t remember things ever being this bad- . 

But if there was seasonal gloom over AC Milan s head- 
quarters here, there was a ray of sunshine over Inter's HQ, 
just a few streets away. . - . . _ 

The 3- 1 win over AS Roma and Youn Djorkaelr s acro- 
batic candidate for goal of the season — which earned him 
a standing ovation — brought fresh hope to a side which 

had been losing it’s way. . , 

“The referee asked me for my shirt afterwards, but I said 
■another time.' I'm keeping this one. I don't remember ever 
scoring such a great goal.” .... 

The former Paris St Germain star didn t see Ute ball go in. 
“But 1 heard the roar of the crowd. It sounded like the whole 
of the San Siro was caving in on me." 

And the Frenchman insisted: “The league title is still 
within reach.’’ 

Vicenza may be second in the table, three points behind 
Juventus, but coach Francesco Guidolin is more concerned 
about avoiding relegation than winning the ‘scudetto,’ 

“If we play like we know we can, we're a danger for any 
side,” he said. 

“But for the moment, we’re not thinking about being sec- 
ond so much as being nine points in front of the club who 
are fourth from bottom." 


Manchester United captain Eric Cantona CL) Is challenged by Tottenham Hotspur captain David Howells (Reuters 
photo) 

United brush aside Spurs 
on road to Wembley 


LONDON (AFP) — Manchester 
United are on course for an FA Cup 
showdown with high-flying 
Wimbledon after an ultimately com- 
fortable 2-0 win over a Tottenham side 
missing several star players at old 
Trafford on Sunday. 

Goals from Paul Scholes and David 
Beckham fired the holders into a 
fourth round clash home with 
Wimbledon — shock winners over 
Liverpool in 19S8 — who must first 
see off second division Crewe 
Alexandra next week. 

“We’re looking forward to it,” said 
United boss Alex Ferguson. 

They are always up for it on the big 
occasion and Joe Kinnear has got them 
playing really well this season." 

Scholes gave United the lead on 51 
minutes when he latched onto a pass 
from Andy Cole on the edge of the 
Spurs area before sweeping a low shot 
into the bottom right-hand comer for 
his fourth goal of the season. 

The goal settled United’s nerves 
after they were earlier made to strug- 
gle by a patchwork Spurs side missing, 
among others, Teddy Sheringham. 
Steffen Tversen, Chris Armstrong. 
Darren Anderton, John Scales and 
Gary Mabbutt 

The visitors, who were beaten 7-1 by 
Newcastle Iasi week, created a number 
of chances before United put the 
match out of reach with a brilliant 
curling free-kick from England star 
Beckham eight minutes from time. 

“It was a lovely strike from 
Beckham. He struck it beautifully,” 


said Feiguson. 

United nearly broke the deadlock in 
the 26th minute, when David 
Beckham’s perfectly judged cross 
from the right was met by die head of 
Ryan Giggs, whose powerful effort 
was beaten out by Ian Walker in die 
Spurs goal. 

Frustrations started to boil over in 
the midfield where United’s resident 
hot-head Roy Keane, who had already 
conceded several free-kicks, was 
booked for a clumsy challenge on 
Justin Edinburgh. 

The first half ended with an ugly 
scrap in the Spurs goalmouth after 
United's Andy Cole clashed with 
Scotland defender Colin Calderwood. 
Both men were booked. 

Despite their makeshift line-up. 
Spurs succeeded in matching United 
chance for chance in the first half with 
Andy Sinton curling a 20-yard shot 
just wide and captain David Howells 
going agonisingly close with a deflect- 
ed free-kick. 

But their best chance, after 65 min- 
utes, fell to 19-year-old striker Neale 
Fenn. who saw his shot squeeze inch- 
es past the wrong side of the upright 
after a good cross from Steve Carr. 

Earlier, Mark Kinsella ruined Robert 
Lee's homecoming with a stunning 
late equaliser that earned Chariton ath- 
letic an FA Cup replay with premier- 
ship giants Newcastle at the Valley. 

Newcastle were on course for a place 
in the fourth round after England mid- 
fielder Lee fired them into a first-half 
lead. 


CINEMA TEL634144 \ S CINEMA TEL634144 V z' CINEMA TEL699238 T 

V PHILflOELPHIH “l” A PHILADELPHIA "2” I PLflZfl 

a Rob Cohen film Rlch * r I * The Hunchback of 

Sylvester Stallone in I Notre Dame 

DAYLIGHT "rstkn.ght 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

.Qhmjuc- a-on in-Qn 


CINEMA TEL677420 N 

y CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Silvester Stallone & Curt Russel...in 

TANGO & CASH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

t A *********** 

CONCORD “2” 

Dumb and Dumber 


But 11 minutes from time, Kinsella 
burst from midfield and unleashed a 
ferocious drive from 25 yards which 
flew into the top right hand corner of 
Shaka Hislop’s goal. 

It was an unhappy end to an emo- 
tional day for Lee on his return to the 
club where he spent ten years before 
being sold to Newcastle in 1992 for 
700,000 pounds. The cash from the 
deal allowed Charlton to return to their 
famous ground. 

Ironically, both Lee and Kinsella are 
suspended for the replay on January 
15, and Newcastle boss Kevin Keegan 
pointed the finger firmly at his keeper. 

“They had just one shot and scored 
from it, and Shaka knows he should 
have^got it It went straight through 
him," said Keegan, who said his team 
had “stopped playing" after the break 

Everton, 1995 cup winners, cruised 
into the fourth round after a 3-0 victo- 
ry over first division Swindon, who 
finished the match with just nine men. 

Swindon were reduced to 10 men 
after just a minute when Ian 
Culveriiouse was dismissed for han- 
dling in the area — the quickest dis- 
missal in FA Cup history — and then 
lost Gary Elkins after 74 minutes for a 
second bookable offence. 

Andre Kanchelskis with a penalty, 
England striker Nick Barmby and 
Scotland striker Duncan Ferguson 
were the goal scorers in a comfortable 
victory. 

In the day’s other tie, first division 
stragglers Bradford City beat second 
division stragglers Wycombe 2-0. 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 I Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre * 

v__ TEL: 625155 J 

The Theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

“Al Aman Ya Ho” , 



*s, Tuesday, Ja nil 
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ve my serve alone, says Ivanisevic 
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Y (AFP) — Goran 
c came out 
against radical 
jto limit tennis play- 
’ one serve in an 
^speed up the 

^'SS^Ie'T'roat ^ith 
^projectile left-handed 
thundered down a 
ikable 1 ,477 aces in 96 
: imtches on last year’s 
Association of Tenuis 
Professionals (ATP^ tour 
and is against any attempt to 
blunt his main weapon. 

Ivanisevic, who heads 
into next week's Australian 
Open in Melbourne as 
world number three behind 
Pete Sampras and Michael 
Chang, started his 1997 sea- 
son with a straight sets vic- 
toiy over Mure- Kevin 
Goellner of Germany in the 
first round of the Sydney 
International here Monday. 

The 25-year-old, sporting 
a moustache and longer hair 
than last season, picked off 
the 5 1 st-ranked Goellner. 6- 
3, 6-4. 

Asked his reaction to 
attempts to introduce regu- 
lations to halve the serves 
from the time-honoured two 
per point, Ivanisevic said 


sarcastically: 'Then they 
should change everything, 
not allow two-three fore- 
hands in a row. 

“If you want to start with 
that ypg_(wpul.4j change all 
the game and it s destroyed 
and then you call it some 
other sport instead of ten- 
nis.” 

Ivanisevic, who averages 
around 15 aces a match, is 
always a danger if his bal- 
listic serve is on. 

He partnered Iva Majoli in 
the Croatian team in last 
week's Hopman Cup in 
Perth and is looking to 
improve on his two quarter- 
final performances at the 
Australian Open, which 
begins on January 13. 

Ivanisevic reached the last 
eight in the grand slam in 
1 989 and 1994 and has only 
a 13-7 win-loss record in 
Melbourne. 

“I'm moving very well 
and not missing so many 
balls. My serve is not 100 
per cent yet and I can still 
improve a lot more,” said 
Ivanisevic. 

“It's the first tournament, 
the first match and it's 
important to put all these 
things together for next 


week.” 

French qualifier Sarah 
Pitkowksi embarrassed 
1990 titleholder Natasha 
Zvereva inflicting a 6-0, 6-0 
^ .first round loss in th e open- 
ing" match on centre court 
Monday. 

“She was slow," said 21- 
year-old Pitkowski. “I saw 
she was so slow so I took a 
chance and tried to keep my 
cool. 

“This type of player is 
normally very good, but she 
helped me a lot because she 
didn’t play very well at all.’’ 

Pitkowski, who worked 
out at the French national 
tennis centre at Roland 
Garros in Paris for six 
years, said she was now 
travelling the tour more 
independently and that had 
helped her game. 

Pitkowski, who reached 
her highest WTA ranking of 
S4 in November, faces a 
tougher task in the second 
round against third seed Iva 
Majoli. 

Japan’s Naoko 

Sawamatsu accounted for 
American Meilen Tu, 7-5, 
6-3. 


Sykora 
takes 
risks to 
notch up 
treble 

KRANJSKA GORA, 
Slovenia, (AFP) — 
Thomas Sykora 
made it three -out-of- 
three in slalom racing 
when he dared all 10 
win a men’s world 
cup race here on 
Monday. 

He beat Frenchman 
Sebastien Amiez and 
fellow Austrian 

Thomas 

Stangassinger for his 
first win at Kranjska 
Gora, and the first by 
an Austrian in 13 
years. 

Sykora, who won 
the season’s opening 
slalom at Park City, 
USA, also won at 
Maddona Di 

Campligia. Italy, 
before the Christmas 
break. 

The World Cup 
slalom leader, was a 
tenth of a second 
slower than 

Stangassinger, the 
1994 Olympic cham- 
pion. after the first 
nm but took risks 
through the mist to 
win by four tenths in 
an aggregate time of 
lmin41.93sec. 

AmiezT last year's" 
World Cup slalom 
champion, moved 
from third to second 
in 1:42.29. 

Stangassinger timed 
1:42.34. 

Matt Grosjean of 
the United States 
improved from 
eighth after the first 
run by setting the 
second-fastest time 
in the second leg to 
finish in a personal 
best fourth place in 
1:42.49. 

World and Olympic 
champion Alberto 
Tomba of Italy, who 
has been in the fust 
three here five times, 
finished eighth. 
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Cracks chip away at Olympic stadium 

jATLANTA (AFP) — Five months after the end of the cen- 
tennial Olympics, the Games' main stadium has major 
packs on the ground level and chips deep into the upper 
[deck concrete. No cause of the damage has been deter- 
mined, nor has it been decided who will pay for repairs in 
ihe facility before baseball's Atlanta Braves begin play 
there March 29 in an exhibition game. The 85,000-seat sta- 
dium is being converted into a 49.800-seat baseball park, 
[file track where Michael Johnson won his legendary dou- 
ble has already been ripped out. Concrete in some areas 
packed because puddles of water collected beneath nearby 
(drains that were too high. Some whole slabs of concrete 
Bust be replaced. Other cracks will be filled. Richard 
Momeilh. executive director of the Gaines group charged 
pith ensuring the quality of Olympic sites, called the cracks 
hl superficial wounds.” 

Wilkinson to develop English soccer 

LONDON < AFP^ — Howard Wilkinson, sacked after eight 
years with Leeds United in September, has accepted the job 
35 the English Football Association's new technical direc- 
itor.The 53-year-old will oversee the development of talent 
w football’s grass-roots level. The FA wanted a profession- 
for this newly-created role and Wilkinson firs the bill 
Jith 35 years experience as player, coach and manager. 
"Ukinson has been prepared to change with the times in 
footbalL abandoning the long-ball game reputation he 
pined at Sheffield Wednesday for the flair of players like 
Gordon strachan and Gary McAllister at Leeds. 

Carson all set to retire after classics 

LONDON (R) — Veteran Willie Carson, who has won the 
E Psom Derby four times, is all set to retire this year after 
^pleting his comeback from life-threatening injury, it 


was reported Monday. Carson, 54, aims to return to action 
this spring but sees himself joining long-time rival Lesterj 
Piggott in retirement in 1997. “Most of the classics come in 
the early part of the season. Once they are over, I will take, 
a view as to my future,” the Scot told the Daily Mail. 
“Lester was falling off horses by the end. He went on farj 
too long. I can’t see any further than this year for myself. 
Carson has been out of action since a bad accident at! 
Newbury last September when he was kicked in the pad- 
dock by an unraced horse. He spent a week and a half in 
hospital with severe liver injuries which led many to fore- 
cast his imminent retirement. 


Nagano governor slips up in protocol 

TOKYO (AFP) — The governor of Nagano, host to the 
1998 winter Olympic Games, slipped up in his Olympian 
protocol Monday by calling speed skating a race by “bee- 
tles on a whirligig.” Goto Yoshimura. who also serves as 1 
vice chairman of die Nagano Olympic organising commit- 
tee. made the remark when he was asked about his person- 
al opinions on winter sports in a meeting with reporters in 
Nagano. “What’s not interesting is speed skating because 
two skaters just skate around on a track,” the 70-year-old 
governor was quoted as saying by the Kyodo News Agency, 

Australian jockeys fined for strike 

SYDNEY (R) — The Australian jockey club stewards fined, 
three Sydney riders on Monday for a weekend strike which 
left apprentices grabbing glory on the nation's race courses. 
The AJC. which runs the sport in New South Wales state, 
fined jockeys John Marshall, Aaron Kennedy and Craig 
Carmody AS500 ($395) for each ride missed at a Sydney 
racecourse on Saturday under a rule that jockeys can be 
penalised for not fulfilling commitments without just cause. 
Marshall was penalised a total of A52.500 and Kennedy 
and Carmody were fined AS1.000 each. 


Ewing leads Knicks to victory 


NEW YORK (R) — 
Patrick Ewing scored 28 
of his 32 points in the 
first three quarters, 
including three jumpers 
in an S-0 run that bridged 
the halves, lifting the 
New York Knicks to a 
97-92 victory over the 
Milwaukee Bucks on 
Sunday. 

Ewing had 1 1 rebounds 
and blocked six shots for 
the Knicks, who won 
their 10th straight home 
game. 

Glenn Robinson scored 
25 points and had eight 
rebounds for Milwaukee, 
which lost its fifth 
straight game. 

In Boston, Todd Day 
scored 13 of his season- 
high 25 points in the 
fourth quarter to lead the 
Boston Celtics to a. 109- 
102 victory over the 
Phoenix Suns, who lost 
their third straight game. 

Day made a pair of 
three-pointers in an 8-0 
burst that gave the 
Celtics the lead for good. 
He added a basket with 
3:14 to play after the 
Suns had cut the deficit 
to two points. 

David Wesley scored 
22 points and Dana 
Banos added 14 for the 
Celtics, who won for just 
the second time in 11 
games. 

In Sacramento, Mitch 
Richmond scored 24 
points, including a far- 
away 14-foot jumper 
with 4.5 seconds left that 
gave the Sacramento 
Kings a 107-106 victory 
oyer the Philadelphia 
76ers. 

Richmond tried to 
drive the right side of the 
lane, but was forced out- 
side and sank the win- 
ning shot. 

Philadelphia’s Allen 
Iverson, who scored just 
one of his 16 points in 
the final IS minutes, 
missed an off-balance 
jumper off the backboard 
from 16 feet at the 
buzzer. 

Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf 
had 25 points for 
Sacramento. 

In San Antonio. Pooh 
Richardson scored all 1 1 
of his points in the fourth 
quarter, including three 
three-pointers. and 
Lorenzen Wright had 16 
points and 11 rebounds, 
leading the Los .Angeles 
Clippers to their third 
straight victoiy, 93-84 
over the San Antonio 
Spurs. 

Malik Sealy had 15 
points and Loy Vaught 
added 14 and "ll 
rebounds for the 
Clippers. 

The Clippers missed all 
nine of their three-point 
attempts in the first three 
quarters but connected 



Vanconver Grizzlies’ Bryant Reeves (R) ties up Los Angeles Lakers' center Shaquille 
O’Neal (R) as he drives to the basket during the first quarter of their NBA game in 
Vancouver (Reuters photo) 


on 6-of-S from beyond 
the arc in the final quar- 
ter. 

Vernon Maxwell 
scored 23 points and 
Sean Elliott added 17 for 
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it 86-79 with 2:48 to 


Western Conference 


The Grizzlies are 
league-worst 6-27. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

iQ. 4 - Ab South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

AAJ 96 OQ 76 OK J 96 2 «8 

wkth^Iast PI SOmH WEST 
14. Pass 10 Pass 

1* Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A - In support of sparks, your 
hand revalues to 13 points. (Once a 
fit has been found, your singleton 
dub becomes an asset.) Since a 
jump to three spades would not be 
forcing, you must jump to four 
spadea to tell partner of your 
strength. 

Q. S - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*KB7 CARS 2 0QS8 *AJ5 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 

A - There is a textbook bid that 
describe* your hand exactly — a 
jump to three no trump. That 
shows a hand with specifically 4-3- 
3-3 shape and 16-18 points. Don't 
let your good four-card major blind 
you to the most descriptive 
response. 

Q.3 - East -West vulnerable, aa 
South you hold: 

*A107G W3 09874 4AKQ 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
It- Pm* la *3 

Pass Pass 7 
What do you bid now? 

A - The one bid we would elimi- 
nate is lour — that 

bypasses three no trump. 'The other 
choices an a cue-bid of three hearts 
to ask partner to bid three no 
trump with a stopper, or a fancy' 
bid of three dubs. We lean toward 
the latter — though only by hair. 


*763 TO5 QA 10 8 5 *QJS7 

nokth^Tast p sotto' west 

1C Pass INT Pan 

2* Pan 7 

What action do you take? 

A - In the modern style, partner's 
reverse is a one- round force. Even if 
j your methods permit a pass, with 
seven high -card points and fair 
intermediate spots South’s hand is 
certainly worth another bid. Since 
all the values are in the min or 
suits, two no trump is the obvious 
rebid. 

Q. S - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*A«T953 OQB OAK J 8 *J 4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
INT ' Paaa 8* Pass 

3NT Pass 7 
What action do you take? 

A - You are in the slam zone, and 
your hand, being unba l a n ced, is 
better far suit play. Continue prob- 
ing for a fit by bidding four dia- 
monds. 

Q.6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A J953 CQ6 0AKJ8 

the bidding has proceeded: 
north east south west 

INT Pass 3* Pass 

3MTT Pass 40 Pass 

4NT Pass ? . 

What do you bid now? 

A - Partner is denying bolding 
three cards in spades or four in dia- 
monds, and wants to play no trump 
— North isn’t asking for aces. With 
mi honor in both hearts and dubs, 
we would make one more by by 
bidding five no trump. 
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Dr. Vasken Bilemjian Clinic 


Announces a change in Telephone No. 

New No. 5535574 Mobile 079-25191 


Deluxe Semi Villa . 

For Annual Rent In Um Uthaina 

Consisting of two floors and roof. Total area of 400 
sq.m., overlooking Amman in an elite residential area in 
Um Uthaina, with two operational telephone lines. 

Call 688045 between 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

& 4:00 - 7:00 p.m„ or mobile 079-43203 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


2 bedrooms in a very good condition, with 
Telephone, in Jabal A1 Weibedeh in front 
of the French Cultural CeDtre . 

For call 591151 - 591152 


i 
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Saddam assails Arabs for 
joining anti-Iraq coalition 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
President Saddam Hussein 
on Monday attacked Arab 
states which fought Iraq in 
the 1991 Gulf war and his 
official press said his am.v 
survived the war 10 defeat a 
U.S. plot to divide the 
country. 

"What have they (Arabs) 
gained except increased 
weakness and foreigners 
pillaging Arab resources?" 
the Iraqi leader asked in a 
speech to marie the creation 
of the army in 1921. 

"The decision to put their 
armies under the orders of 
the United States was nei- 
ther nationalistic nor patriot- 
ic. They did it on the 
instructions of the United 
Stales and to sen e American 
interests." he said. 

Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf Arab states as well as 
Egypt, Morocco and Syria 
joined the multinational 
coalition led by the United 
Stales which drove Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in 
February 1991 after seven 
months of occupation. 

President Saddam urged 
these countries to return to 
the "right path which serves 
the interests of the Arab 
Nation." and asked why they 
maintained a hostile stand 
despite the liberation of 
Kuwait. 

"Why all the bitterness and 
the plots against Iraq while 
the Iraqi army left Kuwait," 
he said. 

He suggested Arab leaders 
also ignored documents he 
had ~ produced showing 
Kuwait was plotting with the 
United States against Iraq 
before the Iraqi army invad- 
ed the neiehbourine state on 
Aug. 2. 1990. 

President Saddam brought 
up criticisms of him by Arab 
leaders for his declaration, 
before the invasion of 
Kuwait, that all Arab states 
should act together against 
any one of them that 
attacked a fellow Arab coun- 
try. 

He said he had made the 
statement, but that Arab 
leaders who are using his 



Saddam Hussein: ' Why 
did not plots stop?' 

own words against him 
failed to remember the back- 
ground to his comment, 
which at the time was direct- 
ed at Syria. Iraq's longtime 
enemy. 

“If (Arab leaders) were 
honest, they should remem- 
ber ... who was invading an 
Arab land," said President 
Saddam, referring to Syria 
and Lebanon. 

Iraq supported Lebanon's 
Christian General Michel 
Aoun who launched a “war 
of liberation” against the 
Syrian army in 19S9 before 
being defeated in 1990. 

Baghdad says that the 
United States and Israel ben- 
efit most from Iraq's isola- 
tion among Arab states, with 
Washington able to impose 
its presence in the region and 
Israel imposing its will over 
Arab countries. 

Meanwhile, the official 
press paid tribute to the 
army. 

“The Iraqi army’s prowess 
during operations in north- 
ern Iraq (Kurdistan) 
revealed the weakness of 
evil powers who were trying 
to cany out a criminal plot 
to dismember Iraq.” the offi- 
cial A1 Thawra daily said. 

Iraqi troops helped 
Kurdish guerrillas capture 
the city of Erbil from rivals 
on Aug. 31. giving Iraq a 
foothold in the area for the 
first rime since the 1991 
Gulf war and forcing 
Washington to evacuate 


Iraqi opposition members. 

“Our troops had the hon- 
our of defeating this plot, 
which led the United States 
to attack Iraq," the official 
Baath Party newspaper said. 

Washington “only reaped a 
crushing military and politi- 
cal defeat,” it added. 

In retaliation for the Iraqi 
incursion into Kurdish safe 
havens. U.S. forces fired 
two rounds of cruise missiles 
at air defense systems in 
southern Iraq in September 
and expanded a no-fly zone 
in the region. 

The official A1 
Jurahouriyah newspaper 
said “the Iraqi army 
unmasked the suspect aims 
of the United Stares.” But 
the Iraqi military remains a 
shadow of its former self 
following its defeat in the 
Gulf war and more than five 
years of U.N. efforts to dis- 
mantle its programmes for 
weapons of mass destruction 
and ballistic missiles. 

A new team of U.N. 
weapons experts was due to 
arrive in Baghdad Monday 
to search for parts belonging 
ro banned long-range mis- 
siles. U.N. officials said. 

The U.N. Security 
Council last month urged 
Iraq to stop preventing U.N. 
inspectors from transferring 
nearly 1 30 engines for 
Soviet-made Scud missiles 
to the United States for 
study. 

The analysis would allow 
the U.N. to deduce how 
many Scuds Iraq retained 
after determining whether 
the engines now stockpiled 
at U.N. offices in Baghdad 
were imported from Russia 
or made in Iraq. 

In the speech on Monday, 
President Saddam praised 
Arab stares thathave pushed 
for ending U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of neighbour- 
ing Kuwait. 

President Saddam wore a 
blue military uniform for the 
speech. He did not mention 
by name the Arab countries 
he addressed. 


S. Arabia denies British nurses 
coerced into admitting murder 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia denied Monday that 
two British nurses had been 
coerced into confessing to 
the murder of an Australian 
colleague at a Saudi hospi- 
tal and accused the British 
news media of double stan- 
dards. 

“It's a crime of murder 
like any other. Nobody in 
our country is forced to 
make confessions about 
something they didn't do," 
Saudi Interior Minister 
Prince Nayef said in 
remarks published by the 
official Saudi Press Aeencv 
I SPA). 

**\Ye have no interest in 
doing so." Prince NayeF 
was quoted as saying on the 
sidelines of a meeting of 
Arab interior ministers in 
Tunis. 

Nurses Lucille 

McLauchlan and Deborah 
Parry, who are accused of 
slabbing and choking to 
death 55-year-old Yvonne 
Gilford at a hospiral in 


Dhahran on Dec. II. have 
retracted their confessions, 
their Saudi lawyer said. 

Ms. McLauchlan. 31, and 
Ms. Parry. 41. said they 
only confessed to murder- 
ing Gilford after being 
promised they would 
escape prosecution and be 
sent home if they admitted 
their guilt, their lawyer 
Salah Al Hujeilan said at the 
weekend. 

"There is no pressure and 
we reject pressure. Pressure 
will have no impact on a 
question dealing with our 
sovereignty or whatever 
human being is living in the 
kingdom,” Prince Nayef 
said. 

The interior minister also 
accused the British press 
coverage of bias. 

"Why don't they treat this 
case like any other taking 
place in the kingdom or 
elsewhere?” he asked. 

Prince Nayef asked if the 
British press would have 
shown the same interest if a 


Saudi had been killed in a 
Western country. 

He gave a strong defence 
of the Saudi judicial system. 

“Islamic law is well 
placed to verify the truth of 
the accusations,” Prince 
Nayef said. 

Under Islamic law. judges 
must certify the validity' of 
any confession. 

The defendant also “must 
appear before a tribunal of 
three judges, whose verdict 
then passes before an 
appeals court, before which 
the defendant con list objec- 
tions to the verdict." he 
said. 

"If the appeals court 
upholds the verdict, it goes 
before the permanent body 
of the superior justice coun- 
cil, which must either 
uphold the verdict or send 
the case back to the lower 
court,*’ be said. 

The suspects are being 
held at Dammam prison in 
eastern Saudi Arabia. 


Nahar journalist freed on bail 


BEIRUT iR) — A military 
appeals court on Monday 
ordered the release on bail 
of Lebanese journalist 
Pierre Atallah. charged with 
contacts with Israel. 

The court set bail at six 
million Lebanese pounds 
(S3.S67). 

Mr. Atallah, a 34-ye;ir-old 
Maronite Christian sub-edi- 
tor on the conservative 
daily Al Nahar. is the last of 
48 people rounded up last 
month after a van carrying 
Syrian workers was 
machinegunned in a pre- 
dominantly Christian area 
north of Beirut, killing the 
driver and wounding some 
passengers. 

The court agreed to 
release him after increasing 
bail from one million 
pounds set on Friday by 
judge Riad Taliya. 

The chief military prose- 
cutor had appealed to the 
higher court against Mr. 


Taliya’s decision. 

It was not immediately 
known whether Mr. Atallah 
was released as soon as the 
verdict was known. He is 
expected to be interrogated 
further in the coming weeks 
before a decision on 
whether to put him on trial. 

All the other detainees 
held last month have been 
released, including Ghosson 
Bardavveel who was 
charged like Mr. Atallah 
with “disturbing Lebanon’s 
relations with a friendly 
country" — a reference to 
Syria whose 35.000 troops 
in Lebanon make it the 
country's main power bro- 
ker. 

Mr. Atallah was also 
charged on Dec. 30 with 
"making contacts with 
Israeli enemy agents and 
distributing leaflets that 
incite soldiers against obey- 
ing orders.' 


5 sentenced to 
death in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Five 
extremists were sentenced 
to death Monday and 19 
more received prison terms 
for the murders of eight 
police officers and two 
civilians in 1993. 

As judge Ahmad 
Salahuddln Badour of the 
supreme state security 
emergency court 

announced the verdicts, the 
defendants began to chant 
anti-government slogans 
including, "We aren’t afraid 
of jail or execution, all we 
care about is Islam.” 

Female relatives began 
wailing and weeping. 
Seven more defendants 
were acquitted in the case. 

Another of those charged 
died in a clash with the 
police. Eight of those tried 
are still at large, including 
two of those sentenced to 
death. 


FATEH DAY: A Palestinian young man playacts the part of a "martyr" as he is carried wrapped in a Palestinian flag 
on Monday through a crowd assembled in the Islamic University grounds in Hebron. Hundreds of Palestinians 
gathered to mark "Fateh Day," the anniversary of the founding of the mainstream Palestinian group that Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat founded on Jan- 1, 1964. Celebrations for Fateh Day were held in other West Bank towns and 
in the Gaza Strip on different days (Reuters photo) 


Israel may 
cancel some 
PNC visas 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AJFPj — Israel is consider- 
ing cancelling visas issued to 
overseas members of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) who are opposed to 
the Oslo peace accords and 
linked to anti-Israeli attacks, 
officials said on Monday. 

The decision concerns 
"eight or nine” members of 
the Damascus-based Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) which has 
clamed responsibility for 
killing several Jewish settlers 
and other Israelis over the 
past year, a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said. 

Israel announced in 
January that all PNC mem- 
bers had been granted visas 
to enter the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip for a session to 
debate removing anti-Israeli 
clauses from the organisa- 
tion’s charter. 

The decision concerned 
524 PNC members residing 
outside the Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

“Those who picked up their 
visas can travel freely in the 
West Bank and Gaza, but 
eight or nine .belong to the 
PFLP and (Defence Minister 
Yitzhak) Mordechai has 
asked that their visas be 
reconsidered,” the 

spokesman said. 

Israeli security officials 
have blamed the PFLP for 
several deadly dfive-by 
shootings, including a Dec. 
II attack in the West Bank 
which killed a settler and her 
12-year-old son. Palestinian 
authorities sentenced two 
PFLP activists to life in 
prison and another to 15 
years in jail for carrying out 
that attack. 


Iran: No friction with Syria over 
criticism of missiles deployment 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said on Monday 
that Damascus’ endorse- 
ment of an Arab statement 
criticising Iran for deploy- 
ing missiles in the Gulf 
region would not create 
friction between them. 

"Iran and Syria have a 
long-standing and all- 
embracing relationship and 
we still believe that our 
cooperation is very impor- 
tant for the Arab and 
Islamic Worlds as well as 
the resistance against Israeli 
aggressions.” Mr. Velayati 
told a press conference. 

“We have to avoid any 
plague to this solidarity and 
we have always witnessed 
Syria taking effort to do so,” 


he said. 

Syria, Iran's strategic ally 
in the Middle East, joined 
Egypt and six Gulf Arab 
countries meeting in Cairo 
last week to criticise Iran 
for its deployment of 
ground-to-ground missiles 
on three Gulf islands under 
Iranian control but also 
claimed by the United Arab 
Emirates (TJAE). 

The signatories to the so- 
called Damascus 

Declaration affirmed the 
UAE's right to the sover- 
eignty of Abu Mussa. 
Greater Tunb and Lesser 
Tunb and urged Iran to end 
its "occupation” of the 
islands. 

They also said Tehran 
posed a "direct threat” to 


the Arab monarchies across 
the Gulf and their strategic 
sites. Damascus' endorse- 
ment of the statement pro- 
voked an outcry in the 
Iranian press, saying Syria 
had “stabbed Iran in the 
back.” The Iran News urged 
the foreign ministry to 
review Tehran's “one-way 
relationship” with 

Damascus and cancel a visit 
here next week by Syrian 
Vice President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam and Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa. 

Syria was an ally of Iran 
during its 1980-19SS war 
against Iraq and Tehran has 
always praised Damascus 
for being “on the forefront 
of Arab resistance against 
Zionist aggression.” 


Farrakhan visits Libya 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — U.S. 
black Muslim leader Louis 
Farrakhan arrived in the 
Libyan capital Sunday, 
Libyan state television 
reported, less than a week 
after Libya executed eight 
people it said were U.S. 
spies. 

Mr. Farrakhan, a contro- 
versial figure in the United 
States, had paid a visit to 
Libya in September where 
he met Libyan leader 
Muammer Qadhafi and 
received the 1996 “Qadhafi 
Price for Human Rights," 
which comes with 
$250,000. 

The U.S. Treasury 
Department prohibited Mr. 
Farrakhan from receiving 
the money as well as anoth- 
er billion dollars allegedly 
promised to him by Colonel 
Qadhafi. 

Col. Qadhafi. however, 
denied promising Mr. 
Farrakhan a billion dollars 


and called for "Arab and 
Muslim countries to finance 
a lobby that would defend 
their causes” in the U.S. 

Mr. Farrakhan told Tripoli 
that his Nation of Islam 
organisation, which has 
been accused of anti- 
Semitism. “was ready to 
create a new political force 
in the United States to 
defend the plundered rights 
of the blacks and other 
minorities” and to play an 
effective role in U.S. poli- 
tics. 

Mr. Farrakhan provoked 
controversy in the United 
Stares last year by visiting 
Cuba, Libya, Iran, Iraq and 
Sudan — countries 
Washington says support 
terrorism. 

Libya Thursday executed 
eight people, including six 
senior military officers and 
two civilians, a day after 
they were convicted of spy- 
ing for the U.S. 


Israeli posters 
call for killing 
of Yasser Arafat 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Right- 
wing Israeli students have 
hung posters at Jerusalem’s 
Hebrew University calling 
for the assassination of 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat 

The posters show a carica- 
ture of the Palestinian presi- 
dent over the words, “give 
him a mobile telephone, 
too," a reference to the 
assassination a year ago by 
suspected Israeli agents of 
militant Yabya Ayyasb with 
an explosives-packed cellu- 
lar phone. 

"Arafat is responsible for 
the death of hundreds of 
Israelis, instead of negotiat- 
ing with him, he should get 
the same treatment as 
Ayyasb." one student 
responsible for the posters 
told Israel Radio. 


Netanyahu asserts he is ’misjudged 1 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu says has been mis- 
judged and unfairly criticised, especially 
by the media, on his progress toward 
delivering peace and prosperity. 

"The Israeli stock market is going 
through the roof, but what do they 
knowT'Mr. Netanyahu said with a tinge 
of sarcasm. 

Speaking in an interview with the 
Associated Press at his Jerusalem office, 
Mr. Netanyahu said he was angered by 
critics who doubted his intentions to 
continue the Arab- Israeli peace process 
and shape up Israel's economy. 

"Oh. yeah, it makes me mad, but I 
don't take it personally," said Mr. 
Netanyahu. Still, he said, “it’s tough to 
live with it.*' 

Mr. Netanyahu said he had been mis- 
understood. especially by the press. 

“I have had this experience of being 
dismissed or discounted, and over time 
people see where you're leading, and 
they begin to understand the logic of 
what we're doing, even the most hostile 
and unfair press cannot stamp out the 
force of reality.” 

At 47. Mr. Netanyahu is the youngest 
prime minister in Israel's history. His 
credibility as a peacemaker has been 
under challenge since he won last May's 
general election by a narrow margin 
over the favoured Shimon Peres of the 
Labour Party. 

Arab states chilled relations with Israel 
soon after he came to power, and vio- 


lence exploded last September in 
Palestinian violence in which 79 people 
were killed after Mr. Netanyahu opened 
a tourist tunnel next to a Muslim holy 
site in Jerusalem’s Old City. 

Leftist Israeli critics complain Mr. 
Netanyahu has woffled, promising 
progress towards peace and then giving 
in to Jewibh settlers by granting them 
millions of dollars in subsidies. 

There is also a growing rebellion from 
right-wing and religious allies who 
oppose his plans to go ahead with an 
Israeli withdrawal from 80 per cent of 
Hebron, the only Palestinian city still 
under Israeli occupation. The pullout 
from Hebron, to be followed by a three- 
siaee pullout from most of the West 
Bank’s rural areas, were promised by the 
previous government in a 1995 agree- 
ment. 

The hardliners also oppose Palestinian 
demands for a guard at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque. 

Further concessions, Mr. Netanyahu 
conceded, could cost him the support of 
the majority in his IS-member cabinet 
for a Hebron withdrawal. 

Twisting a paper clip he took from a 
dish on his desk, Mr. Netanyahu said 
winning the coalition's approval was 
“becoming difficult but not impossible if 
we don't change.*’ He said he would not 
give the cabinet an agreement that would 
not be approved. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he had succeeded 
in making a better agreement with the 


Palestinians for security in Hebron, 
where 450 Jewish settlers live among 
120.000 Palestinians. 

He said the auronomy accord negotiat- 
ed by the previous Labour government 
was “sloppy" and vague. 

“We are trying to plug the holes, mak- 
ing it a better agreement, a safer agree- 
ment, one that we can live with literally. 
Over time. I think that people will appre- 
ciate it" 

Thanks to the three months of intense 
negotiations, he said, settlers will not be 
in "rifle range" of Palestinian police and 
will not be hemmed in by Palestinians to 
the point where they were blocked from 
expanding. 

On the economy, Mr. Netanyahu said, 
he had taken unprecedented steps to cut 
the budget, reduce inflation and main- 
tain investment. And it appears to be 
paying off. Official figures released last 
week showed the economy grew in 1996 
by a brisk 4.5 per cent. The stock market 
has been rising for two months, gaining 
3.75 per cent on Sunday alone, reaching 
its highest level in years. 

"Nobody believe that we will do iL 
But we cut the budget by a record 
amount, and the inflation is down by half 
in six months while investments are up." 
Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Weary from an all-night neaotiatin tr 
session with Yasser Arafat, Mr 
Netanyahu said that progress was made 
and “very few issues” remained to be 
resolved. 


Peru hostages, rebels sing 

about reluming home 


LIMA (R) — Hostages and 
rebels inside the besieged 
Japanese ambassador's 
home in Lima spent their 
1 9th night singing songs 
about returning home, wit- 
nesses said. "I want to 
return, return, return to ray 
home once again.” they sang 
to a Mexican folk melody. 
They were dearly audible 
from an upper room of the 
residence where about 20 
rebels hold 74 captives. The 
original words of the 
Mexican folk song are: "I 
want to return, return, return rtg 
to your arms once again ” 
Several other songs were 
heard from the candlelit 
room, including trachtional 
Peruvian waltzes. 

Hostage? Smoking 
or non-smoking? 

LIMA (R) — Some might 
see it as the perfect opportu- 
nity to give up smoking: 
rebels take you hostage at a 
party, police besiege the 
building and when the last 
cigarette is gone, no one can 
get out to buy a fresh pack. 

Help is at hand, though, for 
nicotine addicts among the 
74 hostages being held at the 
Japanese ambassador’s resi- 
dence since Dec. 17. “We 
are taking in cigarettes, both 
Western and Japanese," said 
International Committee of i 
the Red Cross spokesman y 
Ronald Bigler. “We are try- 
ing to help the hostages 
make it through the day, to 
ease their ordeal." 

Havel gives up 
smoking and drinking 

PRAGUE (R) — Czech 
President Vaclav Havel said 
he had given up smoking 
and drinking since surgeons 
removed a malignant 
tumour and half of his lung 
last month. “Fate let me see 
it would be good to give up 
so I have given up,” he said 
in his regular radio speech, a 
day after marrying for the 
second time. "Not only have 

1 become a non-smoker. I 
have even had to become a 
teetotaller. I hope that it will 
not be forever." he added in 
the broadcast, recorded soon 
after his marriage to Czech 
actress Dagmar Veskmova, 

43, on Saturday. 

Peron ‘daughter* 
say s exhumation 
to be set in February 

ROME (R) — An Argentine 
woman who wants to prove 
she is the illegitimate daugh- 
ter of late President Juan 
Peron said in an interview 
that a court would set a date 
in early February for the 
exhumation of his body. 
"Veiy soon we’ll know the 
whole truth.” Martha 
Holgado, 6Z told Italy's La 
Repubblica in an interview 
from Buenos Aires. "(The 
judge) has decided that in 
the first week of February, 
the day and time of the 
exhumation will finally be 
Fixed,” DNA tests will be 
carried out on (he embalmed 
body to check whether 
Holgado s blood matches 
genetic material from Peron. 

2 rare Nepalese red 
pandas bom in zoo 

AUCKLAND (R) — TashL 
a Nepalese red panda at 
Auckland zoo in New 
Zealand, gave birth to two 
cubs in a new year boost for 
the endangered species. Zoo 
spokeswoman Frances 
Valin tine said the new 
arrivals were grey and about 
seven centimetres. The 
worldwide population of 
Nepalese red pandas is about 
300, of which 222 are in cap- 
tivity. “Through deforestar 
tion. there's no habitat left 
for them." Valintine said. 

The cubs were suckling 
while mother Tashi rested 
and father Mario displayed 
total indifference. “At the 
moment he’s showing no 
interest. He plays a very low 
key role as far as parenting. 
Valintine said . 


